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THE 


ordinary ſtories; eſpecially anent Witcheraft ;* bes 


cauſe the frequent impoſtures which the Romaniſts 


have obtruded on the world in their miracles and le- 
gends ; the many relations of odd things as done by 
dæmons or-wizards, which yet, were either falſe or 


the product of ſimple natural cadſes; the ignorancæ 
of ſeveral judges and juries, who have - condemned 
filly creatures merely upon their ridicelous conifeſe 
ſions, or other ſlender proof; and the difficulty ok 


conceiving the manner or philoſophy of ſume op 
tions and appearances, though undoubtedly try 


ra- 


fact; are good prejudices againſt u 3 = YH 2 


and precautions for an exact inquiry. 


* > 4 - nj 
34.3 Eh.” 4 2 1 
I ; * _— 
X ; y ==» An 
k £ > 3 98 
- * * 1 
2 ""—< 
- 1 4 
* 
4 
ts 1 
- 
> 
Us ; 
_ * 
F< 
2 = 


1 s. E men do jullly ſolpect and are 1 
brought” to credit, the accounts of extra- 


But they are men of weak ſouls, deſticute of 4. 9 


fin thoughts ; who deny-all, becauſe they hays: 
_ diſcovered error in ſome, or condemn as falſe, all. 


| ſets which they are igoorant how they came to ex- 


* 


a 


iſt : by the ſame rule of reaſoning that-there are na ; 3 


ent huſiaſt, becauſe the beſt men have been ſometimes . 
miſtaken for theſe; nor are there any crinliſhals, in 


reſpect ſeverals have ſuffered who were not truly 


ſuch, co ſidering that many hiſtories are fabulous, 1 


therefore none is 10 be trulted: And all che pPhæno - 


The followiog narrative, as to the truth of fact, 
is the beſt atteſted piece of hiſtory of this kind, as 


bas occurred in many ages: the moſt of the matters 
therein repreſented having, e the afſeat of pri- 


: " vate-. 


minas in nature, whoſe inviſible cauſes they cannot 5 2 
comprehend, are mere deluſions, | 


1 { 


. 1 


5 5 Ln a 
vate ſceptics ; and being proven before public judges, 


= fo that it is more ſurpriſiog than the ſtrange things 


of witcheraft : that any ſhculd ſeriouſſy deny the 
being thereof, and from thence diſcredit ſuch uſeful” 
rovidendces at a diſtance,” when notoriety has diſpel- 
ed all «bj-Qions in the places where they did exiſt, 
Many authors have proven at large, that there are 
witches and witchcraft from reaſon, ſcripture, anti- 
0; and experience of Il nations and ages in the 
world, and they have ſolved the difficulties which 
might obſtruct the belief of this Peſitive proof, by 
Pi ſhble Hypott eſis of philofophy: Where it is to 
abſerved, that though any ſuch explications of the. 
vatural manner of p#hnomenas are lutjeR to cavil, 
vet the exiſlerce of a thing which hath ſo certain po- 
tive evidence cannot be denyed in ſound reaſoning ;; 
Hecauſe angels and men not being made for civil eon 


*verſe together in this. world, and all communion: 1 


with devils being interdicted de, the Scripture need 
ed to uufold little of their way of acting J and ſtil! 
the next age may diſtover whzt this could not 
reach. As this has already unveiled what was 
Thought inextricable in the laſt, unlefs impolbbilty- 
were preſently demonſtrate. 

Herefore ſuch a ſhort hint, as may ſome what il- 
luſtrate the events in the ſubſequent diſcourſe, may. 
ſuffice in the preſent caſe; eſpecially fince provi- 
dence pes, by emigent occurances, rather 14 
our pfactical inſtruction, than a laut ject of voti 

; ona! ſpeculation. 

The devil can aſſume à corporeal ſhape, and be-. 
ſpeak man out of it: as he did to Eve, with our Sa- 
viour, and in fome Heathen oracles: fo that there is- 
capacity for the entering into contract. Satan is wil- 
Jing thus to enſure mortals of being enemies to Hea- 
ven, earth, and their own ſalvation ; by his. indefa- 
tigable malice againſt all the three: as curioſity in. 
wits;  Ferenge; and difeloſure of ſecrets in the great, 

; . CO. 
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Feen in the WO or poor ard pleafure if -ä 
all whom he thinks needful, (they being impregrable | 
otherways), ard is permitted by God, to attack it 
this manner; does ſufficiently blind them, io be ſuf; 
ce ptible of bis propoſals thereanent. We ſee daily 
how criminal luſts inflamed by Satan. divert their hors 
ror not only of eterral, but alſo of temporal immi- 
nent _torments : peryertirg theſe inſſincts of nature” 
which might ſright them frum ſurrender. - But furs 
ther, he does commonly facilitate his conqueſt on 
witches, by decoying them piece male to his Jure; 
through the mediation of athers from among man- 
kind that are atready « mbaiked, till they be prepar- 

ed and he get an opportunity: of making with: them £ 
an explicit tranſaQion,”- 

_ .. That accordingly he has de facto wann in ma- 
king ſorcerers and witches appears from the. l. 
mony of the wiſeſt and beſt in all ſtates and times. 

The Heathens, by pature and practice, diſcovers: . 
iog this truth, made laus againſt Male fito's -and 
Mzthematico's, (theſe laſt, though they aſſum ed the 
name of an art much encouraged by the legiflators ; -- 
yet were known; under tte cloak thereof, to conſults. 
the devil anent the fates f men ard ſtates), which 
the Roman ſenate and people did execvie; and even 
the Perfians, in ſome good reig . did the like under 
the Old Teſtament, the magiciars of Egypt and Bas 
bylon, who were baMed by Moſes and Daniel; Ba- 
Jaam and the witch of Endor, Wiek the ſucceſs of* Þ 
both ; yea, Jeſebel, Maraſſeih, ard- the ten Tribes 
their Juſt judgments for their ſorceries and witch- 
crafts zmougſt other crimes z*and-the-Jaws'made a+ 

pod. ſueh, as diſtinct from other puilt urder the 

"New Teſtament, Simon Magus whb bewitched. 2. 
people of Samaris; Elimas the ſorcerer- that was * 
ſtruckwblind- at Paul's rebuke; the Pythoniſſe hs” 

1 ſeems to have been poſſeſt of conlent, becauſe ſhe 

„ was not tormented, but got Nee thereby z ard © 
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Ach as confelled, ſhewed their deeds and burnt* 
their books in Epheſus ;_ ate undeniable inſtances 
hereof. Finally there are prophecies of falſe Chriſts 
with ſigas and wonderg, able to deceive, if poſſible, 


the very ele& : general councils have made canons 
againſt theſe wretches ; and the experimental know- 
ledge of- injured mortals, with the public ſentences 


which did vindicate the ſame 3 in ſubſe quent ages, 


are delivered down to us by the writers thereof. 


Hence Guilielmus Linenſis, a Popiſh doctor, was: 


jaftly. put to death, even though he died penitent, 


he having confeſſed witchcraft, ( whereof the written 
covenant was found in his pocket), and that his ſhare 


of the devil's ſervice was to perſuade and preach 


that witches were only filly deluded meſancholians, 


whereby their confeſſions were no proof. His ſuc- 


ceſs was ſuc! in this work of darkneſs, that the peo- 
ple and judges did flack, add witches were vaſtly. 
multiplied in few years, vid. Pet. Mamorius de La- 


wits, who gives an account or the Rory from aus 


3 records. 

Tbrouga theſe 8 it is brech that Satan 
had oft ſhifted the ſcene; and turned himfelf to many 
ſhapes, as he found it moſt accomodate to his-pur-- 
poſes ;- whereby the manner-of apparition of devils- 


has been different, according to the. ſtate of the 


times, So of-o!d Satan appeared, and was worſhip- 
ped as ſuch, for depricating his miſchief, which is 
aid to be eine in ſeme of the molt e e 
pieces of the Indies 10 this day, 

In the darkneſs of Popery, he endieftiented. into a 
more ianoceat ſpirit (that pretended to fortel deaths, 


reveal ed bene s will, diſcover ocult murder, do o. 
ther friendly offices, &c. which were ſubtle means of 


joducing to him and relying on him), in the Broun- 


nics and Fairies. Theſe were then very frequent, 


be having impudence thus to appear-op-nly propoxti- 


| wy to the kno wiedge of my, over whom his reiga 
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ves ſo univerſal,” as it is 4 to continue in the 
more nothern regions at this day. But ſince light 
has broke out in our horizon, he oftener works ex» 
ternally by magicians and witches, and internally o 
the luſts of men, being now moſtly reſtraiped to his 
own ſphere or ſubjects. Vet ſtill he enſoares feverals; 
partly, by aping the ordinances of God ; eſpecially 
as they are corrupted in the Romiſh church, whence 
fo many morks and nuns as already prepared, have 
been found overcome. So he keeps with them poblic 
aſſemblies in the night of extraordinary merit. They 
formally worſhip him by many mimical. geſtures 
he imprints on them a kind of ſacrament; he ins 
fits dreadful penances on ſuch as have not execute 
the commandled miſchiefs ; he teaches them odd 
words and ſigns, upon repeating of which exorciſms, 
he (it being his interest) effectuates the fore- -paQtion- 
ed operations, &c. 

But though what he does of bieſelf or on the 
watch word or enſign of forcerers or witches, may, 
by collection, and brifol diſpoſal of matter and form, 
appear ſurpriſing ; yet he cannot work apainlt na- 
ture, or ſo apply actives to paſſives, as to overturn 
the courſe thereof; fince that is only competent 10 
its Autifor, who Sine can do true miracles. or know 
immediately the thoughts of man. Yea, after the 
fall it is like, that even Satan's natural powers are 
come down below thoſe of good angels; and it is 
certain, that he is often befooled in his deſtgns by 
providence: notwithſtanding whereof he retains fo 
much as (being permitted) is ſufficient to bring a- 
bout, by unſeen natural means, moſt of the extra- 
ordinary appearances, that the generality of the 


learned have attributed to him; and particularly . * 


thoſe in the ſubſ-quent narrative; many cf Which, 

though they are beyond the efficiency of diſcaſe,; 

deceit, or any viſible cauſe ;- yet may be the effects 
of ſome {uch unperceived means as fullow, 

1 here. Is no difficulty in Sack 8 tranſmirring hore 4 
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ſhort time an account of things which are N face: 
it is known he goes to and fro in the earth: yea, he 
may have. certainly foretold ſome future events; as 
Alexander s ſucceſs againſt Perſia, &c. ſeeing he un- 


derſtands aud may ſteal, the great revolutions of ihe. 


wotld, out of the prophets ; wherein they are ſa - 
graphically ' circumſcribed ; or he may diſcover his. 

owa relolutious whenever. he is commiſſioned or per - 
mitted to execu e a judgment ;. which is the caſe of 


thoſe whom, for ſeck og their horoſcops, God gives 


over to him to whom they do appy-; and of Saul, 
who got. ſo exact an account of his own end by the: 


Philiſtines. But without ſome ſuch aid, Satan can: 


only gueſs like the phyſician by the urine, or poli- 
tician by the criſis of ſtates, which is the cauſe that 


- muſt of his oracles are ambiguous. 


His tranſporting of We e explained. 
He can raiſe hurricanes (as appears in Job) which. 
are known to carry over tracts of ſea and land, very 

derous bodies; as it is eaſy for him to condfeafg 


Apart of the vehicle, which may protect the breath - 


ing and yet cut the air, like the fence of dyvers, and. 
beak of atſloop; in which alſo he affects the mag. 


nifying of his natural powers: to be no leſs than of 


good. angels, who tranſported Ezekiel and- Elijah. 


His covering of the witches from fight, at ſome times, 


is alſo cleared, from- the difficulties which ſeem to 


{7 attend it, in another place; ; Where it appears very. 


poſfible that his ſkill in optics, reflection and refrac- 
tion of light, & to which bis power and agility as 
a fpirit ſubminiſtrates materials; may eff-uate all 


that can be proven o. be true fact in the caſe, 


But Glaavil, More, and others, lay af other hy-, 


potheſis in both, viz; That the ſoul is ſeparable 
from the body in ſome caſes, without death: when 


by God's.permiſfion, Satan, of the parties conſent, 


gets power over foul and body; whereby he may 


carry away the one from the helm of the other, and 


ſet it back again 1 in it 5 Kat; ; providing, the vital ſpi- 
| | rits- 


* er 


rits which make the body a fit receptacle, be well 
preſerved by ointments, that conltrit the pores till 
the return of it's gueſt ; but death enſues from a. 
ſeparation, when the organs of the body are render - 
ed altogether unapt to vbey. the ſoul's commands in 
its functions. If ſuch an opinion could be tiue, Sa- 
tan might place this captivated ſpirit to actuate any 
ſhape he thinks fit But here needs no fo much; 
metaphyſics to unridile the appearances of wiiches- 
as beaſts and the like; ſince their real pecſons may 
be covered with a vehicle; which, by difpoſal of the- 


rays coming therefrom, may faſcinate the eyes by: 


the ſame impreſſions that come from the true ſight 
of ſuch, His power of repenſgating another thing 
in lieu of that which is truly ent: is ſo certain 
that it is found he may make up the image of per- 
ſons who are not preſent at all. For it is undoubted- 
that ſpiritual devils may ſometimes be permitted to 
repreſent by phantoms the moſt innocent and praiſe - 
worthy men, as devils. incarnate do traduce hem. 
He that accuſeth the brethren and imitates an angel, 
of light, may kkewiſe perſonate the children of light 


by his deluſions: yet the antecedents, concomitants,- 


and conſequents, of ſuch providences, do readily pro- 
pale the falſehood; fo as the juſt man, for the moſt 
part, ſhall not perith in his righteouſneſs, and God, 
in his. ordinary providence, will not laugh at the 


trial of the innocent ; though ſometimes it fall out, 


innocent Naboth. ee 8 . 
There are ſeveral other things of lefs difficult ex 
plication. Particularly, the devil, or witches might 
have been heard in converſe by the maid and not by 
others, the ſame way as a ſound directed through a 


that the ſons of Belial may fwear away the life of au 


ſpeakiog trumpet does reach the ears to which it is 
aimed, without diſperſing towards the intermediate! 


that are not in a ſtraight line betwixt. The confe - 


derated devil, may, upon the witches deſire, infuſg. | 
poiſonous humours, extracted from berbs of the, 


ſame 
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fas inviſ ble operation with the n dogs, 
or the peſtilence; which being joined to the rapidous 


courſe of the patient's on ſpirits, humours, and 


biood, that Satan, by ingyring himſelf ther unto, 


may, through the natural means of pulſion, ſet in 


career, can very well produce theſe extraordinary 
motions which are mentioned in the following ac- 
count. They delight much in the torture or deſtruc- 
tion of young children, in envy of Chriſt, who is 
tender of ſuch little oncs;; and becaufe the crime is” 
the greater the leſs the patient has. offended, or can 
reſiſt. The uſe, or make others to repeat, ſeripiare? 


words, for gaining credit; or alleviating*the terror, 


or to- diſgrace the word, by ſuch a' mock ufe, as they 
did in the time of our Savr ur, and therefore their 


teſtimony was rebuted. Ii is obſervable from many! 


paſſages, that he haſtens ſometimes; and effects their 


diſcovery, by bis malice againſt their preſent tempo- 


ral enjoyments ; uncertainty of their continuance ;* 


Aud unſatiable defice: for their ſul wreck,” Yet ſome 


often, who are moſt maliciouſly bent, he thipks fit 

to keep chere, as uſcful inſtruments; and providence” 
permits others to live, that they, wilfully filling up 
their ineaſure, under means, may be * inex 


i caſable. 


As to thoſe whom; in ſecret judgment, the devil: 
is permitted to-torment ; but, in mercy, not to o- 
vercome: he may be catried there unto from his de- 
Gan of perverting them by terror, whereof he is at 


laſt diſappointed. And Lowever, the defacing off 
| God's image, and eſpecially in deſpight of Jeſus 


Chriſt; who honoured that nature by aſſuming it, 1s 
his chief delight: or he is conſtrained to make ſuch 
ſtupendous appearances againſt his will (becauſe he 
is molt ſucceſsful when he is leaſt known) for a vi- 
ſwble teſtimony ſuperadded to the greater goſpel- 
proofs, in groſs times, that there are ſpirits and a 


devil to torment them; as it is obſervable. that, this 


was denied by Mr Aikenhead (though he died in full 5 
e 55 con- 


* 


conviction e At: we time when theſe things. 4 1 
out in the country. Or providence may tolerate 
ſach ſufferings, that they, though intended by the 


devil for an inſtance of malice, may, by their ao “ꝗ 
riety, be a mean of moving the diſcovery, and brieg- 
ing to juſtice theſe miſcreants, whom he made uſe of 


as his inſtruments in them; and who may have lived 


long in rebellion againſt beaven, and deſtruction of 


mankind by malefices of the ſame fort, which fell out 
in this caſe. Finally, the abundant and efficacious 
grace of God is conſpicuous in enabling a young girl 
to reliſt the beſt laid aſfaults of the evil one, to the 
utmoſt. As it is.ceriain that he ſhews the greateſt 
malice in countries where he is hated and bateth 
moſt ; and the nearer his reign be to an end. 

There are many other profitable inſtructions which 


| ariſe from this wonderful providence, for ſuch dif- 


penſarions have their own language, and the man of 
wiſdom ſhall ſee God's name. 

The uſuages of charms for men or Dells, certain 
ebaraQers, words, verſes, and ſpells ; the obſerva- 
tion of times and ſeaſons as lucky, or unlucky; the 


belief of having ſucceſs by carrying about ſome herbs, = 
plants, or branches of trees, and many the like ſu- A 


perſtitions z which can have no natural cauſuality un 


he effe Qs deſired, are the very rudiments of witch - 


craft, and an implicit application. to the devil for 


vertues which God has denied to things; whence. 


they are to be abhorred as ſiatul in themſelves aid 
idiroductory to explicite engagement. 80 groſs 
ignorance, profane looſeneſs, ſtupid iorgetfulneſs of 
God. and negle ct of his worſhip in cloſets and fami- 
lies; malice, eovy, revenge diſcontent, oppteſſive 
Fear of want and diſtruſtful acxiety of ſpirit : final» 
dy, a libidinaus temper, curſes imprecations, and ſin- 
ful curioſiiy are to be evited as paving the way to 
the ſame miſchief. 

t none enveigh againſt a profeſion of reliligop; 
| becauſe ſome under that * covert have been 
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glorious luttre and excellency of our holy faith, that 
theſe milcreants paint themſelves with it, whereby 
Tikewiſe they may be leſs ſuſpected, and more able; 


Fubrily to gain on others, and do their maſters work; 
So it was no ſtain on the «poltles that one of their 


number had a devil, was a traitor and cheat; ner 


that Satan transforms himielf into an angel of light, 


of deſign that the good ways of the Lord may be 
evil tpoken of. Neither let us be under a fl viſh fear 


and terror of that helliſh tribe. in truckling to their 


Humour, leaſt they ſhould do harm, Which ſavours 


of 2 and paying * to te Devil; 


I 4 # * 


There is no 6 Sa dens to rele" on 88 | 


= - cs or families, upon account of ſuch troubles. 
Por no man kmwöweth either love or ha: red by all 
that's before them. 


All things come alike to alt. 
'And ſuppoſe. ye that theſe were finners above all the 
Galifeans, or above all that dwelt in Jeruſalem ? 


The infinite wiſe God may thus try faith. patience, 
and Chriſtian fortitude. Job and our Savi-ur were 


" affaulted ; and ſeven devils caſt out of Mary Mag- 
dalene a choſen veſſel unto the Lord. A daughier 
of Abraham's was bund by Satan eighteen years; 
and his meſſenger was ſent to buffet the great apoſtle | 
of the Gentiles. The woman of Canaan, Martixv. 22, 

and the godly man, Mark ix, 24. bad their neareſt 

relations vexcd in this, manner: and blefled be tlie 

Lord that hes left fuch inſtances in recordtor preven- 

ton of ſtumbling. Though it muſt be confeſſed that 

the ſame ch ar which.judges well of all things can- 

not bur alter its remark when its proof is ſufficieytly- 
clear from the way in which the perſon affected, did 

formerly walk, fince preſumptions do always cede 
to uh and lawyers haye a maxim, that in re clara 
207: el ects conjedturis. 

"The deat adder that ſtops the ears at the chern. 
ing 


— 


ing voice of a ſun - ſnine goſpel, will, one way or o- 
ther, fall into the charms of Satan or his inſtruments. 
When men will have none of Chriſt. he gives them | 
up to their own luſts and the power of their ſpiritual 
adverſary ; as, when Iſrael had forſhock their God, 
he gave them up to worſhip the hoſt of heaven. But 
bow much ought we to be humbled, and how great 
diligence ought to be uſed in the diſcovery of fo 
many hid Achans that are in the camp of Iſrael ! 
and what holy caution and pious uſe of our baptiſm- 
al covenant, ought we to improve as the beſt amulets 
againſt being either enticed with the ſnares of the 
Devil, or affected by the attempts of his inſtruments, ' 
Yet poverty, age, or features, of any; yea, nor 
ſimple fame, or the like ſtender grounds, which could 
not be worthy of being repreſented to a magiſtrate; 


ccc ie 


5 ought not to move us to ſuſpicion, much Heſs to de. 
- fame, ſince charity hopes all things, and we ought 

' to do to others as we would be done by. 28 

: * Theſe things may meet with a very different re- - 
5 ception, eſpecially in this unhappy age and place ß 
dhe world, where Britain may be termed the unfor- 

? tunate iſland; Afric never having-been more fertile 

w in the production of monſters : fince its obſerved © 
>” that through all the the ſucceſſions of men, there 
1 was never before, any ſociety or collectise body of 

bs Atheiſts, till theſe. dregs of time; though there 

mY might have been here and there ſome miſfiapen births. 


But wiſdom is juſtified of her children, and its the 
ſeaſon of Sampſon to awake when Delilah gives the 


5 
q 


Ry alarm, that the Philiſtenes are upon him. What, 
ot peace fo long as the whoredoms of Jezebel and her 
5 witcherafts are fo many. But good things are 


boped of our magiltraies, who have already ſo hap» 
begun. 4 on 
The apoſtle (aid of Job's trials. ye have heard of 


1 


— ” © 


de the patience of Job, and have ſeen the end of the 
DE Lord. So, in this narrative ycu have a deplotable © 
4 ſcheme of this maid's formidable fits, and of the 
oe B | powers 
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powers of darkneſs that combined, not only for ruin- 
ipg her body, but alſo for murdering her ſoul. Ian 
the mean time, the hearts of many were bleeding for 
her, and much application was made to God in her 
behalf. Divers folemn faſts were obſerved, both in 
her fathers family, in the pariſh, and throughout the 
bounds of the piefbytery, and elſewhere ; her caſe 
was exprefly minded in public addreſſes to the 
throne of grace; till at length there was a general 
faſt religiouſly kept in molt parts of the ſynod, that 
God might give an effectual check to Satans rage and 
gominionin the country. Boaſting of prayers is to be 
abhorred, yet it is our duty with all gratitude, to 
acknowledge God the hearer, and to proclaim to the 
world, the exceHency of them, upon this very oc- 
cafion : For he hath not turned away his ear from 


us, it being the comfortable reſult of this hiſtory, 


that the girl hath been perfectly well for many 


months: and is not this a braid plucked out of the 


fire; and have not the iplinters wherewith the wit- 
ches thought to. have deſtroyed her, recoiled back 
upon ſome of themſclves; and we wait execution of 
juſtice on the reft. ng, 

The Devil could not enter the herd of ſwine, nor 
touch one hair of Jcb's head, without permiſſion 
from him whoſe kingdom ruleth over all: whence 
though our enemies be very indefatigable and invi- 
fible, yet we are under the conduct of the watch» 


man who neither ſlumbe rs nor flee pe; to whom dark- 


neſs and light are both alike; and greater is he that 


is in us, than he that is in the world; So that un- 


leſs we wilfully forfeit our privileges, there is n. fear 
of counterpoiſing the wicked ones, throwing down 
the ganet to all their projects and machinatons, 


ſince neither angels. principalities, nor powers, ſhall 


be able to ſeparate us from the love which is in 
Chriſt ſeſus our Lord; and though no argument 
can be drawn from any merit in us, yet we' | carry 
the day againſt all tae malitia of hell under the Cap» 


% 


| | ** xy "7 
kin of our ſalvation, ſince he will reſt in his own © 
love. ls this the manner of man, O Lord God f. 
| yet a little while the Devil and his accomplices will 
be caſt into the bottomleſs pit, and we tranſported 
ito Immanuel's land, 
It will not be a natural ſturdineſs of temper, nor 
a lifeleſs mentioning of the name of God or Chriſt, 
_ that can ſhelter us from thoſe devourers, as appears 
inthe ſeven ſons of Sceva, Acts xix. but if the Lord 
be God, then follow him ; for who is he that will 
harm you if ve he followers of that which is good 
he will give his angels charge of thee to keep thee 
in all thy ways. Great peace have they that love | 
thy law, and nothing ſhall offeod them: - And they.- 
wreſiſe moſt ſucceſsfully againſt principalities and 
powers, who fight upon their knees, as refiſting of. 
the Devil is the way to make him flee from us. 

Vet whom Satan cannot obtain to be tortured 
hereafter he will (when permitted) torment in this 
fide of time: hence if obſeſſions of bodies be ſo great 

' & plague, how much worfe is it to have kim reign 
maſter of our ſouls ? Wherefore let us watch and 
pray againſt every fin, the leaſt of which is more 
pleaſing to him and worſe to us than the being os 
cor porally tormented. - 2 

If Satan as a ſpirit, may e himſelf into our 
hvmours, no wonder that by having ſuch advantage 
in the temper, he can influence the phlegmatic to 
floth, the choleric to anger, the ſanguine to luſt and 
ſioful pleaſure, the melancholic to deſpair, & e. So they 
who think that they ſtand, have need to take head 

leſt they fall, and to pray that the watchman of Iſrael 
may make an hedge about them and their houſe, and 
about all that they have on every ſide. 

Let this not only rouze our diligence and ſtir up 
our gratitude for not being affected alike : but let it 

recall cur admiration and love of Jefus Chriſt, who: 
bath freed our ſouls and bodies from the power and 
— of Satan; and finding ourſelves too 7 work fot 


B. 2 him, 


23 a 55 
bim, in Glens theſe deluding pleaſures which 


procure our being deſerted by God, and are Satan's 

baits to this fearful thraldom; let us run to the 
rock of ages for protection and ſupport, our ſufficien- 
cy being only of God. 

Seeing there are witches and devils, there are alſo 
immortal fouls of the firſt, fince the laſt does con- 
tract for them, and takes fach pains to retain them; 
ſo that the Saducees, though they have a judicial 
blindneſs in their reaſon, are hereby rendered inex- 
cuſable by very fenfe. Evil beoks which ſtir up 
and enfnare curious fancies, tha: are ſeldom accom- 
panied with accurate judgments (the ſoul's looking | 

-cntward diverting it from diving into the depths of 
truth) are to be reſtrained ; and alfo ſuch ridiculous 
_ pamphlets, as no doubt, by the inſtigation of Satan, 
have lately been fent abroad, of defign to fruſtrate | 
any good uſe which might be made of ſuch rare pro. 
vidences, as are contained in the enfuing narrative, 
by forging others, or diſgulſing this. 

This has been delayed ſo long to be publiſhed, 
partly, that there might be the more narrow ſcrutiny 
-made into the matters of fat; and partly, by ſome 
accidents which did retard it. In it the reader ts 
not to expect any accuracy of ſtyle, becauſe the de- 

figned ſhortneſs did occaſion the wraping up of much 
matter in ſmall bounds, and the punctual exactneſs 
of truth in every circumſtance was the chief aim, 
* that other defects 1 to de the leſs PRs 
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TT was about the end of Auguſt 1696; when the 
firſt riſe and occaſion was given, (ſo far as can be 
known) to theſe ſtrange things that befel the child, 


who is the ſubject of this narrative, and the manner 


was thus: £7 

Chriſtian Shaw, NRA to a gentleman. os good 
account, called John Shaw, laird of Bargarran, in 
the pariſh of Erſkine, within the ſhire of Renfrew; 


a ſmart lively girl, and of good inclinations, about 
eleven years of age, perceiving one of the maids of 
the houſe, named Katherine Camphel, to (teal and 
drink ſome milk, ſhe told her mother of it; _where- 


upon the maid Campbel (being a young woman, of a 
proud and revengeful temper, and muck addicted to 


curſing and ſweariog, upon any light occaſion, and 
otherwiſe given to purloining) did, in a molt hideous 
rage, thrice imprecate the curſe of God upon the 
child; and at the ſame time did thrice utter theſe 
herrid words, The Devil harle (that is drag) your 


ſou] throgh hell. This paſt upon Monday, Auguſt 


17th. in preſence of Teveral witneſles, who after- 


wards made evidence of it. 


Upon the Friday following, being 3 21ſt, 


about ſun- riſing, one Agnes Naeſmith, an old widow 
woman, ignorant, and of a malicious diſpoſiti ition, ad- 


dicted to threatenings, (which ſometimes were ob- 


ſerved to be followed with ſatal events), who lived 
in the neighbourhood, came to Bargarran's houſe ;; 


Where finding the child, Chriſtian, in the court my 
her younger filter, ſhe aſked How the lady and young 


child did, and how old the young ſucking child was z 


to which Chriſtian replied, What do I know ? Thea: 2 
295 alked, How herſelf did, and how old ſhe was? of 
D 3 we” :<M 


| ; 
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to which ſhe anſwered, That ſhe was well, and i in 
the eleventh year of her age. 
On the Saturday night ther@aſfeer, being Aug. 22. 
the child went to bed in good health; but ſo ſoon as 
ſhe fell aſteep, began to ſtruggle and cry, Help, 
Help: and then ſuddenly got up, and did fly over 
the top of a reſting-bed, where ſhe was lying (her 
father, mother, and others being in the room, and 
to their great aſtoniſhment and admiration) with ſuch 
violence, that probably her brains had been daſht 
out, if a woman, providentially*ſtanding by, and 
fupported by a door at her back, had not broke the 
force of the child's motion; who being laid in ano- 

ther bed, remained ſtiff and infenfible as if ſhe had 


been dead, for the ſpace of half an hour; but for 


- forty eight hours thereafter could not lep, crying 
out of violent pains through her whole body, and no- 
fooner began to ſleep or turn drowſy but ſeemed 
greatly affrighted, crying ſtill, Help Help. 
After this the pain fixt in her left fide, and her 
body was often fo vent and ragid, as ſhe ſtood like 


do on her feet and neck at once, and continued 


without power of ſpeech, except in ſome ſhort inter- 
vals, for eight days; during which time, ſhe had 
fearce half an hours intermiſſion together, the fits 
taking her ſuddenly, and both coming on and going 
off by a ſwerff or ſhort deliquium, but appeared per- 
| rely well and ſeaſible in the intervals. 

Bat about the middle of September, her fits re. 
turn: in a manner differing from the former, where- 
in ſhe ſeemed to fight aud ſtruggle with ſomething: 
that was inviſible to ſpectators, and her action ap* 


and this with ſuch force that ENS men were 
ſcarcely able to. hold her; and when any of the 
people touched any. part of her body, ſhe did cry and 
ſereech with ſuch vehemence, as if they bad been 
| ig 2 but could not * | 


Before 


" ** 


ty 5 
- Before this time, as ſhe was ſeized witl the trou- 

ble, her parents had called for phy ſicians from Paiſ- 

ley, viz, Jobs White, apothecary, à near relation, 


1 and afterwards Dr Johnſton; who teck blund, and 
_— applied ſeveral things, both ar firſt, and afterwards, 
r without any diſcernable effect upon the patient, ei- 
C ther to the hetter or worſe: and ſhe all the while of 
1 theſe later firs, being afflicted with. extraordinary 
1 riſiogs and fallings of her belly, like the motion 1 | 
t a pair of bellows ! and fuch ſtrange movings of her 
4 body, as made the whole bed ſhe lay on ſhake, to the 
7 great conſternation of ſpeQators. 
2 Some days thereafter was an alteration in ber tis, 
: ſo far, that the got ſpeaking, during the time of them: 
r and while ſhe was in the firs, fell a crying, ak 
4 Katherine Campbeb and Agnes Naeſmith, were cut= _ 
0 ting her fide, and other parts uf her body; which 
d parts were in that time violently tormented. And 
when the fit was over, ſhe ſtill averred, that ſhe had 
r ' Teen the ſame perſons, doing the ſame things which 
& | ſhe complained of, while under the fit, (it being re- 
d markable that in the intervals ſhe was ſtill as well 
F- and ſenfible as ever) and would not believe but that 
d others preſents ſaw them as well as ſhe! In this 
ts condition ſhe eontinued with ſome, but dt very con- 
g ſiderable variation, either as to the fits or intervals, 25 
r- | for the ſpace of a month. 
After which time ſhe was conveyed (oi; 
e. where Dr Briſbane, a phyſician. deſervedly famed 
e- for ſkill and experience, did, by Mr. Henry Marſhal 
ng: apothecary, apply medicine to her; after which ha- 
p- viog ſtaid in Glaſgow, about ten days, and being 
m brought home to the country, ſhe had near a fort- 
I, nights intermiſſion. But then her fits returned, with 
re this difference, that the knew when they were co) 
he ming, by a pain in her left ſide, which ſhe felt before 
ad W they came, and ja theſe fits, her throat was prodi- 3 
en giouſly drawn down toward her breaſt, and her 


5 gas back into her hroat; her whole body be · 
re | Gang: 


. — 


18 20 = 
7 coming ſtiff and extended, as a dead corpſe, without 
ſenſe or motion; and ſometimes. her tongue was 
drawn out of her mouth over her chin to a wonderful 
length, her teeth ſetting together ſo faſt upon it, 
that thoſe preſent were forced' to thruſt ſomething © 
betwixt her teeth, for ſaving her tongue, And it 
was oft obſer ved that her tongue was thus tortured 
when ſhe efſayed to pray. And in this condition 
me was for ſome time, with ſenſible intervals where- 
in ſhe had perfect health, and could give a full ac- 
** of what ſhe was heard to- utter while in the 
mt. 

For ſeveral days theſe fits continuing with ſome 
variation, her parents reſolred to return her to 
Glaſgow, that ſhe might there have the more con- 
veniency of - being under the doctor's overſight and 
care, for further diſcerning the nature of her trouble, 
and making uſe of the molt probable natural reme- 
dies. But being on her way to her grandmother's: 
houſe at Northbar, ſhe did thruſt or ſpit out of her 

mouth parcels of hair, ſome curled, ſome plaited, 
ſome knotted, of different colours, and in large 
quantities: And thus ſhe continued to do in fe- 
veral ſwooning fiis every quarter of an hour, both 
io her paſſage to Glaſgow, which was by boat on 
| Thurday, Nov. 12th : And when ſhe was in Glaſ- 
gow, for the ſpace of three days enſuing, ſhe puts 
frequently hair out of her mouth, and in as great 
quantities as the firſt day; ber former ſwerſſing or 
ſwoaning fits recurring as often throughout the days 
b ore : And thereafter from Monday to Thurf+ 
following, ſhe put out of her mouth coal cinders 
abgut the bigneſs of cheſnuts, ſome whereof-were ſo 
= Fe they could ſcarcely be handled, one of which, 
I 
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oo Briſbane being by her when ſhe took it out of her 
Fi; |} mouth, felt to be hoiter than the heat of 3 any ones 

101 body could make it. Then for the ſpace of two 

4 days in theſe {wooning fits, as formerly, there was 

g Wt | "7 put, 
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put, or taken out of her mouths ſtraw in great 
quantities, though but one ſtraw at once folded up 


together, which when put out returned to its length 


was found to be both long and broad, and it was re- 
markable that in one of them there was a little ſmall 
pin fund. Thereafter were put out of her mouth, 
bones of various forts and ſizes, as bones of fowlh 
and ſmall bones of the heads of kine, and then fome 


fmall ſticks of candle firr, (a fort of firr: in the 


country, that burns like candle), one of which was 
about three. or four inches long; which, when any 
upon fight of either bones or ſticks took hold off to 
pull out, they found them either held 'by her teeth 

fet together upon them, or forcibly drawn back into 
her throat; particularly Archibald Bannatyne of 
Kellie younger, obſerving a bone in her mouth like 
a duck ſhank or leg bone, and effaying to pull it out, 


he declared, he found ſomething drawing it back in- 
to her throat; ſo that it took a deal of force to get it 


pulled out. it is to be noticed, that ſhe never knew 
how theſe things were brought into her mouth, and 
when they were got our of it, ſhe iramediately reco- 


vered of her fit for that time. 


After this, ſhe put out of her mouth ſome q van 


tity of unclean hay intermixed with dung, as if it 


had been taken out of a dunghill, which was ſo 
ſtinking, that the damſel could not endure rhe nau · 
ſeating taſte and vile reliſh thoſe things produced in 
her mouth, which did neceſſitate her ſtill to rinſe her 
mouth with water, after the putting of that ſort of 
matter out of it. Then for more than à days {pace, 


fhe put out of her mouth a number of wild fowls = 
feathers ; after that a pravel-ſtone, which in the | 


judgment of behefders. had been paſſed by ſome 
perſons in a gravel fit, with ſome ſmall white ſtones, 


and a whole nut gall, (wherewith they uſe to dys * £ j 
and to make ink), together with [lumps of candle | 
Wale and egg-l apts; ; during which time, the c a fi 


tinuecß 


8 22 "Fo | 
tinued as 8 in her recurring FOOTY fires 
with ſome intervals wherein ſhe was in pe: fe health: 
of all which there were many famous witneſſes, who 
in that city, (beſides thoſe who were contiaually 
with her) came frequently to viſit her, 

It is to be noticed, that the damſel at the time of 
the putting out of her mouth the ſticks above meu- 
tioned, being in bed about eight o'clock at night, 
told, he was to be grievouſly tormented with fore 

| fits at night, which accordingly fell out; for a little 
thereafter, ſhe fell into a long ſwoon, wherein ſhe 
had no uſe of any ſenſe, either of hearing, ſeeing, 
or feeling; fo as though oft times the beholders call- 

| ed to her with a loud voice, moving alſo and toſfing 
her body, all was to no purpoſe, and when the 

Laird of Kelly younger, above-named, to try the 
truth, gave her a very fore pinch in the arm, ſhe 
had no ſeaſe of it in the time. After recovery from 
the ſwoon, but yet continuing in the fit, ſhe fell a 
reaſoning with Katharine Campbel after this manner, 
Thou fit ſt there with a ſtick in thy hand to put in 
my mouth, but through God's ſtrength thou ſhalt 
not get leave: thou art permitted to torment me, 
but I cralt in God. thou ſhalt never. get my life, tho” 
it's my life thou deſizneſt. (And at that time calling 
for a Bible and candle), ſaid, Come near me Katie, 
and ll let thee ſee where a godly man was given 
up to Satan to be tormented, but God keeped his 

fe in his own hand; and ſo | truſt in God, thou 

malt never get my life, and all that thou ſhalt-be 
permitted to do unto me, I hope through God's 
mercy; ſhall turn to my advantage. This man was 
rob'd of all, and tormented in bqdy, and had no- 
wing left him but an ill wife. Come near me, Katie, 
and Pll read it to thee, (and reading that paſſage of 
Job, when ſhe came to the place where his wife faid 
to him, Curſe Cod and die?) the damſel conſidering } 
theſe words alittle, ſaid, Ol what a wife has this been, 
that hids her goodman Curſe Gol and die? 1 ; 
uld 
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have been a comfort to him in his trouble, turned ex ö 
croſs to him? Then after reading of the chapter to 4 


the end, ſhe looks towards the foot of the bed and 


ſaid, Now Katie, what think'ſt thou of that 7 


Thou ſeeſt for all the power the devil got over Job, 
he gain d no ground on him; and 1 hope he ſhall 
gain as little on me. Thy maſter the devil, deceives 
thee, he is a bad maſter whom thou ſerveſt. and thou 
ſhali find it to thy ſmart, except thou repent before 
thou die; there is no repentance to he had after 
death: i'll Jet thee ſee Katie, there is no repentance 
in hell. And turning over the book, citing Luke 
Chap. xvi, near the latter end thereof. and reading 
the ſame over, ſaid, Katie thou ſeeſt there is no 

repentance in hell, for this rich man befought Abra- 
ham to teſtify to his five bre hren, that they come 


not to the place of torment, where he was, but re. 


p-nt and turn to the Lord, for there is no winning 
out, if oncethey come there; now Katie, thou heard 
this, what thinkeft thou of it? I'll Tet thee hear 
another place which ſhould pierce thy very heart, 


and turning over the book, ſaid ſhe would read a- * 


bout Adam and Eve; thou knoweſt Katie, the ſer- 
pent the devil, thy maſter, thought to have ruined 
mankind at the beginning, his malite was fo great 
at that bleſſed ſlate wherein they were then, ſeeing 
himſelf caſt down from all hopes of mercy, uſed all 
means poſſible for him tò ſubvert their happine's, by 


ſuggeſting to them fair promiſes, and à proſpect of 


advantage to them before their eyes, in cauſing tbem 


eat that forbidden fruit, whereby they and their po- | 


ſterity fell from that eſtate wherein they were, and 


vere made ſuhject to God's curſe for ever: but Gd : 


did not ſuffer them to be at this ſtance, but of his 


infinite mercy ſhewed them a better way, whereb 


they might have lite eternal by revealing to them 
that bleſſed promiſe, ©* The ſeed of the woman ſhall © 


bruiſe the head of the ſerpent.” Now Katie what i 


thikeſt thou of that promiſe ? but have mind of this, 


* 


eee 
thou'lt get no ae by it, it's not made to thee, 
who haſt renounced God's ſervice, and taken on 
with the devil, thou art his flave, thou denied'ſt 
this; but I know thou art a hypocrite : for I re- 
member, when thou waſt in my mother's houſe, 
thou bought a Catechiſm upon a pretence to learn to 
read, to cloak thy fin: Wilt thou hear me, know- 
eſt thou the reward of the hypocrite? LI} let thee 
hear it; remember Mr William G:llies was leQuring 
the other day upon the x xiii. of Matthew, where ma- 
ny a wo is pronounced againlt the hypocrite, eight 
dreadful woes here Katie; and ſome of them belongs 
to thee: But l'll tell thee more, knoweſt thou the 
reward of the hypocrite: they ſhall be caſt into the 
lake that burns for ever, that's their portion; doſt 
thou hear this now? thou turneſt thy back to me, 
when 1 am telling the truth; if I were reading a 
ſtory book, or telling a tale to thee, thou wouldeſt 
hear that. Remember it will be thy portion too, if 
thou do not repent, and confeſs, and ſeek mercy. A- 
gain, turning over the book, ſhe read about Pilate, 
© ſaying, * Pilate e made a ſhew ef cleanſing himſelf 
of Chriſt's blood, he waſh'd his bands and declared 
himſelf innocent: but for all his wathing, he had a 
foul heart; he would not loſe his office for the ſav- 
ing of Chriſt's life; he knew well enough that 
Chriſt was an innocent perfon ; but he preferred his 
honour before Chriſt ; therefore to pleale the Jews, 
and to quench the ſtruggling in his confcience, he 
waſh'd his hands, and then delivered Chriſt to be 
crucified by them? Thus ſhe continued for more 
than tuo hours ſpace ; reaſoning at this rate, and 
exhortiog her to repent, quoting many places of 
Scripture - through the Revelation and Evangelilts, 
And when any offered to pull her Bible from her, 


ſhe uitered horrid ſcreechs and outcries, ſaying, 
* ſhe would never part with her Bible as long as the 


lived, ſhe would N it in OY of all the devils.” 
Before 


n rr 


7 25 4 

Before we paſs * this, it will be needful to 
give the reader advertiſement of ſome things 1. 
That while ſhe called for her Bible, and a candle, ſus 
neither heard nor ſaw any of thoſe perſons who were 
then actually and diſcernably preſent in the room + 
with her, and that Katharine Campbell, to whom 
ſhe directed her ſpeech was not diſcernably preſent. 
to any other body but herſelf. And the pinch ſhe 
got in her inſenſible fit ſhe found and complained uf 
the pain of it in that part afterward, but knew not. 
how ſhe came by it, nor blamed any of her tarmen- 
tors for it. 2. That theſe words ſet downas ſpo- 
ken by her, were the very ſame both for words and 
order) as nearly as they could be gathered and re- 
membered by the hearers, without any ad lition of 
their own. - 3. That altho' ſhe was a girl of a preg- 
nant ſpirit above her age, and had much of the 
Scriptures, and withal had pretty good underſtand- 
ing, above what might be expected of one of her 
years, of the foundamental principles of religion 
taught in the Catechiſms; yet we doubt not in ſo 
ſtroog a combat, the Lord did by his good ſpirit 
| graciouſly afford her a more than ordinary meaſure 
of aſſiſtance, both now and at other times in the like 
| debates. 

Sometime after the putting out of ber mouth the 
traſh above mentioned, ſhe fell into extremely vio- 
lent fits, with lamentable crying ; four perſons bei g 
hardly able to withhold her from climbing up the 

walls of the chamber, or from otherways doing her- 
ſelf hurt, meantime having no power of ſpeech, 
while in the fit, but her back and the reſt of her body 
| grievouſly pained : in which condition ſhe continued 
four or five days with the uſual ſenſible intervals : in 
which ſhe declared, that four men, Alexander and 
James Anderſons, and ot! er two, (of whom ſhe 
gave particular and exact marks, but knew not their © 
names), were t rmenting her. It was obſerved 
that many of theſe ſhe named were known to be per- 
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"Jour of ill Il fame, as theſe two perſons laſt named were. 
It is alfo remarkable, that for ſome time ſhe knew 
not the name of the ſaid Alexander Henderſon, till 
one day he came a begging to the door of the houſe, 
where the damſel was, whom ſhe ſeeing, immedi- 
ately cried out, that was he, whom ſhe had ſeen 
among the crew.“ 
After this ſhe fell into other Go ak ſhe ſaw 
the forenamed perſons with ſome others, and heard 
and ſaw ſeveral things that paſt among them. Parti- 
cularly, ſhe ſometimes told when ſhe was to take the 
fits, how- ofien ſhe would take them, (which fell 
_ out" accordingly), with ſome diſcourſe that were a- 
mong them relating to herſelf and others, 
About the eighth. of December, being 8 
home again from Glaſgow, and having had fix or 
ſeven days reſpite from her fits, ſhe atterwards fell 
into frightful and terrifying fits: the occaſion where» 
of ſhe declared to be, her ſeeing the devil in pro- 
digious and horrid ſhapes, threatning to devour her, 
and then ſhe would fall dead and (tiff with all the 
parts of her body diſtended and ſtretched out as a 
corpſe without ſenſe or motion. which fits as they 
came ſuddenly on without her k:ewledge, fo ſhe did 
as ſuddenly recover and grew perfectly well; and 
they uſually came on when ſhe <ffayed to pray In 
which tine alſo other fits took ber more ſenſibly, 
ſhe knowing when they were a-coming, how long 
they would continue, and when they would return; 
in which fits her eyes ſtrangely altered, and turned 
in her head to the admiration of ſpectators, with a 
continual painful working about her heart. ſometimes 
ner joints were complicate and drawn together, and 
her forehead drawn forcibly about toward her 
ſhoulders ; which fits ſhe took by firſt falliog into a 
ſwoon, and aſter her violent fis, inſtantly recovered 
after the ſame manner. During this time, the 
ius altered again as to their times of coming and 
T continuance; - in which ſhe ſometimes endeavbured 
| 10 
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to bits her own 4 or any thing elſe hab cas _ 


in her way, alſo when ſhe ſaw the perſons before- 
mentioned, one or two of them about her, pointing F 
them out to the perſons preſent with her, though 
by them uoſeen, and ſometimes declaring that ſhe 
had hold of them by their cloaths, particularly, 
December 17. She being. in a fore fit, ſhe cried out 
of ſeveral perſons that were tormenting her; and 
being in the bed, graſped with her hands towards 
the foot of it, and cried out, that ſhe had got a grip 
of the leeves of one IP's jerkin { (or jacket) which 
was, as ſhe ſaid, duddie, (that is ragged or tattered) 
at the elbows: and at that very inſtant, the dam- 
ſels mother and aunt heard the ſound of the rending 
or.tearing of a cloath, but ſaw or felt nothing, only 
found in each of the damſels hands, which were faſt 
cloſed, when they got them opened, a bit of red 
cloth, looking as torn off a garment ; of which kiud 
of cloch there had been none in the room ut that 
time, nor in the whole houſe, nor near it, that any 
knew of. Another particular ſhe told, was, that - 
there was ſuch an one among the crew going to 
-prick her tongue, which thereupon was inſtantly 
pulled back into. her throat, ſhe lying dumb for a 
conſiderable ſpace. Sometimes upon her recovery 
from her fits, the told that ſhe heard ſeveral things 
ſpoken and communed among her afflicters, but durſt 
not make them known ; becaufe they threatened to 
torment her after this, or the other manner, if ſhe 
ſhould make them known, and accordingly, when 
by her mother or ochers, ſhe was prevailed with to 
begin to tell them, inſtaatly the tormear fell out as 
was threatned. She told further, that her tormen- 
tors appeared to her uſually with lighes and ſtrange 


forts of candles, which were frightful tor * look = 


to them. = 

Thus ſhe continued till the firſt of Jrnugry 1697 3 
not only in the fits forementioned with ſome alterati- | 
Soy but fell likewiſe by ſwooning, into light fits, 
So C2 wherein 


Mm) - 


- b ſne cantibued about two or three hours to— 


gether, ſometimes more, ſometimes leſs, with very 
hort intervals, in which fits ſhe did not much com- 
plair of pain; but had a great palpitation in her 
breaſt, and ſometimes in other parts of her body 
ſtrange and unaccountable motions, which continued 
in a greater or leſſer degree, during the whole time 


of the fit, wherein the was ſomewhat light and not 


ſo ſolid in hei mind as at other times, though in the 


intervals of theſe, as of all other fits ſhe was ſuffici - 
ently compoſed ; which firs as all the reſt, came 


ſuddenly on and went as ſuddevly off by a ſwoon or 
werf. 
Before we proceed further in the relation, Jet i it 


the noticed firſt, that the foreſaid Agnes Naiſmith, 
deing brought by the parents a ſecond time to ſee 


the damſel, did, (though not deſired) pray for her, 
v. That the Lord God of heaven and earth 
might lend the damſel her health, and iry out the 


verity: After which, the damſel declared that 


though the ſaid Agnes had formerly been very 
troubleſome to her, yet, from that time forth, ſhe 
did no more appear to her, as her tormentor, but on 
the contrary, as ſhe apprehended, defending her from 


the fury of the reſt, 2. It is further here to be no+ 


ticed, that the forenamed Katharine Campbell, 
could by no means be prevailed with to pray for the 
damſel, but upon the contrary, when deſired by 
ſome, curſed them, and all the family of Bargarran, 
and in particular the damſel and all that belonged to 


her, withal adding this grievous imprecation, The 


devil let her never grow better, nor any concerned 


in her. be in a better condition than ſhe was in. for 


what they had done to ber.“ Which words ſhe 


- ſpoke befcre ſ-yeral famous witneſſes. 3. That 


Bargatran having prevailed with the ſheriff depute of 
the ſhire, to impriſon the ſaid Katharine Campbell, 
ſhe from the time of her impriſonment, never appear - 


| ed to the damſel; (though tormerly ſhe had ordi- 


parl y 


29 | 
yarly appeared as one of her moſt violent tormen- 


tors) except once or twice, at which t mes, it was 
found upon after enquiry, that the was not in the 


Tolbooth, but either in the jailor's houſe, or had 


liberty granted her to go out to church. 4. That at 
the time when the damſel did put out of her mouth, 
the hair and other traſh as above related, Katharine 


Campbell being taken into cuſtody, there was found 


in her pocket a ball of hair of ſeveral colours, which 


was afterwards thrown into the fire, after which 
time the damſel put no more hair out of her mouth 


Aud it is to be further noticed that ſhe ſaid, the 1 


heard among the crew, when tormenting her, that 
Katharine Campbell'made that ball of hair found in 
her pocket, of the hair of tbe damſels head which 
had been cut when her trouble began, and which did 
agree In colour, &c. when compared... | 
O pon the firſt day of January, about ten © clock 
at night, ſhe fell by ſwoonings into fits differing 
from the former, in that after the ſwooning fit was 
over, ſhe lay quiet, as if ſhe had been dead, making no 
motion at all with her body in the bed ; yet at the 
ſame time theſe preſent heard her mouroful talking, 

but with a low and hardly audible voice; and-repeat- 
iovg ſeveral ſtories in meeter, which they thought to 
be expreſſions of the riſe and progreſs of her own 
trouble; and thus ſhe continued, (fill withal nam- 


| ing ſome of the forementioned perſons) till her pa- 


rents and others offered to rouze her, by touching 
and moving her body; whereupon inſtantly ſhe ut- 
tered horrid ſcreechs, and cried as if ſhe had been 


| Pierced through with ſwords, and affaulted for her 


life. After which ſhe fell a firgirg, leaping, and 


dancing for a long time, laughing with a loud voice, 


in an uruſual manner. tearing down the hangings of 


| the bed, and pulling off her head cloaths and neck 


cloaths; in which extravegances fhe was ated with 
ſuch a force and ſirenpth, that her father and mi- 


niſter . Joining their whole 2 together, 


C 3 he. Gele 


P : "+ A 
2 x4 - = 
a OT.” 


= > * - | i * 
31 . : — 

* 
t n 4 

* 
"hy 20 
2 
* 
* 


david not get her dancing and leaping hindgred. But 
after prayer, the miniſter finding her compoſed, en- 
quired if ſhe remembered what ſhe had done in time 
of the fit; to which ſhe replied, That ſhe diſtinctly 
remembered her miſcarriages, and in ſpecial her fiog- 
ing and dancing, ſaying withal, that the witches 
enclofing her in a ring (or circle), and danciog aud 
finging about her, was the occaſion of her dancing, 
which ſhe then gladly performed with the reſt. For 
ſome days after ſhe had fits after this manner, with 
ſoms variation; in one of which fits, as ſhe was 
tearing off her head drefs-cloaths, ber parents reſolv- 
ing to ſee what would be the event, did make no 
Hindrance to her; whereupon ſhe ſtript herſelf of all 
her cloaths that were upon her, not leaving ſo much 
as her {mock upon her vey if that had been per- 
mitted. 
After this 0 or abopt the 11th Jan. the fell 
into fits different from the former, in which ſhe was 
ſuddenly carried away from he parents and others 
that were about her, with a ſudden flight, and in the 
firſt of theſe (to their great amazement) through the 
chamber and hall, down a long winding ſtair toward 
.the Tower-gate, with juch a lift and unaccountable 
motion, that it was not in the power of any to pre- 
vent her, her feet not touchiog io ground, ſo far as 
any of the bcholders could ditcern, being heard in 
her motion to laugh in an unuſual manner: but by 
divine providence, the gate being thut, her motion 
was ſtopt till ſuch time as ſome of the family ceuld 
overtake her, who endeavourirg to carry her back, 
found her ioſtantly fall as one dead, and become 
ſtiff; in which poſture, being brought back to the 
| chamber. ſhe lay for a conſiderable {pace. And be- 
ing recovered, ſhe did declare, that there were abunt 
the number of nir e or ten perfors who had carried 
her away in a ſhue (as ſhe term'd it, that is, as one 
ſwinging upon a rope) wherein ſhe then took pleaſure, 


ber fee: not at all touching the ground, to her appre- 
benßon. 45 | * 


(2) 


large ſteps of a windirg ſtair. up toward the top of 


the houſe ! where ſhe met with apparitions of ſtrange . 
and unaccountable things, but was carried down a- 


gain, as ſhe thought, in a ſhue or ſwing, afferting af- 
ter her recovery, that ſhe met upon the ſtair the 
number of {ix women and four men, and by them 


was carried toward the gate again, where according. 
ly the was found, and was carried up as formerly. all 


the parts of her body diſtended and ſtiff as one dead; 
in which poſture ſhe lay for ſome time, ard when ze- 
covering, declared, that both now*and formerly, the 


had endeavoured to open the gate, and that thoſe ſhe 


ſaw about her were helping her, with a defign to get 


ber to the court, to drown her in the well, which 
| ſhe ſaid ſhe heard them ſaying among themſelves, 


they intended to do, and that then the world would 
believe ſhe had deſtroyed herſelf. It is obtervable 
that (theſe kind of fits continuing with her for ſome 
few days) in one of them ſhe was ſtopt at the gate, 
an} found in the fore mentioned poſture, which was 
neither locked nor barred ; yet could they not get 


it opened, though both ſhe and her tormentors en- 


deavoured it. 8 | 
Before we proceed in the relation, it is not to be 
omitted that as ſoon as the damſel's affl ction was ob- 


ſerved to be extraordinary and preternatural, there 
were (beſides times formerly fet apart in a more pri- 
vate way) at the deſire of the parents and miniſter, _ 


and by the preſbytery's ſp<cial order, a miniſter or 
two appointed to meet one day of every werk, at the 


houſe of Ba: pgarran.to j in with the fan ily the miniſter 


of the pariſh and other good Chriſtians of the neigh=- 
bourhood, in faſting and praying. which utually fell 
to be on the Tueſday And upon ſan. 12th, it be- 


iog the turn of Mr Patrick dim pſon, a neighbour 
miniſter, to be chere; when he came to the huute he 


found 


The night following, ſhe was ſuddenly carried a- 
way, as before, from her parents and others who were 
about her, through the chamber and hall, and ſix teen 


= 
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Fund both the miniſter of the pariſh, and * bro- 
ther who was to, join with him had been neceſſarily 
withdrawn; yet reſolved to carry un the work with 
_ alfiltance of three elders, ſume other good people be- 
ing preſent. When he fii ſt ſaw the damſel after he 
eame to the houſe, he found her under ſome eſſer fits 
which came and went off quickly, and when prayer 
began ſhe was quiet and ſober during the ſame, but in 
time of ſinging the xeiii. Pſal. ſhe fell into a ſore fit, 
of greater contiruance, fiiſt laughing, then making 
ſome ſound like ſinging, after that pulling her head 
Cloaths down over her face, aud laſtly, turning ſo out- 
rageous in her motions that her father could ſcarce 
get her holden with his whole ſtrength, but behoved 
to ly over upon the bed with her in his arms until the 
fit abated: after her recovery from which, ſhe was 
quiet and compoſed all the time of prayer, and while 
the miniſter lectured on Mark ix. from 14, to 30. v. 
was very attentive, carefully looking in her Bible the 
Scriptures quoted, ſo all along both in time of prayer 
and ſinging, unti! the whole religious exerciſe was 
ended, and ſome refreſhment after the ſame taken, at 
the end of which ſhe told the company, ſhe had ſome- 
thing to tell, which ſhe had heard ſome amoryg ber 
tormentors fayiug, which ſhe durſt not reveal; but 
the miniſter and her mother urging her to be free and 
not to obey the Devil, ſhe ſaid, ſhe would tell it her 
mother in her ear. Then coming from the other ſide 


of the table. and placing herſeif betwixt her mother 


and aunt, ſhe be gan to whiſper in ber mother's ear; 
but before ſhe got a ſentence fully piopcunced, me 
ſell into a violent fit, ſo as her mother and thoſe nt xt 
her could ſcarcely hold her till the violence thereof 
began to abate, and then her mother told that ſhe 
was ſpcaking of a meeting and a feaſt, they had fp. ke 
of in the orchard of Bargarran, but was able to ſay nv 
more, and after recovery, her mother deſiriog her 
to tell the reſt of it, and ſhe beginning to whiſper in 


ber car, as before, could not get ons Word uttered = 
| | | e 


5 


"I es 

o. he was ſeized again of a fit, as violent as the former. 
ily Whereupon the miniſter perceiving her torment, de- 
th fired them to forbear any further · troubling of her. 
Notice, that accordingly there was a feaſt and meet- 


be- 
he ing in that orchard about that time, of the crew, ac- 
fits knowled ed and declared aftet wards by three of them, 


that confeſſed themſelves to have been there, viz. 


er » 

in Elizabeth Anderſon, James and Thomas Eirdſays, 
fit, they not knowing what either the damſel had ſpoken, 
ing or one of them what another had confeſt relating 


ad thereunto. | | | : 

at- About or within a little after this time, ſhe was 
"ce again ſuddenly carried from them in the former man · 
ed ner down a ſtair, which goes off from a corner of the 
he chamber to a cellar juſt below ir, where her brother 
„as and lifter were providentially gone dows a little be- 
ile fore, to brirg ſome drink from the cellar, and alrea- 


dy near the ſtair foot, with alighied candle, which 


v. 

he ſhe ſoon put out; but they crying and holding her 
er by the head-cloaths, quickly diſcovered to the reſt 
vas where ſhe was. Upon which Mr Alexander King, 
at miniſter at Bonnil, (being then in the chamber) made 


ther and ſiſter had loſt hold of her, ſhe having looſed 
her head-cloaths and let them go; yet Mr King ha- 
ving caught hold of her, kept her in his arms till a 


W forcibly drawing her downwards, but he ſtifkeeping _ 
bis hold, ſhe fell ſtiff, as one dead, upon the ſtair, 


tie and was in this poſture carried up and laid in bed, 
xt where ſhe lay a conſide table ſpace. And when re- 
-of corered of the fit, ſhe declared that the occaſion of 
ſhe her going down ſtairs with ſuch force, was, that the 
be crew had ſuggeſted to her while ſhe was in che light 
no WM fits; that the devil was in the meal cheſtin the cellar, _ 
her and that it ſhe would go down and put out the candle, 


ſhe might force him out of it. Notice here, firſt, 
that when ſome fits of this kind were ready to ſeixe 
© as IY — 


3 


haſte down ſtairs where he found her, but her bro 


lighted candle was brought, and endeavouring to bring ⁵ ⁵ 
ker up ſtairs, did declare-that he found fomething 
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ES (which is a head-lace, ſuch as women tie up their hair, 
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weg reſtored to a right compoſure of mind, ſhe de- 
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her, ſhe ſometimes gave advertiſement thereof te 
thoſe preſent with her, giving ſigas of her earneſt de- 
fire of their help to prevent her motion, which uſual- 
ly proved to be of good effect, wherein the divine 
mercy. toward her is much to be obſerved. 2: lt is 
allo to be noticed, that about the time when ſhe was 
in theſe flying fits, ſhe uſed to utter horrid ſnrieks and 
outcries, not like thoſe of rational creatures; in which 
time there were heard for three nights together, when 
the damſel was aſleep in bed, ſhrieks and ontcries of 
the ſame kind in the E6urt, whey none of the family 
was without '-6rs, tothe great affrightment of thoſe 


who heard them, being that they exactly reſembled - 


the cries of and ſhrieks the damſel uſed to utter in 


the fits; who afterwards in one of her intervals hear - 


ing ſome of the family talking of thoſe cries and.” 
ſhrieks, and alledging they had been uttered by ſome 


wild beaſt or other, ſaĩd to them they were miſtaken, - 


for it was Margaret. And two others bf the name 
of Margaret, called by the crew their Maggi's, had 
uttered. theſe ſhrieks, the Devil having.promiſed to 
them at that time to carry her o\ieof tt e houſe to 


© * © thi, that theyplight drown her in the well, where 


there were eighteen more waiting for her. 
After this ſhe fell into freting and angry fits (as ſhe 


= *tgri'd them) in which her humour was croſs to all 


8 
1 


that thoſe about her could ſay or do, nothing pro- 
ying to her fatis faction, but every thing diſplesſing, 
(her former fits withal no and then ſeizing her) but 


clared that her tormentors about her, did {till ſuggelt 
to her and adviſe her, to go to ſuch and ſuch remote 
places of the houſe alone, and bring with her a ſnood 


with) or a cravat or {ome ſuch thing, promiſing her 
rough almonds or ſome kinds of ſweet meats which 
they named to her, and for that end, to bring her 
apron with her to hold them in, and accordipgly 
when ſeized again with fits of this nature, * 1 
Ed | | utely 
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lately endeavour to repair to theſe places, haviog a 


ſnood or cravat and her apron with her, and would 
ſuffer none to be in her company, which put her 
parents and others to a neceſhty of detaining her by 
force. and ſhe being thus prevented. utrered hideous 
ſcreechs and outcries, of which i in this ſort of fits ſhe 
was ſeldom free 

- Thurſday, January 14th, at night, a young laſs or 
girl appeared to her with a ſcabbet face amongſt the 
reſt of her tormentors, telling ber ſhe was to come 
to the houſe to mor row about ten 06 Decke and for- 


bidding her to reveal it. 
»The next day being January 15th. in this det 


noon the damſel earneſtly enquired at her mother 
and the reſt of the family what beggars had come to 


the gate that day, and of what countenance and 


and vifage they were? but the family not knowing 


her deſign in ſuch a queſtion, gave no heed unto it; 


yet ſhe {till inſiſting, and being in company with her 
mother and another gentlewoman. about four © clock 
at night, ſaid to them, ſhe thought ſhe m ht tell 
them ome what -C che time being now paſt) 2 was 
forbidden to reveal it; but beginning to tell ſhg pre- 
ſently fell a crying. that ſhe was tormented and prick- 
ed through her whole body, yet recovering from the 
fit, went on and told it; the thing the had to revedt 
was, that a ſcabbed faced laſs appeared to her yeſter- 
night, and was to be at the gate this day at ten o'. 
clock. Whereupon the ſervants being enquired at, 
what ſort of beggars had been there that day, did 
declare among others, there had been a beggar wife 
at the door and a younger woman or laſs with her 
who had fcabs on her face, and received their 
alms. 8 
Jan. 16th and 1th, when recovered of her ſwoon- 
ing fits, ſhe put out of her mouth a great number of 
pins, which the declared P—— had forced 
into her month, and a gentlewoman who bad been 
always one of her moſt violent tormentors, 
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2 Jan. 21. her fits altered again, after this manner, 
ſhe would fall ia them with heavy ſighs and groans, 
and hideous outcries,. telling thoſe about her that 
cats, ravens, owls and horſes, were deſtroying and 


- ou her down- in the bed: and at the fame time 


r mother and another gentle woman, being in the 
room with her, did declare, that immediately after, 
they had taken the girl out of her bed in this condi- 
tion, they did fee ſumething moving under the bes 


. Cloaths as big as a cat. 


The ſame morning in the interval of her TY ſhe 
faid, ſhe heard her tormentors whiſper among them · 
ſelves, and ſuggeſt to one another, (naming 1 
P— —, the Anderſons and others) that the devil had 
promiſed and engaged to them, to carry her over the 
hall window,, to the end they might drown her in 


the well which was in the court, and then they ſaid 


the world would believe ſhe had deſtroyed herſelf; 
and the ſame day and ſeveral days therzafter, when 
ſeized with her grievous fi s. did attempt with ſuch 
force to get herſelf. over that window, that ſp:c+ 
tators could ſcarce with their whole itrength prevent 
her 755 

About this time, nothing in the world would ſo 
diſcompoſe. her as religious exerciſes ; if there were 
any diſcourſes of God or Chriſt, or any of the things 
Which are not ſeen and are eternal, ſhe would be caſt 
into grievous agonies; and when ſhe eſſayed in her 
light firs, to read any portion of the Scriptures, re - 
peat any of the Pſalms, or anitwer any queſtions of 
our catechiſms (which ſhe could do exactly at other 
times) ſhe was ſuddenly ſtruck dumb, and lay as one 
ſtiff dead, her mouth opened to ſuch a wideneſs that 
ber jaw appeared to be ont of joint, and anon would 


_ clap together again with incredible force. The fame 


happened to her ſhoulder blade, her elbow, and hand- 
wriſts. She would at other times lie in a benumed 
condition, and be drawn together as if she had been 


ud. * and heels, with roges:3 ; yet on a ſudden 
i would 
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thoſe grievous agonies were over, she again cſfeyed 


tt; 1 „ . 
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vduld with ſuch force and violence be pulled up and 


tear all about her, that it was as much as one or two 


could do, to hold her faſt in their arms : but when 
miniſters and other good Chriſtians (ſeeing her in 


fach intolerable anguishes) made ſerious application. | 


by prayer to Ged, on her behalf, she got reſpite front 
her grie vom fits of this kind, and was ordinarily free 
of them during the time of prayer, though ſeized of 
them before ; and albeit, uſually, when mmiſters be- 


gan to pray, she made great diſturbance by idle loud 


talking, whiſtling, fioging and roaring, to drown the 
voice of the perſon praying. WE” Ye 

Particularly Jan. 22.she was more turbulent then at 
ether times She uſed to be, and continued ſome ſpace 
after the miniſter be gan to pray, ſinging and making 
hideous noiſe, fetching furious blows with her fiſt, 
and kicks with her feet at the miniſter, uttering re- 


# proachful talk of him, and calling him dog, &c. Yet 


she being compoſed, and her fi:s being over before 
prayer was ended, and the miniſter when he had done, 
finding her ſober and in a right compoſure of mind, 
enquired why-$he made ſuch diſturbance ? To which 
She replied, she was forced to do it by the hellighy 
crew about her, and that she thought they were none 
of her own words that she uttered. e 

Jan. 24th, She ſaid ſome things relating both to 
herſelf and others, had been ſuggeſted to her by her 
troublers ; but that they had threatned to torment. 
her, if she should offer to make them known. Add 
accordingly she eſſaying to expreſs her mind, was 
calt into two grievous fits, in which she cried out of 
violent pains y all the partCof her body becoming 
rigid and extended like a corpſe, her head was twiſ- 
ted round, and if any offered by force to obſtruct, 
ſuch dangerous motion she ſeemed to be upon, she 
would roar exceedingly; ſometimes her neck bone 
ſeemed to be diſſolved; and yer on a ſudden became 
lo ſtiff, that there. was no moving of it; and when _ 
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A 
Aenpreſe her mind by write, but to no purpoſe; * 
inſtantly she was caſt into other two very grievous 
fits, wherein she was ſtruct dumb, deaf and blind, 
and her tongue drawn a prodigious length over her 

chin. And when the fits were over, declared, the 
Anderſons, |— P— the gentlewoman, and i- D— 
with the rel of the hellish crew, fome of whom she 
could not name, had been tormenting her in the fits, 
and that there had been fifteen of them about the 
- houſe all the laſt night, but were now all gone fave 

ane, who was to ſtay about the houſe till her ſits 
were over. And accordingly her brother and fiſter 
did declare, they faw that morning a woman in the 
garden with a red coat about her head, fitting at the 
root of an apple-tree ; but Bargarran with moſt of 
the ſervants being abroad, the matter e, far- 
eder ſearched. 

The fame day about Gr at nipht, chai was ſeized 
wink variety of prievous fits again, in which ſome- 
times she lay wholly fenſelcſs and breatlileſs, with 
ber belly {welled like a drum, as like a woman with 
child, her eyes were pulled into her head ſo far, that 
ſpectators thought ſhe ſhuuld never have uſed them 
more: ſometimes when ſhe was tying her own neck- 
cloaths, her enchanted hands would tie them ſo ſtrait 

About her neck, that the had ſtrangled herſelf if 
ſpectators had not given ſome relief unto her; ſomes: 
times {he was in hazard of burning herſelf in the fire, 
offering with violence to throw herſelf into the ſame, 
Divers times ſhe did {trike furious blows at her near 
relations in her fits, ſhe'd maintain diſcourde with © 
her tormentors, and aſking queſtions concerning her- ft 
felf and others, received aalwer from them, which Mt {t 
indeed none but berſclf perceived; reaſoning with pe 
one of them after this mabner: ö 
6 O what ail'd thee to be a witch ! thou ſay'lt i tot 

is but three nights fince thou waſt a witch, O if thou tb 
wouldſt repent, it may be God might give thee re- Ha 
pentance, if thou woldit ſeek it and confeſs ; if * og 
98 8 5 | 7 £2 
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would defire me I would do what I could; for the 


devil is an ill maſter to ſerve. he's a liar fan the 


beginning, he promiſes what he -cannot. perform. 


Then calling for her Bible, ſhe ſaid, I'l} let thee fee 


where he promiſed 10 our firſt parents that they 
ſhould not die; (and reading the paſſage, faid) now 
thou ſeeſt he is a liar, for by breaking of the com- 
mandment, they were made liable to death here, and 
death everlaſting. O that's an uncouth. word; long 
eternity, never to have an end, never never to have 
an end; had not God of his infinite mercy, ordained 
ſome to eternal life through Jeſus Chriſt. The 
devil makes thee believe thou wilt get great riches 
by ſerving him; but come near,” and having utter- 
ed this word, the loſt power of her ſpeech, her 
tongue being drawn back into her throat; yet beck- 
ning with her. hand to the ſpectre to come near her, 
and turning over the book, kept her eye upon that 
paſſage of holy Seripture, Job xxvii. 18. and point- 


ing with her ſinger at the place, and ſhaking ber 


head, turned over the book again; and recovering 
her C peechy, faid, * Fl let thee fon; where God bids 
us ſock and we ſhall find, and reading over the place 
ſaid. it is God. that gives us every good gift, we have 
nothiog of our own, I ſubmit to his will though x 
never be better ; for God can make all my trouble 
tura to my advantage, according to his word, Rom. 
viti. 28.“ which place ſhe then read, and un ges- 


| finued reaſoning, for the ſpace of an hour. 


Sometimes ſhe cried out of violent main, hp reaſon 
af furious blows and ſtrckes, ſhe had received from 


| The hands of her tormentors, the poiſe of which 
| ſtrokes, byſtanders diſtinctly heard, though _ 
Perceived not the hands that pave them. 


One night the girl ſitting with her parents and 
others, cried out, ſomething was wounding aa 
thigh ; upon which inſtantly her mother putting | 
hand 1a the damſel's pocket, found her folding k 125 
ed which bad. been folded when put in her 
pocket; 


"ing, 
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pocket ; but ber uncle not truſtiog the thiog, did 
again put up the knife, and leaving it folden in her 
pocket, on a {ſudden ſhe cried out, as before, the 
'knife was cutting her thigh, being unfolded by means 
"of J. P. and others, as ſhe {aid : upon which her 
uncle ſearching her pocket again, found the knife 
opened as formerly. This happened twice or thrice, 
to the admiration of the beholders, though they 
took ſpecial notice that ſhe nor any other viſible 
hand opened it, 

Jan. 25th, She was again ſeized with. her REA 
og ſtiff fits, with this remarkable variation ; her | 
throat was ſometimes moſt prodigiouſly extended, | 
and ſometimes as ſtrangely contracted ; fo that he 
appeared in palpable danger of being. choaked ; and | 
-through the violence of pain in her throat, and dif. i 
ficulty of breathing, ſtruggled with feet and hands, 
as if ſome had been actually ſtrargling her, and 
could ſpeak or cry none; with which kind of fits 

h 
b 
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the was frequently feized for ſeveral days, and 
in the intervals, did declare, that the fore mention> 
ed perſons and others, (whom ſhe could not get 
then named) were ſtrangling her, and that the oc- 
caſion of her not having power to ſpeak or cry in the 
fit, was a ball in her throat, which alſo was viſible 
to ſpectators; for they did clearly diſcern a bunch 
in her throat (while in the fit) as big as a 44 s egg, 

which had almoſt choaked her. 

Sometimes ſne was kept from eating ber meat, 
having der teeth ſet, when ſhe carried any food to 
ker mouth. Divers times alſo ſhe was kept from 
drinking, when at meat; for no ſooner. 4 ſhe | 
taſte the drink, but ſhe was in hazard to be choak: 
ed thereby, and herſelf ſometimes would have held 
the cup ſo hard betwixt her teeth, that it was not 
in the power of thoſe with her to anlooſe it. And 
when any thing had fallen out amiſs in tbe place 
where ſhe was, as the falling and breaking of -a cup, 
| nw * s receiving harm and ſuch like, she 5 
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Fall A Reghidg and rejoice extremely; which Mud 
of jolliry was far from "me git!" $ temper when at 


herſelf. 


„Feb. 1ſt, She effaying to tell ſome things me 3 


been forbidden by her tormentors to make known, 
was handled with intolerable torments. At the 
beginning of her fits, uſually ſhe would be kept oddly 


looking, ſometimes toward the chimney, fometimes 


towards other particular places in the room, but 
could nut always tell what ſhe ſaw; yet for ordioary 
ſhe'd name ſuch and ſuch” perſons, who, ſhe ſaid, 
were then come to caſt her into fits. And when any 
defired her to cry to the Lord Jeſus for help, ber 
teeth were inſtantly ſet cloſe, her eyes twiſted al- 
moſt round id her head, and ſhe was thrown upon 
the floor with the Riffoeſs; and poſture of one that 
had been ſome days laid for dead; and on a ſudden” 
recovered again, and would weep bitterly, to ſemem- 
ber what had befallen ber. The ſame day, when 
her fits were over, ſhe ſaid, ſhe now perceived it was 


by the means of- a charm, that ſuch reſtraints were 
laid upon ber, that ſhe could not tell what the 


4 


witches had forbidden her to make known, but the 
charm might be found out (as the ſaid) by ſearching - 


for it beneath the bed where ſhe lay; and ſhe ha- 


ving quickly done this herſelf, found (to the appre- 
benſion of ſpeckators) begeath the foreſaid bed, an 


| Intire egg-ſhell open inthe end, which beinginſtant-" 


ly thrown into the fire, did melt away after the man- 
ner of wax; without any noiſe as"egg-ſhells uſe to 
make when burning in the fire; After this the girl” 


ſaid, She would not now be handfed fo ſeverely, - 


upon effayiag to make known what the witches had 
forbidden her to tell, only her tongue” would be 
drawn back into her throat, which accordingly bap- 
pened, - She did likewiſe inform her friends of many” 


things she had not liberty to dé, before the? charm® 


was found out, particularly, that her tormentors had 


requently ſolioited her to become a witch herfels,- 5 
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20d rokifed ber great riches and verſe healch 
alſo, to induce her thereunto. Which temptation, . 


She, through the infinite mercy of God, ſtill refiſted, 
_ reaſoning with them after this manner: The devil 
promiſes what he cannot perform, and granting he 
could fulfil his promiſes, yet I am ſure from the 


Scriptures, hell add the wrath of God wil be the 


final reward of all ſuch as yield to this wickedneſs.“ 
Fo which she received this reply, (which indeed, 
none but herſelf perceived) that, Hell and the wrath 


of God fo much talked of, was not ſo formidable ay 


was repreſented. She alſo ſaid, the witches had 
importunately urged her to give them her conſent, 
to take away the like of her young filter, who' was 
at that time upon her mother's breaſÞ; which temp- 
tation alſo, she was enabled through. the grace of 
God to reſiſt. She told her parents likewiſe, there 
had been a charm: laid upon the top of the houſe, 
where her young filter was (the child having been 
ent out a nurfiog, by reaſon of the continued afflic- 


ion of the family) and that the charm had been 


placed upon the top of the houſe. by pinch'd Ma 25 
Who thereby did deſign the taking away of her fitter's 
life; and that this was the cauſe why, she had fo 
Fes, for ſome weeks before, defired ber mother to 
bring-home her ſiſter, conftantly afficming, that the 
nid would daily decay as long as she {laid. there. 
Whereupon her parents obſerving-the daily decay of 
he infant, even to ſkin and bone, brought her home, 
where she recovered. The girl-being aſked how 
she came to the knowledge of theſe things? replied, 
ſomething ſpeaking diſtindly as it weie above her 
head, had ſuggeſted tbele, and other. chinznof that 
nat ue to her. 1 
Pcb. 2d. The girl dane in the chamber with. her 
mother, and others, was on a ſudden ſtruck with great 
fear and:conſternation, and fell a trembling upon the 
7 of John Lindſay, in Barloch, talking with bet 


err in dhe ball. She laid to. her OY the 
; ore: 
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breſald Lindſay. had been always one ef han ma 9 


violent tormentors, and that ſhe had been threatned 


with extreme tortures, if ſhe ſhould: offer to name 
kim; whereupon ſhe was deſired to go towards the 
place where he was, and touch ſome part of his bo- 
dy in a way uoknown to him, which having done 
with ſome averſion, was inſtantly ſeized with ex- 


| treme tortures in all the parts of her body. After 
which Lindſay was put to it, and interrogate there» 


upon; but ke giving no ſatisfying anſwer, was de- 
ſired to take the damſel by the hand, which he being 


unwillingly induced to do, she was immediately up- 


on his touch caſt into intolerable anguiſhes, her eyes 


being almoſt twifted round ig her bead, and all the . 
parts of her body becoming rigid and hf, fell dowa * 


in the poſture. of one that had been laid for ſome 
days dead, and afterwards got up in a ſudden, and 
tearing her cloaths, threw berſelf with violence up- 
oo him, and when her fit was over, ſpeQators did 


alſo take the damſe! by the hand, yet no ſuch effect 
followed. 


About ſix at nig ha, there came an old Hi ghland 


fellow to Bargarran, who calling himſelf a weary 


traveller, laid, he behoved to lodge there that night, 


but the ſervants re fuſing him lodging, gave him ſome- 


thing by way of alms. At this time the damſel be- 


ing in the chamber with her mother and another 


gentlewoman, ſaid to the beſt of her apprehenſion. 


there vvas one of the vvicked crevv in or about the 
houſe at that time; vybereupou- her mother made 
haſte vvith her daughter. dovvn ftairs tovvards the 
kitchen. And finding there unexpectedly the High- 


land fellovy, vyhem the girl then accuſed as one of 
her toi mentors, ſhe defired the Highland fellovv to 


take her daughter by the hand, vvhich he being urged 
to do, . the girl immediately upon his touch vyas grie- 


vouſly tormented in all the parts of her body. And 
this falling out in divine pronieeder, Bargarran cauſ» 
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The neſt wort the miniſter having come 6 ö 
. to viſit the damſel, and the matter being 
imparted to bim, called for the Highland fellow, i | 
and having queſtioned him to and again about this 
matter, without any ſatisfying anſwer, brought the 
child out of the chamber, covering het face, and al. 
moſt her whole body with bis cloak, and giving 
ſigns to the Highland fellow to touch her in this po- 
ſtare, as he had ordered him before, without the: 
damfel's knowledge, which he having done with 
great averſion, the girl not knowing of his touch, 
MW was inſtantly caſt into intolerable agonies as former- 
9; yet others afterwards touching her, no ſuch e- 

vent followed. And when her fits were over, ſhe 
befought the Highland fellow, to allow her the li- 
| berty for to difcover and tell perſons that haunted 
and moleſted her, whom he had forbidden her to 
make known : Upon which the. old fellow looking 
at her with an angry countenance, her mouth was 
inſtantly-ſtoped,. and her teeth fett: And being de- 
tired by thoſe preſent to ſpeak her mind freely; 
whether he would or not, at length replied,. ſhe 
fear: d to doit. And when through the importuaity. 
of the lairds of Dargavel and Porterſield of Ful wood, 
and ſome other gentlemen there preſent, ſhe effayed 
to declare her mind, ſhe was ſeized with her fits 
FR. 6 | 
Before this time, the lumdeptabie caſs of the af 
fitted damſel and family, had been repreſented to 
bis Majeſty's moſt honourable privy council, who 
upon ſerious application made to them, worthily: 
and piouſly N a commiſſion to a noble lord and: 
fome worthy gentlemen, to make enguiry into the 
fame. By vertue of this comniſhon, ſome ſuſpected 
perſons were ſeized ; particularly Feb. 4. Alexander 
Anderſon an ignorant, irreligious fellow, who had 
been always of evil fame, and accuſed by the affſict- 
ed damſel, by a ſpecial order from the commiſſon- 
ers for enquiry, was appreberded and committed 
8 o- 
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the perſon ſhe ſpoke of. 
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10 priſon; ab was alſo Eliſabeth [Anderſon his 0 


daughter, upon flagrant preſumptions of witcheraft; 


for the other year, jean Fulton her grandmother, 


an old ſcandalous woman, being cited be fore the 
kirk ſeſſion, and accuſed for bideous cus fing, and 
imprecating miſchief upon ſeveral perſons, which 


had been followed with fatal events; the foremegti- 


oned Eliſabeth Andei ſon her grandchild, who' lived 
in the houſe with her, did declare before the ſeſſion, 
ſhe had frequently ſeen the devil in company with 


her grandmether, in the likeneſs of a ſmall black 
man, who uſually did evaniſh on a ſudden, within 


the walls of the houſe, when any body came to the 
door. Upon this preſumption was the ſaid Eliſabeth 


Anderſon feized with bet father, and committed to 


cuſtody; but at firſt maſt obſtinately denied acec ſſion 
any manner of way to the fin of witchcraft, until af. 


terwards, when | ſeriouſly importuned and dealt with 


in the priſon by two gentlemen, did, before ſhe came 
to Bargarran's honfe, confeſs her _ guilt, without 
Bargarran's knowledge at that time. And that ſhe 
had been at ſeveral meetings with the devil and 
witches, and amongſt others, ſhe. did declare "her 


own father, and the forementioned Highland fellow, 


to have been active inſtruments of the girl's trouble; 
and gave, before ſhe was confronted with him, ex- 
act marks of this Highland body, and though ſhe 
declared ſhe knew not his name; yet when confront- 
ed with him, did accuſe bim, and affirm he was 


February 5th, A quorum of the . commiſſioners 


being met at Bargarran, and the perſons then de- 
lated by Eliſabeth Anderſon to have been at meet- 
mgs with the devil, and active inſtruments of the 


damſel's trouble, viz. Alexander Anderſon. ber fa- 
ther, Agnes Naſmith, Margaret Fultoun, James 
Lindſay alias Curat, John Lindſay alias Biſnop, Ka- 
tharine Campbell were all of them (excepting John 
Lindſay alias Biſhop, was not then apprebended), 
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Confronted'with Katharine Shaw before the lard Blau. 
tyre and the reſt of the. commiſhoners at Bargarran, 
and ſeveral other gentlemen of note and miniſten 
then preſent, and accuſed by her as her tormentors, 
And they having all ſeverally touched her in pre- 
fence of the commiſſioners, ſhe was at each of their 
touches feiz'd with grievous fits, and caſt into into- 
lerable anguiſhes, others then preſent” alſo touching 
her the fame way, but no ſuch effect followed. And 
it is remarkable, when. Katharine Campbell touched 
the girl, ſhe was immediately npon her touch. ſeized 
with more grievous fits, and caſt into more intoles 
rable tormenis than what followed upon the touch 
of the other accuſed perſons, whereat Cambell her- 
felf being damped and confounded; though sbe 
had formerly - declined to - bleſs her, uttered: theſe 
words; The Lord God of heaven and earth bleſs 
thee, and fave thee, both ſoul and body :'* After 
which the damſel when the fits were over, in which 
She had been a molt pitiful ſpectacle, did declare, 
she was now looſed, and that she might freely touch 
any of the accuſed: perfons, or they her after this, 
Without trouble, Which accordingly” upon trial fell 
ſo but, and being enquired how she came to th: 
knowledge of that, anſwered as formerly in the like 
cafe, That ſomething ſpeaking diſtinctly as it were 
above her head, ſuggeſted this to her; and likewiſe 
uſually gave her the knowledge of the names of her 
tormentors, and-places ia Which they lived. 


3 


February 6. The girl being ſeized with ſore fits; r 
ſomething was ſeen in her mouth, to the judgment WM i: 
of ſpectators like pieces of orange pills inviſibly con- 
veyed into her mouth, which she ſeemed in her a- 
gonies to be chewing, and having got down het 
throat, as thoſe preſent apprehended, she did fall 
down dead ard tiff, as if she had been choaked, 

ſtruggling with her feet and hands, as if at the lait 
gaſp, her tliroat ſwelling in a prodigious manner; 
to the affrightment of ſpectators, and when reco. 
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3 but yet in the light fit ; she'd ſay, O it was 


a very ſweet orange pill which I got from the gentle 


woman, aad did conſtantly affitm the fame, declaring 


alſo that there had been others there preſent with 
the gentle woman, particularly Margaret L—— 
or pinch'd Maggie, whoſe ſirname she had neither 


power nor liberty to expreſs, neither durſt she offer 


to do it, leſt she should be tormented as was threa- 
teced, and always fell out when she effayed to do 


it, either by ſpeakiag or writing, which had appear d 
the day before in the preſence of the. -commiſh- 


Odetfs 


not yet twelve years of age, was ſeized, upon fla- 


grant preſumptions of wiichcraft ; he had ſaid be- 


fore ſeveral credible perſons, the devil was his fa - 
ther, and if he pleaſed he could fly in the likeneſs of 
a crow upon the malt of a ship, he ſometimes cauſed 
a plough ſtand and the borſe break the yoke upon the 


pronouncing of ſome words, and turning himſelf 


about wider shins; that is turning himſelf round 


from the right Band to the left. contrary to the 


natural cs of the ſun. This he would do 


upon the deſire of any body who gave him a halfpeny _ 


Upon theſe and the like flagrant preſumptions he was 
apprehended, who at firſt, though he continued 


molt obſtina e in den'al ; yet afterwards cunfeſſed 


to the miniſter in his own houſe, before famous 


_ witneſſes, compact with the devil, and that he had 


received the inſenſible mark from tie devil, which 
is vifible upon his body: as alſo, that he had been 


at ſeveral meetings with the devil and witches. 
| Where he ſaid were preſent, his brother James, 
wih others, and particularly thoſe who had beea 
delated by Anderſon This he confeſſed, with 


ſome other wickedneſs of this kind before he was 


eccmmitted to cuſtody in Bargarran houſe. | 
After this Bargarran made diligent ſearch for 
| James Longing; elder brother to Thomas, having 
| a 1 been 


About this 8 ee Lindlay a young boy, 
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been all along accuſed by the afflicted damſel 23 one 
of her troublers, whom she called the glei'd or 
ſquiat eye d elf (as he was indeed) for that was the 

name the crew about her gave him, who when he 
was brought upon the place, though he did at firſt 
- molt obitinately deny his guilt, yet at length through 
the the endeavours of Mr Patrick Simſon, a neigh- 
baur miniſter, ingenuouſly confeſſed the guilt he was 
charged with, and in his confeſhon did agree in eve- 
ry material circumſtance with the other two, though 
he knew not what they had confelt, he having not 
ſeen them before his confeſſion, nor had he any occa- 
ſion of information in conference with others there- 


anent, being immediately brought to the place from 


the Tolbooth of Glagow, where he had been ſome 
vveeks before that time in priſon, as a vagabond 
beggar upon a 2 to have ſent him to foreign 
plantations. 

A more particular account of what they freely 
conſefſed and acknowledged before the commiſſio- 
ners, for enquiry, we have for the ſatis faction of 
the reader ſubjined to the narrative, with an ab- 
ſtract of the report made by the commiſhoners to 
the lords of his majeſty's moſt honourable privy 
council, concerning the whole affair. 

February 11. There was by the preſbytery's appoint- 
ment, a public falt kept upon the damſel's account 
in the church of Erſkine, in which Mr Turner mi- 
niſter of the place began the work with prayer, ex- 
pounding Rev. xii from ver. 7. to ver. 13. 
James Hutchiſon miniſter at Killellan took the — 
turn of prayer, and did preach upon 1 Pet. v. 8. 
and Mr Simſon concluded the work, preaching up- 
on Matthew xvii. 20, 21, where the girl was pre- 
ſent all day; but before ſhe came to church that 
moruing, ſhe told, that while ſhe was in one of her 
fits, the night before, ſhe heard the devil ſpeaking 


of that public faſt, and what miniſters were to be 


| n and that old man Mr James Hatchiſon ſhould 
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Rumble, and bis pervick fall off as he went up * 
the pulpit, and all the people ſhould laugh at him, 


and he ſhould break his neck in going home. And 


when ſhe came out of the church after the forenoon's 
work, ſhe ſaid, the devil was a liar; for no ſuch 
thisg fell out as he had threatened. She was all 
day very quiet in church, although being in ſome of 
her light fits, ſome ſpectres appeared in time of the 
public work, which ſhe told of thereafter. 

About fix at night, there were preſent in the 


chamber with the damſel, Mr Simpſen with his 


wife, lady Northbarr and others, diſcourſing and | 


conferring about her caſe ; and while they were con- 
ferriag together, ſhe told them, ſhe would gladly 


make ſome things known if ſhe durſt for her tor- 
mentors ; and afterwards eſſaying to do it, was in- 
ſtantly ſeized with a violent fit ; in which ſhe leapt 
ſtraight up, and appeared as if he had been choaked, 
ſo it was as much as one or two could do, to bold 

her faſt in their arms: and when the fi was over, 
Mr Simpſon going about family worſhip, di expound 

Pſalm cx. and ſpeaking of the limited power of the 
adverſaries of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, from the latter 
part of ver. 1. ſhe was on a ſudden feized with a- 
nother grievous fit, in which ſhe put out of her 
mouth ſome blood, which rais'd grounds of fear 
and jealouſy in the minds of ſpectators, that ſome- 
thing in her mouth hurting her, had been the occaſi- 
on of it; yet they could not get her mouth opened. ; 
though they uſed means to open the ſame, her teeth 
being cloſs ſet. And in the interval of the fir, ſhe 
being aſked, if ſhe found any thing in her mouth, 

that had been the occaſion of her putting out W - 


| blood ; ſhe replied, ſhe found nothing nor knew 


the cauſe thereof; but opening her mouth, thoſe 
preſent found. one of her double teeth newly draun 
out, but knew not what became of the tooth ; for 
though ſearch was made for th. ſame, i! could not 
be Es after which the miniſter proceeded upon 

E the 
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the ſame ſubject, but was again interrupted by her 
renewed fits, yet cloſed the exerciſe with prayer, 
after which without more trouble, ſhe was taken to 
her bed. 5 ) Odds 

February 12. Margaret Laing and her daughter 
Martha Semple, being delated by the three confeſ- 
ſants, and accuſed by the girl to have been active 
- inſtruments in her trouble, came of their own ac- 
cord to Bargarran's houſe, and before they came 
up ſtairs, the gicl ſaid, ſhe was now bound up, and 
could not accuſe Margaret Laing to her face; and 
accordingly the girl's mother having deſired ſome” 
of thoſe who were fitting by her, to feel ſome paris 
"of her body, and they having done it, found her 
body fo ſtiff and inflexible, that there was no moy- 
jag of it, and immediately again, found ſome parts 
of her body contracted and drawn hard together, 
as if by cords : after this, Margaret Laing and her 
dauphter, baving gene to the chamber to the girl, 
did in preſence of the miniſters and others, deſire the 
damſel to come to her, for ſhe would do her. no 
harm, and laying her arms about her, ſpake very 
fairly to her, and queſtioned her. if ever ſhe had 
ſeen her or her daughter amongſt her tormentors, 
to which the girl did poſitively reply, the had tre- 
quently ſeen her daughter; but declined through 
fear to accuſe herſelf, ſaying fain:ly, No. After 
which Margaret and her daughter returning into the 
hall, and the miniſter enquiring at her why ſhe ſaid 
No, ſeeiog ſhe had acculed her before, ſhe anſwer- 
ed, take me contrary, upon whic': ſhe was ſcized 
with a grievous fit; yet after her recovery, being 
- urged again by thoſe preſent, to tell her mind free- 
Jy, whether or not Margaret Laing was one of her 
xormentors, the child thereupon eſſaying to ſay Yes, 
and having half pron.unced che word, was call into 
unenpreſſible anguiſhes ; and again, in the interval 
of the fit, ſhe eſſayed ro_expreſs the ſame thing, 
- "and ſaying the word, Tint (that is lo.!) was ona 
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accuſe Margaret Lang to her face, and declared the 


been found at the hall door, after Margaret Lang 


there was no hair, or any other thing elſe in that 


TW 43 

fadden ſtruck with another fit, and When the fit was 
over, and the child returned to the chamber, Mar- 
garet Laing who was fitting near the hall door, 
ſpoke theſe words after her, The Lord bleſs thee, 
— ding (that is beat or drive) ; the devil out of 
mee.“ A litile aſter which words, Margaret goiog 
down ſtairs, the damſel came to the hall, and ſaid, 
her bonds were now loos'd, and that now ſhe could 


occaſion of her being ſo reſtrain'd and bound up 
while Margaret was preſent, was her letting fail a 
parcel of hair at the hall door as ſhe came in; being 
a charm made by her for that end, which alſo had 
teen the occaſion of her uttering the word, Fint, in 
the former fit : and accordiogly a parcel of hair had 


had . gone ſtraight from the hall to the chamber, 
which immediately was caſt into the fire and burnt, 
And its remarkable, that it could be atteſted, that 


place before Margaret Lang caine in, and the gitl 
deing enquired what way ſhe knew Margaret Lang 
had laid the forementioned charm upon her, replied, 
ſomething ſpeaking diſtinctly to her as it were above 
her head, had fuggeſted that to her. 

About eight at night ſhe was ſeverely handled in 
her fits, much after the former manner, and vvbile 
she vvas in ber ſyyooning fits, there vvas 12 in her 
mouib a pin, vyherevvith she ſeemed almoſt choaked, 
but by divine providence it was with great difficulty 
got out. After this ſhe was ſomewhat compoled, 
and did not much complain of pain; but was di- 
ſtinctly heard to entertain diſcourſe with ſome invi- 
ſible creature about her, and the' replies given by 
her, and heard by thoſe who took care of her, gave 
them ground to conclude ſhe was tempted to ſet het 
hand to a paper then preſented to her, with promi- 
ſes that upon her yielding thereunto, * ſhe ſhou'd 
never be troubled any more; as alſo that ſhe_ ſhould 
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get peer n, a drink of ſack, a bony handſome 
coat with ſi ver lace :* She was alſo Galt ly heard 
lay, reſiſting he tempter, Thou art a filthy ſow, 
fhould 1 obey thee ; this was not the end of my cre- 
ation, but to glorify God and enjoy him for ever; 
and thou promiſeih what thou cannot perform, art 
thon angry at me for ſaying thou ſow, what ſhould 
1 call thee, but thou filthy ſow ; art thou not the 
"filihy devil. for as brave as thou art with thy filver 
and gold lace, weuld'ſt thou have me renounce my 
| baptiſm. Deſt thou promiſe tg give me brave men 
in marriage, and tne cloaths, and perfect health, 
i I ſhould conſent thereunto? Doſt thou ſay my 
baptiſm will do me no good, becauſe thou allegeſt 
he was not a ſufficient miniſter that baptized me } 
thou art a liar, Ii] be content to die before I re- 
nounce my baptiſm, O through the grace of God It, 
never do it.“ And thus ſhe continued reaſoning, 
being both blipd and deaf, for the ſpace of two hours; 
and when ſhe came to herſelf, did declare, it was 
the devil who firſt preſented himſelf, tempting her 
in the ſhape of a ſow, to renounce her baptiſm, as Ml 
is hinted ; and that he did chide her when ſhe call 
ed bim thou Sow, and immediately appeared to ber 
again, in the ſhape of a brave gentleman, as having 
gold and ſilver Jace on his cloaths, ſtill urging her to 
renounce her baptiſm, which temptation ſhe through Wt | 
the ſpecial aſſiſtance of the grace of God, effeQually BY | 
ref ted: She alſo ſaid, that it had been ſuggeſted to 
her by the Spirit, ſpeaking to her, as it were aboye 
her head, after the combat with the tempter was Wl + 
over, that one of her tormentors would be at the 
houſe the morrow- 
February 13. She was ſeized with a ſore fit about 
twelve o'clock of the day, in which ſhe continued 
for more than two hours ſpace, both deaf and blind. 
Thoſe in the room with her, crying to her with 2 
Joud voice, and pinching her hands and other parts: 
of her body; but all to no purpoſe. And in this 
| poſture. 
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BW poſture was hurried to and fro with violence through” M4 
1 W the room: And when any body by force offered to 3s 
» W hinder the dangerous and violent motion, ſhe ſeemed 915 
a to be upon, ſhe would roar exceedingly, ſometimes Ml 
. fle deſired her father and mother and others to cowe ü 
Ul and take her home, (ſuppoſiag herſelf not to be in 
d her father's houſe) ; when the girl was in this de- 
2 plorable condition, Margaret Roger, who lived in 
ide neighbourhood, came to the houſe of Bargarran, ³ 
WW enquiring for the lady; and having come up ſtairs, IM 
the parents of the damſel remembering what the * 
„girl had ſaid the night before, that one of ber tor- „ 
WW mentors was to come that day to the houſe, brought ll 
f Margaret Roger to the chamber where the girl vas, Mt 
b and ſo ſoon as ſhe entered the door: the damſel 
WW though ſhe could diſcern none of theſe wha, were pre- 
It ſent with her, nor anſwer them when they cried 10 
„ber; yet preſently ſaw her, and ran towards her, 
crying, Maggi, Maggi, where haſt thou been? IM 
AS wilt thou take me with thee, fot my father and. IM 
er mother have left me.“ Whereupon ſpeQators being 
K aſtoniſhed, cauſed Margaret ſpeak to the child, 1 


which ſhe having done, the girl diſtinctiy heard and 
anſwered ber every word. After this, the three 
confeſſants were alſo brought up to the chamber 

where the damſel was, and ſo ſoon as they entered 
| the door, ſhe ran alfo to them laughing, as if ſhe” 
had been overjoyed, anſwering them'when they ſpoke 


, s 


0% to her: and Margaret Roger there preſent, being 
7e confronted with the confeflants: they did declare. 
45 chat ſhe had been at meetings with the devil and 
ne I witches in Bargarran orchard, conſulting and con- 
tiiving Chriſtian Shaw's ruin. a 
* The Lord's day following, being February 14. 
ed After ſome ſhort intervals, ſhe was again ſeized with 
d. her fits, in which ſhe ſaid, Margaret Larg ard her 
dæogbter Martha Sen ple, were tormenting ber and 
„ euiting her throat ;* which words, through violence 
* Of pain, and dificulty of breathing, ſhe uttered with © 


23 . a low - 


12 REY , 
2 * th hardly audible voice, and upon the naming 


of Margaret Lang and her daughter, ihe was teſted 


and dreadfully tormented in all the parts of her bo- 
dy, being made ſometimes to ftand upon her head 
and feet at once, ſometimes her belly ſwelling like a 


drum; and failing again in aſudden, and ſometimes 


her bead and other parts öf her body were like to 
be ſhaken in pieces, ſo that ſpectators feared ſhe 
would never ſpeak more. And when the fit was o- 
ver, ſhe declared, Margaret Lang ſaid to her, when 


in the fir, © Thar ſhe would give her a toſty, (which 


imports hot and ſevere handling) for naming her, 
At knis time ſhe was ſeldom free of her light fi's, 


Which for molt part were all the reſpite and eaſe ſhe 


had from the une x preſſible agonies ſhe endured in 
her more grievous fits; unleſs when aſleep: and 
while ſhe was in theſe firs, no body could perſuade 


her to pray, yet when in a right compoſure of mind 


end perfectly at ter ſelf, ſhe would weep bitterly to 


remember this, expreſling her fears, leſt that might 
be ary evidence God would forſake her. 


Februarv 18. Abcut two in the afternoon, ſhe 


being i in the light fit, faid, * The devil now appear- 


ed to her in the ſhape of a man; whereupon being 
ſtruck with great fear and conſternation, was de- 


fired to pray with an audible voice, The Lord 


rebuke thee Satan: which ſhe eſſaying to do, in- 
Gantly loft power of ſpeech, her teeth being ſett, 


and ber tongue drawn back into her throat, and ſhe 
eſfaying gain. was immediately ſeized with another 


grievous fit: in which her eyes being twiſted almoſt 
round in her head, ſhe fell down as one dead, ſtrug- 


 gling with her feet and hands, and again getting up 


on a ſudden, was hurried with violeuce too and fro 


through the room dead and blind; yet was ſp-aking 
with ſome inviſible creatures about her, laying, 
with the Lord's ſtrength thou ſhalt neither put 
firaw nor ſtick into my mouth.” After this, ſhe 


cried'i in n mancer, the bumbee * * me, 


then 


* 


„ 


then preſeatly Gtting down and looſing her ſtockings, 
put her hand to that part which had been nip'd or 
pinch'd, whereupon ſpectators did viſibly diſcern the 
lively marks of nails of fingers deeply imprinted on 
that ſame part of her leg. Ard when the came to 
herſelf, ſhe did declare, © That ſomething ſpeaking 
to her as it were above her head, told her it was M. 
M. in a neighhouring pariſh, (naming the place) | 
that bad appeared to her, and pinch'd her leg in 
the likeneſs of a bumbee She likewiſe did declare, 
that the forementioned M. M. inſtantly after this 
had been ſuggeſted to her, appeared in her own ſhape, 
and likeneſs as ſhe uſed to be at other times.“ Short- 
ly after this, being (till ſeized with her light ft, the 
whiſpered i in her mother's ear, The devil was now 
appearing to ber again in the ſhape of a gentleman 7? 
and being inſtantly ſeized with her fits, in Which ſhe 
was both blird and deaf, was diſtinctly heard arguing 
after this manner, Thou thinkeſt to tempt me to 
be a witch; but through God's ſtrer gth thou ſhalt 
never bethe better; I charge thee, in the name of 
God to be gone and thy papers too, in the Lord's 
ſtrength 1˙1] not fear thee, I'll ſtand here and ſee if 
thou can come one ſtep nearer me, I think thou fear- 
eſt me more than I fear thee.” Then turning herſelf 
again, ſhe was hurried" to 2nd fro with violence 
through the room, as formerly, ſaying, * ſhe was 
bitten or pinch'd very fore in the hand with teeth, 
and nip d with fingers ab-ut twenty four times; 
er which conſtrained her to horrid ſcreechs, and our 
cries at every time ſhe received them, ſhewing and _ 
pointing with her finger to theſe parts of her arm $7 
and leg which had been pinch'd and bitten, bat rei- . 
ther ſaw nor heard any about her. And accordingly _ WW 
ſpectators did viſibly diſcern the evident marks = —_ 
teeth and nails of fingers upon her arms and legs. 10 
this poiture the girl continued from two to * in * 
5 the afternoon, and when her miſery was over, ſhe 

e, aid, ' M. M, 1 her in the bt, wor * | 
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Lang then in euſtody, had orbered her to handle her 


and the reſt of the crew, in Bargarran orchard. 


to bed, the next morning though a good quantity 
oh aches: 3 co vet they found at clean” 


„ 


after that manner. And that Margaret Lang had a 
commanding power over ber. 
Friday and Saturday thereafter, being Feb. 19th 


and 20th, sbe was frequently ſeized with the fore- 


mentioned fits, and being violently bitten, pinched 
and nipped, in her hands. neck; and other parts of 
her body, ſo that the clear marks of the nails of 
ſingers and ſteads of teeth, both upper and lower, 
with the ſpittle and flaver of a mouth thereupon, 
was evidently ſeen by ſpectators About this time 
when ſeized with her blind and deaf fits,” a crooked 
fellow appeared to her, having his feet deformed, 
his two heels wrying inward toward one another, 
and the foreparts-of his feet outward from one aro- 
ther, ſo that the broadſide of his feet moved fore- 


moſt, and upon the appearing of this fellow her feet 


were put in the very ſame poſture, during the time 
he tormented ber. It is to be noticed, that there 
is a fellow in one of the neighbouring parishes, wlioſe: 


| 5 feet are exactly in that manner deformed, who has 


been a long time of ill fame, and given up by the 
confeſſants, to have been at meetings with the devil 


Saturday, being Feb: 2oth, the whole family be. 
ing gone to bed, they had left a great quantity of 
peets or turf, beſide the ball chimrey, which the 
next morning they ſaw them burnt to ashes, though 


there had been no fire in the chimney nor near them, 


ſo that the plaiſter and ſtones of the wall, where the 
peets or tuff lay, were in a great part turned to 


- Fubbish, through the violence of the fre, but no o- 


ther damage followed, ihe ball floor being laid vvith* 


ſtones, and. the peets lying vvithin the boſom of a 


large chimney brace. 
Feb. 27th, The chamber fire having been covered 
evith ashes in the chimney, vvhen the family vvent 


ſuert 


_ * 


* 


. N 

+ WM ſyvept avvay, and: no appearance of ashies nor fire 
there at all; albert none in the family that night nor 
next morning had been there after the fire vvas ga- 
h {MW thered, before this vvas obſerved.. r 

® In fits of this kind she continued for ſeveral days 
ai thereafter, naming the forementioned crooked ſel- 
of love, J. R. and M. A. living in the neighbouring 
of parishes, vrhich tyvo vvomen vvere delated, by the 
three confeſſanis to be amongꝑſt her tormentors, and 


. particularly upon the Lord's day, being Febr. 21ſt, 
0 and the Monday following, the faid J. R, appearing! 


to her grievouſly vexed her, withal telling her ſhe- 
was commilhoned fo to do. The gentlewoman M. 
M. having a pain in her head at that time, and ſonot' 
able to come forth. Concerning which, it is worthy | 
of remark, that the damſel declared M. M. to have 
appeared to her about two days thereafter, with her 
head bound up with a napkin or handkerchief, in 
which like habit or poſture, ſhe did not formerly ap- 
R | REO 5 
Upon Thurſday thereafter, being Feb. 25th, ſhe 
contiuued in the former fits, weeping bitterly and 
complaining of pain in both her fides ;: ſhe alſo told 
in the interval of her fits, that ſhe was that night to 
be in very grievous and ſore fits, her tormentors be- | 
ing reſolyed to choak her; by putting pins in her 
mouth, which (though ſhe emptied herfelf of al! ũ ü 
that were in her cloaths) yet accordingly came to paſ a 


d 
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in which ſhe was both blind and deaf, leaping up: +. 8 
and down in an extraordinary manner, pulling down | 


* 7 * x 
2 =. 
. 1 


. whatever came to her hand; and this continued for 

N ſome days, putting out of her mouth a greavquantity» 

of {mall broken pins, which ſhe declared, J. R. has IM 

forced into the ſame. e 
| . Upon the Lord's day, being the laſt of Feb, about 


five o'clock in the afternoon, ſhe-fell into grievous: 
fits, accompanied with hideous: or loud laughing,. 
leaping, and runniug with violence to and fro, and 1 if 
thereafter wept ſore, crying out of pain, that —_- 
4 ' \ | I = 


N * 


* 
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habit and ſpeech) was now breaking her leg; which 


©, (becauſe of pain) ſhe ſcarce could get told in the fit, 
and putting her hand to the part of her leg affected, 
= qpetators untying her ſtocking, diſtinctly obſerved a 


fore bruiſe in her ſhin bone ; which, when touched, 
did fo pain her, that ſhe uttered horrid ſcreechs and 
cries ; and when recovered, did declare, that the 
little Highland fellow bad given her that bruiſe, 
After this, ſhe put out of her mouth a crooked pin, 
by which ſhe told the foreſaid Highland fellow ha- 
viog forced it into her mouth, defigned to choak her, 
The firſt eight days of March ſhe continued in her 


former fits, with little variation, putting out of ber 


mouth a great number of ſmall pins, often fainting 


.and falling, as dead, upon the ground on a ſudden, 


apain ſtruggling with feet and hands ; by all which, 
her natural ſpirits were much weakned and exhault- 


ed; ſometimes alſo ſhe eſſayed to go into the fire. 
About this time, when miniſters and other Chriſtians 
met in the family for prayer, ſhe uſed at the begin- 


nig of the work to make great diſturbance, particu- 


larly, March 2d, which day, being ſet apart for faſt- 
ing and prayer in the family, prayer begun, ſhe was 


4.4 , 4 for ſome time very compoſed, until of a ſudden, 2 
WF ftrong hlaſt of wind forced open the windows of the 


room, upon which ſhe was inſtantly ſeized with a 


violent fit, the miniſter in the very ſame time, ſup- 
plicating God, that ſhe might be delivered from Sa- 
tan's bonds; in which fit ſhe being both blind and 


deaf as to all, except her tvrmentors, was hur- 
ned with violence to and fro the room, ſometimes 


falling down as one dead, ſometimes ſinging and ma- 
king a hideous loud noiſe, ſometimes naming M. M. 


and others; who, ſhe ſaid, were there preſent, af; 
flicting and tormenting her, withal, naming the par- 
ticular places of the room, where ſhe ſaw them ſtand- 


ing and fitting. After all which, when tetovered 
out of the fit, ſhe told that a gentle woman and a 


+» little 


Highland man (whom ſhe knew to be ſuch by his 


C e - . 


. > 


* "T0 1 
ittle Highland fellow, came in with the blaſt of wind 
which forced open the windows. This falling out up- 
on the Tueſday, ſhe continued in the light fit with- 
out any intermiſſion, till the {:bbath thereafter, not 
being ſeized with any of her ſore fits: and having 
one to church the Lord's day following. was per- 

 fectly well for the moll part of the day; yet affirm- 
ed the ſaw Janet Wagh and others in one of the wins 
dows of the church, though inviſible to all others. 
Tuc ſday, being March gth, her mother and Mar- 
garet Campbell her couſin, took the damſel to walk 
with them in the orchard ; and returning back to the 
houſe, her mother entering the tower gate firſt, the 
damſel beiog at her back, and Margaret Campbell 
tarrying a little while at the gate; her mother going 
into the kitchen, ſuppoſed they had been with her, 
whereas the damſel was of a ſadden, carried away 
in a flight up ſtairs with ſo ſwift and unaccovntable 
a motion that her abſence was not in the leaſt {uſpec- 
ted; her mother turning and miſhrg her, cried, whi- 
ther is Chriſtian and Margaret Campbell? and in- 
ſtantly running up ſtatrsto' lock for the damſel, heard 
a noiſe, and following the ſame, found the damſel 
leaping and dancing upon one of the ſtairs, being 
ſeized with fits, out ot which when fhe had recover- 
ed, ſhe told, that J P. bad carried her away from 
her mother's back as ſhe entered the kitchen door, - 
(her not touching the ground to her apprehenſion) 
and that with a deſign to ſtrangle her in an high 
wardrobe with ropes, on which the linen uſed to dry, 
but that the ſaid J. P. could carry her no further 
than the place where ſhe was found, and did theres 
tore leave her in ſuch a violent ft. 
Upon the Lord's day thereafter, being March 14. 
her fis again altered, in that her mouth and nole . 
| were prodigiouſly diſtorted and turned about while in 
the fit; her face being thereby lirangely and horridix 
deformed. The ſame diy ſhe being in church in the « 
forenoon, her glove falling from ber, the fame was a 
. N gain 


' _ amazement of beholders. To which we add here; 


gain put into her king 105 ſome inviſible agent, tothe 


as that which is worthy of remark, that all this while 
an inviſidle being, haunted her on all occaſions, ſug 
geſting many things unto her, both concerning herſelf 
and others; but yet never heard by any but herſelf; 

The ſame day betwixt ſermons, ſhe told that ſhe 


15 Vas to be violently tormented in the afternoon; 
which accordingly came to paſs, and when in her fits 


he named one J. K. a woman living in the neigh- 
bouring bounds of whom ſhe ſaid, that ſhe had ſeen 
her in the church. As alſo that ſhe was maſter of 
theſe kind of fits ſhe was af cted with; withal af. 


WED ferting, that if the ſaid j. K. were not ſent for, ſhe 


would grow. worſe and worſe; which her parenrs 
finding to be true, ſent in the evening for the ſaid |. 
K. threatning her, if the damſel was any further 
troubied with her, that ſhe ſhould be apprehended ay 
others had been; after which the damſel being in the 
mean time in a very ſore fit, the forementioned ]. 
K. prayed (though not de fired) that God might ſend 
| the damſel her health; whereupon the damſel was 
no more troubled with theſe kind of fits; but did 


ioſtantly recover, by falling into a ſwoon as ſhe uſed. 


to do before recovery out of any of her fits, 
Tueſday, being March 1 6th, ſhe was again ſeized 
with her other kind of fits, all the parts of her body 
being ſtiff and rigid; and fometimes in them wat 
heard converſing with the gentlewoman (as ſhe cal- 
led her) vindicating herſelf of what the gentlewoman 
alledged againſt her, viz. That ſhe had accuſed ſome 
innocent perſons as her tormen'ors. To which the 
damſel diſtinctly replied, That ſhe was a har, ſaying, 
it was you yourſelf and none other ever mentioned 
any ſuch thing. > 
| _ Thvs ſhe continued until the Friday thereafter; 
being never free of the light fits, now and then alſo 
falling into ſwoons, and appcared to be almoſt choak- 


ed * the means of ſome charms and inchantments, 
| inviſibly 
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inviſibly conveyed into her mouth; which to the 
apprehenſion of ſpectators, were as if it had been 
pieces of cheſnuts, orange pills, whites of eggs, or 


ſuch like, all which were diſtinctly obſerved, when 


occaſionally in the fit ſhe opened her mouth; and 


when ſpectators eſſayed to get them out, ſhe kept | 


her mouth and teeth ſo cloſe, that no ſtrength could 


open the ſame, When recovered out of the fit, ſne 


told L. M. a woman living in the neighbouring 
bounds had put them in her mouth. 8 | 


Upon Friday, being March 19th, ſhe was violently 
torme ted with ſore fits, in which her neck was di- 
ſtorted and bended back like a bow towards her heels, 


ſtruggling with feet and bands, ſometimes ſtiff, blind 


and deaf, puitiug out of her mouth a great number 


of ſmall pins; which ſhe faid the forementioned L. 


M had pet in her mouth. And about fix o'clock. 
that ſame night being violently tormented, fell a 


crying, That if the gemle woman was not apprehend- 
ed that night, it would be in vain to apprehend her 


to morrow : For, ſaid ſhe, I have much to ſuffer at 
her hands betwixt twelve and one o'clock in the 


morning After this the danfel lifting up her eye- 


lids with her hands, and looking upwards. ſaid, 


What art thou that teils me that tie ſheriff and my 
father arg coming here this night? After which the 
ſheriff, her father and ſames Gut! erie macer to the 


Juſticiaty court inſtantiy came up ſtairs, to the a- 


mazement of thofe who remembered what the dam- 
{c] juſt now had ſa d. The damſel continuing all 


this while blind and deaf; yet was heard (the fore- 


laid perſons being preſeat) diſtinctly to diſcourſe 
with ſome inviſibl: being near to her, ſaying, is the 
ſheriff come, is he near me? and ſtretching out her 
hand to feel if any were about her, the ſheriff put 
his hand in her's notwithſtanding of which, ſhe faid to 


| the inviſible being diſcourſing with her, I cannot 

| feel the ſheriff, how can he be preſent here? or how - 
can I have him by the hand as thou ſayeſt, ſeeing I 

N W 7 feel 


16 
feel it not? Thou ſayſt he hath brown coloure@ 
clothes, red pluſt-breeches with black ſtrips, flower. 
ed muſling cravat, and an embroidered ſword- belt; 
thou ſayft there is an old gray haired man with him, 
having a ring upon his hand; but I can neither ſee 
nor feel any of them; what are they come to appre- 
hend the gentlewoman ? Is that their errand in- 
deed?” And the girl being enquired how ſhe came 
to the knowledge of theſe ſtrange things; replied az | 
formerly in the like caſe, ſomething ſpeaking diſtinQ- 
1y as above her head, ſuggeſted them them to her. 
It is very obſervable here, that the foreſaid perſons 
had that ſame afternoon got an order from the com- 
miſſioners of juſticiary to apprehend the ſame gentle. 
woman, and were ſo far on their way to put it in 
execution againſt the next moraing; but being wit. 
neſſes to the damſel's trouble, and hearing what ſhe 
had told, viz. That a delay in that matter would 
prove to her exceeding dar gerous, they went ſtraight 
on in their journey that ſame night to the gentle - 
Woman's en aud put — warratt to exe. 
cution. 

As the a ili ule to: be 8 tor 
mented, ſometimes lying with her neck and other 
Parts of her body upen the ground ; as'tf they had 
been di-jointed, ſometimes - alſo eſſaying to throw 
herſelf into the fire. About ten o'clock the ſame 
night, ſhe continuing in the fit, her father (who had 
not gone with the ſheriff) beginning to tead a part of 
the word of God, ſhe repeated the words after him 
though blind and deaf in the mean time, which made 
ApeRators apprehend, that the damſel had the ſenſe 
of hearing in theſe ſorts of fits, at leaſt when the word, 
of God was read: To find out the truth of which, 
her father did ceaſe from reading, which though he 
did; yet the damſel continued to repeat the follow- 
ing verſes of the chapter, uhile none in the reom 
were reading, and ſhe herſelf had no book; withal 
* heard ſay to ſome — being about — 

i 
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wilt thou teach me a part of the Old Teſtament as 
. well as the New. . „ 
» The damſel ſtill contiauing in che forementioned 
n, W. fits, ſaid unto the perſons preſent, that. now it was 
ee twelve of the clock; oh it is naw paſt twelve, ſome : 
e- times lying as one dead, through the violence of pain 
n- aid decay of her natural ſpirits, ſometimes again 
ne recovering. eſf:yed to expreſs ſomewhat, but could 
at not; withal putting out of her mouth a great quanti- 
t- Wl ty of crooked pins, and the parts of her body being 
r. prodigiouſly diſtorted, ſhe complained of great pain: 
os MW Thus ſhe continued until half an hour after twelyg * 
n- MW o'clock at night; when on a ſudden ſhe recovered,  _ 
e. to the admiration of beholders, telling them, ſhe © 
in W might now go to bed, being told by ſome ioviſible 
t. informer, that theſheriff and the other gentleman, 
he to wit the macer, had now entered the genilewoman's 
d houſe, and accordingly: going to bed, was no further 
ht troubled that right. | It is worthy of remark here, 
e- MW that the ſheriff and macer at their return, did declare, 
e- that it was juſt about that time they entered the 
gentle woman's houfe, which the damſel condeſcend- 
r- ed upon. PCC 
er WM Saturday, being March z0th, about. ten o'clock 
ad in the forenoon, ſhe was of a ſudden ſeized with fits 
falling down as one dead, her eyes quite cloſed, 
ſometimes again opening and turning in her; bead, ſhe 
faw nor heard none about her, but was hurried with 
violence to and fro through the room, crying with a 
loud voice when any by force. would hinder her mo- 
tion. She being in this poſture and deprived thus of 
her ſenſes, James Lindſay one of the three confeſſants 
was brought into the room, who no ſooner entered 
the door but was perceived by her, and ſhe ſmiſiog 
ran towards him, ſaying, jamie, - Where haſt. thou 
been this long time, how is it with thee ? and an- 
ſwered him diſtinctly to every word he ſpake, though _ 
at the ſame time ſhe neither heard dor ſaw any o- 


* 


r, W her in the room, nor could converſe with them al- 
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| beit, tried by ſeveral experiments for that purpoſe, 


particularly a tobacco box being held before her Eye 
by a perſon preſent in the room, ſhe did not fee it; 
but as ſoon as it was put in the hand of James Lind- 
Fay ſhe inftan'ly enquired at him, Where he h-d got 
that box; ſhe continuing in this poſture, the ſheriff, 
her father being preſent, thought it fit to confront 
M. M. who was now come thereby to try if the 
damſel would hear or ſee her as ſhe bad done James 


Lind ſay, which accordingly they did: and as ſoon 


as M. M. entered the door, the damſe! (though ſtill 
in the fit) preſently ſmiled and: laid, 1 ſee the gentle. 
woman now, though formerly ſhe had never ſeen her 
perſocally, but only her ſpectre in the fits. She 

Hkewiſe heard her when {he ſpoke to her, anſwering 
diſtictly ſome queſtions propoſed by M. M. ſuch as, 
When it was ſhe had ſeen her tormenting her? To 
which ſhe anſwered, ſhe had ſeen her the other night 
in her fits, and further challesged her, Why ſhe 
had reſtrained her from making known the High, 
land wife's name, as alſo ſaying unto her, Thou pre 
tends thou knoweſt not what I fay, thou knoweſt 
well enough. Upon all which, the gentlewoman on 
a ſudden (without bing d- ſired) prayed; That the 


Tord might ſend the damfel her health, ſaying, 


Lord help thee poor daft child and rebuke the de- 
vil.” Which words were no ſooner uttered than the 


damſel fell down as dead, and being in this poſture 


carried to another room, inſtantly recovered of the 


blind, deaf, and alſo of the light fit, becoming per- 
fectly well and continued ſo for ſome time, and be- 
ing thus recovered. and m. M. removed into anc- 
ther room, the damſel was erquired at, whom ſhe 


had ſeen in the 1:ſt fit; to which ſhe replied, ſhe had 
ſeen the gentlewoman, though in the mean time ſhe 
was altogether ignorant of the gentlewoman's ever 
being perſonally preſent in the room with her. 
The ſame day the commiſhoners of juſticiary ha- 


ving c coma to e M, M. and the damſel were 
again, 
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gain confronted, upon which the damſel (beiog itt 
the light fit) upon the firſt look of the foremention- 
ed M. t. was luddenly ſeized with Tore fits, out of 
which when ſhe recovered, ſhe accuſed her as being 


one of her moſt violent tormentors, particularly, 
mentioning ſuch and ſuch times, in which ſhe had 
; ib an extraordinary manner afflicted her, as alſo what 


words ſhe ſpoke in her hearing while in the fit, and 
| WB which is yet more remarkable, did queſtion the 
gentlewoman if ſhe did-not ſometime in Decem, laſt, 
| when ſhe was 1ormenting her, remember how ſhe 
went away from her in great haſte, ſaying, ſhe could 
flay no longer, being obliged to attend a child's 
burial at home. In confirmation of which we are 
very credibly informed, that W. R. a near neigh- 
bour of ber's bad a child burried that fame day, and 
that the gentlewoman came not in due time to at- 
tend the corpſe to the burial place, but the corpſe 
being near to the church yard ere ſhe reached the 
houſe from whence they came, ſhe returned again 
| to her own lodging, and ſo did not accompany the 
ME, 8 | 3 
| The Lord's day following, being March 2 Iſt, ſhe 
fell into ſwooning fits complaining of no pain, except 
8 near to her heart, falling down as dead, not only 
when the fits ſeized her, but alſo when ſhe recover 
ed, ſometimes fivging after an unuſual manner, wich- 
al, informing ſpectators that J. G. conſtrained her to 
that kind of muſic, her'own lips not at all moving 
in the mean time, which beholders ſaw to be true, - 
only her tongue, for preventing of which, she fre- 
| quently put her hand into her mouth. And at this 
| time when either ſhe herſelf, or thoſe about her, of- 
fered to read any part of the Scripture, ſhe was vie + 
lently tormented, declaring if ſhe did but fo much as 
hear the word of God read that day, ſhe would cer 
tainly be extremely tortured; in confirmation of 
| which, when ſome eſſayed to read Heb, xi. 2: 4. 6 
Ua. xl. Pal, iii. ſhe uttered hot rid fercechs and out- 
x OO F 3-3 - criess 
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Cries, complaining that ſhe was pinched, in evidenet 
of which, the prints or marks of the nails of fingers 
were diſtinctly ſeen on her arms, and being thus 
pinched. or bitten for ſeveral times with great violence 
Ang pain, the ſkin itſelf was ſeen to be torn from off 
thoſe parts of her arms and ſipgers, where the prints 
of the teeth and nails were obſerved; ſo that from 
the deepneſs of the wounds, the forelaid parts affec- 
ted fell a bleeding, which blood was both ſeen and 
handled by ſpeQtarors Moreover the damſel, while 
in this fad and lamentable condition, ſeemed to be 
extremely affected and oppreſſed with fore ſickneſs, 
as one in a fever, crying ſometimes, to remove theſe 
dead children out of her fight ; which ſhe frequent- 
ly repeated, from fix to nine in the morning, and 
Me itil! continuing the reſt of the day, it was vbſer- 
ved that ſome-charms and inchantmenis were put in 
her mouth, as formerly, of which the damſel being 
very ſenfible, fell down on a ſudden on the ground, 
putting her hand to ſome ſpittle which ſhe had put 
out of her mouth, and lifted ſome traſh which ſhe 
again caſt down to the ground, it making ſome noiſe, 
but yet neither ſeen in her ſpittle nor elſewhere by 
fpeQatore, though while in her mouth, they obſerved 
Hmcibing like orange pills, whites ef eggs, and 
pieces of cheſnuts, 

Monday, being March, 22d, the bat 
L. II. or J. G, came to Bargarran $ houſe, and be- 
2 confronted with the damſel, queſtioned her if 
ever ihe had ſeen. her in any of her fits, withal al- 
ging that ſtre, viz. L. M. or J. G. could be none 
of hei tormentors, becauſe the damſel was not now 
ſeized with a fir, though locking upon her as ſhe 
uſed to be, When ſhe looked pon any of her other 
tormentors when confronted with them; upon which 
the damſel being for ſometime ſilent, be M. or ]. 
GS. did again propoſe the ſame queſtion to her; to 

"hich: the damſel diſtinctly replied Yes, upon which 
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L. M. replied, pkg you bare ſeen the devil in 


8 

my ſhape. 

; As to the conference there as W things's ex- 
e ending remarkable, as firſt, that the damſel upon 
T her anlwering, yes, was immediately ſeized. with 2 
8 fit. 2dly, That however after Katherine Campbell 
1 had touched the damſel in preſence of the commiſ- 


. fioners, upon the g ih, of Feb. laſt, ſhe had ever ſince 
that time freedom to touch any of her-tormentors 
> without being ſeized with her fits, as has been hint> 
Y ed, yet true it is, that in the room of that charm a 
; new one took place, viz. when any time ſhe looked 
upon her tormentors- in the face; at the very firſt 
Jook she was ſeized wich her. fits ; which charm-she 
declared was laid by. means. of the forementioned 
L. M. or J. G. and allo taken off again by her that 
very. morning before she came to viſit the damſel, 
and this she ſaid, was ſuggeſted to ber by ſome in- 
viſible being, ſpeaking diſtinctly as it were above her 
head; and that therefore the damſel now had free - 
dom.10-look L. M. in the face without being ſeized. 
with fits, which for a conſiderable time before che Mi 
could not do when confronted with any of her tor= -, = 
mentors. -3dly, It is yet more obſervable, that in * 
the ſame morning before ever L. M. came to viſit | 
the damſel, it was told by the damſelto ſeveral per- 
| ſons in the family, that L. M. had taken off that 
N charm, of her being ſeized with fits when looking 
E any of her tormentors in the face ; but withal, that 
she had laid on another in its room, viz. that as ſoon 
as the damſel should by words confer with any of 
her tormentors, ſo ſoon should she be ſeized with _ 
a fit, which accordingly was-verified when she ſpoke 
to LXIH. or J. G. 
Tueſday, being March 23d. the damſel being 
aſleep in the bed with her mother, about three o'clock 
, in the morning was, on a ſudden awakned (having. 
; for ſometime ſtruggled in her ſlæep) in great fear and. 
| <onliernation, and being ſeized with her blind, _ 
ts, 


(&@) 


ts, ek faſt hold of her mother, declaripg to het 


father and her, that the devil was (landing near to the 
bed aſſaulting her; upon which she cried ſuddenly : 

God Almighty keep me from thy meetings. Vil 
die rat her than go to them, I'll never, through the 


grace of God, renounce my baptiſm ; for I'll cer: 


tainly go to hell if I doit; thou ſays I'll go-to hell 
however, becauſe l am a great ſinner; bui l believe 
what the word of God faith ; though I have many 
| fans, yet the blood of Chriſt cleanſerh from all fin; 
and I will not add'that great wickedneſs to my other 
fins, which thou art tempting me to do, Tis no 


wonder thou lie to me, ſeeing thou waſt bold to lie 


in God's face. I know thou art a+liar from the be- 
ginning ; and the red coat the promiſeſt me, I know 


thou canſt not perform it. And although 1 should 
never recover, ['m never reſolved to renounce my 


baptiſm. It is God that hath kept me all this time 
from being a witch, and I truſt, he will yet by his 
grace keep me; not becauſe of any thing in me, but 
of his own mercy ; and that he who hath kept me 


hitherto from being devoured by thee, I hope will 


yet keep me, This conference continued near the 
ſpace of an hour, ber father and mother and others 
being ear witneſſes to the ſame. And after recovery 
the damſel declared that it was the devil, ho (in the 
Shape of a naked man with a shirt, having much hair 
upon his hands and his face like ſwine briſtles) had 
appeared to her tempting her as aforeſaid. 

Untill Sabbath following ſhe continued in the light 
fit, but withal every morning and evening was ſtill 
ſeized with her ſore fits continuing ſtill to name M. 


M. (who was at this time ſet at liberty); the fore · 


mentioned L. M. E. T. an Highland wife, and o- 
thers as being her tormentors. It is more than re- 
markable here, that H. M. being ſet at liberty u- 
pon bail, the very day after ſhe went home, ſhe ap- 
peared again to the damſel tormenting her in her fits, 
and continued fo to do ſeyeral days thercafter, par- 


tic · 
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ncularly upon the Saturday, being March 27. after 
ſhe was ſer at liberty; the which day, the damſel 
was heard name her in the fits, and ſay to her, Wilt 
thou ſay God help me poor mad or fooliſh child, 
as thou ſaidſt the other day before the judges: art 
thou wiſhing the devil to take me; whiere is the 
habit thou was cloathed in the other day ?” | 

On Sabbath morning, being March 28th, the: 
damſel through God's great mercy towards her, was 
perf.Rlv recovered, both of all her fore and light 
mis; becoming as well, ſenſible, and compoſed as 
ever, | 

If it ſhall be queſtioned, how the truth of all theſe? 
ſtrange things is atteſted ? There is none of thoſe 
particulars mentioned in the Narrative, but had ia 
the firlt dranght the witneſſes inſert at the end of e- 
very particular paragraph, and atteſted before the: 
commiſſioners for er quiry at Renfrew, by the ſub · 
ſeriptions of the reſpective witneſſes. But ſeeing the 
placing of them ſo now, would have occaſioned the: 
repetition of ſeveral perſons names over and over a- 
gain, and would have made this narrative ſwell too 
much in bulk; therefore we judged it fitteſt pew to 
ſet down the names altogether at the end of the Nar- 
rative; and the rather, that ſeeing theſe things fell 
not out in a private corner; but thouſands in this: 


country have been eye and ear wiineſſes thereof to 


their admiration and raiſing of their ſympathy, and 
been fully convinced beyond all debate of a diabolical 


influence upon the affliction of the damſel : we ſhall 


now make mention of a few, viz. Beſide the father, 
mother, grandmother, and neareſt relations of the 
damſel, and ſervants of the family, who were al- 
ways preſent with her in her fits; ſuch of the com- 


miſſioners for inquiry and of juſticiary as had occaſi- 


on to be on the place of the events, particularly the 
lord Blantyre, Mr Francis Montgomery of Giffen, 
Sir John Maxwel of Pollock, Sir John Houſton of 
chat ilk, Alexander Porterfield of that ilk, the wy 


* 
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of Rlackhall younger, the laird of Glanderſtone, the 
laird of Craige s, Por'erfield of Fulwood, John 
Alexander of Blackheuſe, Mr Semple ſheriff of Ren- 
fre w: and ſeveral other honourable perſons of good 
ſenſe and prying wits; ſuch as the noble earl of 
Mar thall, the faird of. ſarbifios, the laird of Rilmar- 
nock, the faird of Meldrum, the laird of Biſhopton, 
elder and younger, Gavin Cochrane of Craigmure, 
William Den of Colgrain, Dr Matthew Briſbane 


&c. and many miniſters, who kept days of humili- 


ation and prayer weekly to the family, and ſome- 
time in the pariſh church with the congregation, viz. 
Mr james Hutchiſon miniſter of the goſpel at Kilel- 
lan, Mr Patrick Simpſon at Renfrew, Mr Jaines Stir- 


ling at Kilbarchan, Mr Thomas Blackwal at. Paiſley, 


Mr james Briſbane at Kilmacolm, Mr Robert Taylor 
at Houſton ;\ and of neighbouring preſbyteries Mr 
Neil Gillies, Mr James Brown, Mr john Gray mini- 
Rer of the goſpel at Glaſgow, while the damſel was 
there; Mr John Ritchie miniſter. at Old Kilpatrick, 
Mr Alexander King of Bonail, Mr Archibald Wal- 
Jace at Cardroſs, Mr John Anderſon at Drymmon, 
Mr Andrew Turner miniſter of the place, who was 
frequemly there : befides Mr Menzies of Cammo, 
and Mr Grant :of-Cullen, adyocates, who were eye 
and ear witneſſes to ſeveral important paſſages of the 
damſel's affliction, and the convincing evidences of 
its flowing from the operation of the devil, and his 
inſtruments. The truth whereof is farther admini- 
culat by the progreſs and iſſue of the trial, at which 
were preſent at ſeveral occaſions, not only Sir John 
Shaw of Greenock, commiſſar Smollet at Bonnill, 
Mr james Stewart advocate, who were concerned in 
the commiſſion, with theſe others beforementioned: 
but alſo great confluence of ſeveral nobility and gen- 
try out of the country, ſuch as the earl of Glencairn, 
the-lord Kilmars the lord Semple, &c. 
And now we are ſure, that 5 all the pregnant 


@ridenoos of the truth of this relation, as to matter of 
1 fact 
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fact they mult be 8 very hard of belief that can 


allow themſelves to deny credit thereunto: and muſt 
needs conclude, that there is nothing credible in the 
world that ever hath been delivered to mankind or 
poſterity; and that they reſolve to believe nothing 
though never ſo fully atteſted which they do not ſee 
with their own eyes and perhaps there are ſome har- 


dened in their prejudicate conceits that will not be- 
lieve even theſe ſs far as they may have influence to 


convince them of their errors; but wiſdom is, and 


will be juſtified of all her children. And among all 


Narrative, (which plainly /relates things as they fell 
out without any kind of diſguiſe), will obtain ſuch 
entertainment as it is truely deſigned for, viz. That 
we be hereby more and more confirmed in the faith 
of the being of God and inviſible Spirits, and admire 
and adore the wonderful works of God in the depths 
of his judgments, and that there is really a helliſh 
hierarchy and combination of infernal ſpirits; enemies 
to God; and working all the miſchief they can to 


ingenious and ſober 5 % We are hopeful this 


men; whereby alſo, there is an evident teftimony 


given to the truth of what is related in the Scrip- 
tures conceroing the fame, and withal, to lament, 
that through the juſt diſpleaſure of our holy and 
righteous God, thoſe devils get leave to break 
forth with ſo much rage and fury, and gets ſo many 
among profeſt Chriſtians into ,a helliſh confederacy 
with themſelves to be the inſtruments of their malice, 
and the actors of ſo many tragedies in the Chriſtian | 
world; to ſtir us up alſo to bleſs and maguify our 
God, that thoſe devils and their inſtruments are 
ere and limited, that they cannot work all the 
evil they would, and as long as they will: and 
therefore to join in thankſgiving to God for his deli- 


verance to that aff.Qted family and damſel. Finally, 


as we are to ſubmit to ſuch afflitons as the Lord 
may thiak fit to meaſure out unto us, by whatſoever 


8 as in the caſe of Job; lo: we are called 
to 


| CoH” 
to watch and pray that we enter not into temptation 
while we have ſuch adverſaries going about ftill ſeek- 
ing to deyour us, and to rejoice that we have a ſtrung 
protector, the bleſſed Captain of our ſalvation, the 
Lord Jefus Chriſt, who hath obtaiged the victory 
Over all the devils in hell, and hath promiſed all his 
faints a ſhare in his victory, which they begin to 
have in ti ne, 1 epiſtle John, iv. 4. And he hath given 
us hope even through grace of a ſpeedy and certain 
accompliſhment thereof. Rom. xvi. 20 And 
therefore when we ſee all theſe things come to paſs. 
Luke xxi 22.* Let us lift up our heads, becauſe 
our redemption draweth nigh. 
_ Ead-of the Narrative. 
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An Abbreviat* of the Precognition and Report made iff © 
by the Commiſſioners appointed by his Majeitys f 
Privy Council for enquiry : and the Confeſſions of Il t 
Eliſabeth Anderſon, James and Thomas Lindiays, I 
traoſmitted by theſe Commiſſioners to the Council i 
before granting the Commiſh in for the trial. To Ml £ 
which is ſubj»ioed, the ſum of the Confeſh ns of Wl 
Margaret and Jean Rodgers, who did confeſs du- f 
ring the Trial of the reſt, beyond expectation, I 
Together alſo with an account of the Confeſſion R 
L 


and death of Join Reid, who made a Diſcovery 
comform to the former Witneſſes, after the Trial 1 
was over. And finally, there are added fome If & 
' Paſſages which fell out at the Execution of the d 
Seven WiTCHEs who were Condemned. w 


HE Commiſſioners for enquiry, having met at W 
 Bargarran in February 1697, did chooſe the WM, 
lord Blantyre Preſcs, and took the Confeſſion of E- Iv 
liſab eh Anderſon, aged about 17 years, as follows, WW , 
That about ſeven years ago, ſhe ſtayed with WI 
Jean Fultoun her grandmother, and playing about I 
the door. the ſaw a black grim man go in to her in 


| grandmothers houſe: after which, her grandmother MF c. 
3 9 85 came 


y 
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came to the door, called her in, and deſired her to 
take the gentleman (as ſhe named him), by the hand, 
and which the did, but finding it very cold, became 
afraid; and immediately he vaniſhed. About a 
month thereafter, her grandmother and fhe being in 


the houſe together, the ſaid gentleman (whom the _ 
then · ſuſpected to be the devil), appeared to them, 


and fell a talking with her grandmother, by round- 
ing in one anotners ears; upon which the grandmo» 
ther deſired her to take him by the hand, being a 
friend of hers ; but Eliſabeth refuſing, the graidmo- 
ther threatened, that ſhe would get none of the 
cloaths promiſed to her, unleſs ſhe ſhould obey : yet 
Eliſabeth withſtood, faying, * The Lord be between 
me and him,” whereupon he went away in a flight; 
but ſhe knew not how. Eliſabetk was not troubled 
for a long time thereafter, till her father defiring ber 
to go with him a begging through the country ; and 
ſhe ſaying, that ſhe needed not ſeek her meat, ſee- 
ing ſhe might have work; her father preſſ-d her to 
go alongit, and took her to a moor in Kilmacome. 
where were gathered together, at that and other 
ſubſequent meetings, Katharine Campbell, Margaret 
Fulton (her grand auat), Margaret Lang, John 
Reid ſmith, Margaret and Janet Rodgers, the three 
Lindſays, (beſides the two confeſſant ones) &c. and 
ſeverals whom ſhe did not know, and the foreſaid 
gentleman with them. He came to Eliſabeth, bid- 
ding her renounce her baptiſm, promiſing that if ſhe 
would conſent thereunto, ſhe ſhould get better meat 
and cloaths, and not need to beg. But, as ſhe de- 
elared) ſhe would not conſent. Then he enquired 
waat brought her hither, ſhe anſwered, that ihe came 
vith her father : whereupon the devil and her fa- 
ther went and talked together apart: but ſhe knew 
not where about, Declares, that in that meeting 
vas concerted the tormentiug of Mr William Fleem- 
ing, miniſter at Innerkip his child. Eliſabeth con- 
lelſes ihe was at another meeting with that crew a. 
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bore the town of Kilpatrick, with the foreſaid $6 


© _tleman, whom they called their lord: and that ſhe 

went with her father to the ferry-boat of Erſkine ;_ 
| where the devil with the reſt of the band overturned 
the boat, and drowned the laird of Brighouſe, and 
the ferrier of Erfkine, with ſeveral ſpecial circum- 


ſtances thereanent ; particularly that ſome of the 
crew. would have ſaved the ferrier, but oue of them, 
viz. his mother · in-· law gaiaſtoodit, in regard he had 
expelled her out of his houſe a little while before 
the meeting. Acknowledges ſhe was preſent with 
them at the deſtroying of William Montgomrie's 
child, by ſtrangling it with a fea napkin : where 
they having entered the houſe, lighted a candle, 


which was ſomewhat blewiſh, and Agnes Naiſmith 


ſaying, what if the people awake, Margaret Fulton 
replied, ye need not fear: as alſo declares, that about 
five weeks before the date, her father brought her 
on foot to Bargarran orchard, into. which they en- 
tered by a ſloop in the dyke, and where were pre- 
ſent the perſons beforenamed, &c. and the devil, 
who told that nobody would ſee them, at which 
they laughed. At this meeting, they, with their 


x lord, contrived the deſtruction of Chriſtian Shaw: 


ſome being for ſtobbing her with a touck, others for 
hanging her with a cord, a third fort for choaking 
her, and ſome intended to have her out of the houſe 


to deſttoy her: but fearing they might be taken be- 


fore the next meeting to that eff*&, their lord (as 
they called him), gave them a piece of an unchri- 
ſtened child?s Mw to eat, (but the declarant 
and the other two confeſſants flipped the eat- 


ing of it), telling them, that though they were 


apprehended, they ſhould never confeſs, which 


would prevent an effectual diſcovery : And further, 


ſeverals of them being afraid that the declarant 
would confeſs, and tell of them as ſhe had done for: 


merly on her grandmother, they threatened to tear 


Py * all in pieces if she 0 ſo; and * Mar- 


garet 


. 8 


1 


Margaret Lang threatened her moſt. After two 
hours or thereby, they diſappeared in a flight, ex- 


cept the declarant, who went home on her faot. 


Confeſſes likewiſe, That one night her father raiſed © 


her out of her bed, and they having gone to the wa- 


ter fide, took her on his back, and carried her over 
the river in a flight; from whence they went on foot 


to Dumbritton, and in Mr John Hardy miniſter, his 


yard, the crew and their lord being met, they form- 
ed the picture of Mr Hardy, and dabbed it full of 
pins, and having put it amongſt water and ale mixed, 


roaſted it on a fpit at a fire, &, After which her 


father and herſelf returned in the ſame manner as 
they went. Declares the particular perſons that were 


employed and moſt induſtrious is the ſeveral facts bes 
fore mentioned, &c.” 


James Lindfay aged 14 years) declares, * That 
one day he met 'with the deceaſt Jean Fulton his 


' grandmother at her own houſe, where ſhe took from 
him alittle round-cape and a plack ; but being griev- 
ed, he required them from her again, and ſhe. re- 
fufi.g, he called her an old witch and ran away, up- 
on which ſhe followed him and cried that ſhe j, ůjſ 


meet him with an ill turn. About 3 days thereafter 
he being a begging in the country, he met his grand- 


mother with a black grim man, &c. whom the de- 


fired him to take by the hand, which James did, but 
found it exceeding cold and was ſtraiily griped, 


whereupon the ſaid gentleman (as ſhe termed him) ü 


aſked the declarant if he would ſerve him, and o- 
bey him, and he ſhould have a coat, hat, 


and ſeveral other things, to which James anſagred, | 


yes, I'll do it, and after this the foreſaid gentleman g 


(whom the declarant knew thereafter to be the de- 4 


vil), and his grandmother went away, but Knows 


not how. Acknowledges he was frequently there- 
after at meetings with the devil and witches, parti- 
_ cularly theſe mentioned in Eliſabeth Anderſon's con- 
ee that their lord came to James at he ſirſt 
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public meeting, took him by the hand, and forbade 
Him to tell: that they contrived before hand at the 


faid meeting, the drowning of Brighouſe, and con- 


curs with Eliſabeth Anderſon anent the deſign of ſa- 
ving the ferrier which his mother in-law did divert. 


Ile beiog 1 inrerrogate, declared he did not ſee J. K. 
aud J. W. at commirting of the foreſaid fact: (and 


indeed they were then in priſon), that they with a 
cord ſtrangled Matthew Park's child: and that the 


perſon who waited on the child, findiqg it Rifled, 


cried our, Matthew, Matthew, © the bajrn is dead :) 
Eliſabeth Anderſon concurs in this particular; and 
tells, that when they had done, they took the cord 
with them. Declares, that be was preſent at ſtran- 


\ gling William Montgomerie's child with a ſea nap- 
kin, and heard Agnes Naiſmith fay, draw the loup, 
&c.“ That about ſive weeks ſince, he was carried to 


them in Bargarran' s orchard, and concurs with Eli- 
fabeth Aae in what was treated there, anent de- 


a ng Chriſtian Shaw, and the cha:m againſt con- 
 fcſhos, Likewiſe the metting in Dumbritton anent 


Mr Hardy, is acknowledged by him: And that he 


has ſeveral times appeared to Chriſtian Shaw both in 
Glaſgow and Ba garran, with the others, that did 


torment her. aud put in her mouth, coal, cinders, 


© bones, hay, hair, ſticks. &c. intending thereby to 
choak her; that he and they did oftentimes prick 


ard ſtob her in this manner, viz. he had a neecle, 


which if he put in his cloaths, her body. would be- 
pricked ard ſtobed in that place where he fixt the 


reedle, a: d if he put it in his hair, that part of ber 


head would be to:m-nted: that he faw her put out 
the pins they had put in, at which time he cried 
"theſe words, Help J. D. who was alſo then preſent: 
That when the miniſters br g3n to pray in Bargarran's 
houſe at ſeveral occaſions, the devil and they imme - 


diately went away, &c.' 
Thomas Lindlay being below pupilarity, declares. 


© the ſame Jean Fulton his grandmothker, awaked. 


him one * out of his bed, and cauſed bim take a. 
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black grim gentleman (as ſhe called him) bs the 
band; which he felt to be cold :* and who having 
euquired if Thomas would ſerve him and be bis man, 
and he would give him a red coat, the declarant 
| conſented : and the gentleman (whom he knew _ 
thereafter to be the devil) gave him a nip in the 
neck, which continued ſore for ten days, There- 
after one day after his grandmother's deceaſe, co- 
ming by her houſe, he thought ſhe appeared ro him 
clapping his head, arid deſiring him to be a good ſer- 
vant to the gentleman to whom ſhe had gifted him, 
| add forbidding him to reveal it. Declares, that one. 
| night lying in bed in the houſe of one Robert Shaw, 
he was awakened out of, his. Mleep and carried in'a 
flight to Matthew Park's houſe, where were preſent 
we particular perſons named by him, and concurs to 
. the manner of ſtrarglivg of the child with James 
Lindſay kis brother: and that another nigbt, being 
in the houſe cf Walter Alexander; he was brought 
to the ſtrangling of M illiam Montgorarie' s child, and 
agrees likewiſe in the manner of it with his bro- 
ther, only he ſays, the ſea napkin with which they 
committed the fact, was ſpeckled. He likewiſe con- 
curs as to the meeting in Bar garran's orchard, about 
ſive weeks ago, and what was acted therein: as al- 
ſo anent Mr Hardy; with this addition, That him- 
ſeif turned the ſpit whereon the picture was roaſt- 
ed, e. 
It is to be noticed, that the three confeſſants were. 
ſeparately apprehended upon ſeveral occafions, ſo 
they (after the obſtinacy to diſcover was abated). did 
| emit theſe confeſſious in ſeveral diſtinct places with-⸗ 
out communication with, or knowledge of another's 
confeſſion in manner mentioned inthe preceding Nar- 
rative. The commiſſioners did examine them upon | 
other trying queſtions that were new, thereby to 
| make experiment of their conſonancy or diſagreement: © © 
7 but ſtill found them ſtrangely to accord. The facts 
_ fall out in the manner declared by them, parti- 
i G3 cul- 
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"* cularly the ſtrangling of the children, death of "RY 
minilter, drowning of thoſe in the boat, and torture 
of Bargarran's daughter mentioned in the confeſſions 
before expreſſed. Further, the commiſſioners did 
"confront them both with Chriſtian Shaw the aflied 
girl, and the perſons declared, (whom they cauſed 
apprehend), and both the girl and confeſſants did ac 
cuſe theſe to their faces, and hind them in circum- 
| ſtances with great ſteadineſs aud congruity, though 
WE | ſeparately brought in. The cominiſſioners did alſo 
1 try ſome experiments anent the” girl her falling in 
fits on approach of the accuſed, as is expreſſed in 
the Narrative; and examined her, with thoſe who 
ſtayed commonly about her upon the particulars of 
Her ſufferings: they tried to cauſe her write, (ſince 
ſhe could not ſay out) the name of a perſon whom 
ſhe firſt called Margaret or pinch'd Maggie, and aſ- 
ſerted to be one of her chief bourriers ; yet upon 
writing Margaret and the leiter L of ber. ſirname, 
the girl was preſently taken with a fearſul convulſi- 
od, the pen being ſtruck out of her hand. and her- 
ſelf falling as dead, with groans heavier and ſorer 
than ordinary : After ſome recovery. whereof ſame. 
miniſters pointed to her a paſſage of the Bible, But 
upon eſſaying to caſt her eyes on it, ſhe fell into ve- 
hement pangs, till one of the commiſſioners deſired 
the book might be cloſed, and that be ing done, ſhey 
immediately came to herſelf, &c. Laſtly, the com- 
nuſtoners called before them thoſe per ſons who had. 
ſigned the paſſages of the ſeveral days in the writen 
journal of the girls ſufferings : and having examined 
them thereupon, [tranſmitted the ſame wirh the, de- 
clarations of the three confe ſſants, and ſeveral of the 
paſſages that occurred in the.precognition, to his ma- 
jeſtys privy council by whom they were e 
tor that effect. 
Beſides this, the ſobſcribeck atteſtatians SE Dr 
Matthew Briſbane phyſician, and Mr Henry Merſhal! - 
apathecary in Glaſpow, did iafluence the belief of an 
extraordinary caule of th:fc events. e he 
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The doctor-on the 31. December 1696 tells, 
that at firſt Gght, when he was brought to the girl. 
appeared ſo briſk in motion, ſo florid in colour, ſo. 
chearful, and in a word every way healthful, that 
he could hardly be perſuaded the had need of a phy- 
ſician; but within ten minutes he found himlelf ob- 
liged to alter his thoughts, for ſhe roſe from her 
ſeat, and advertiſed ſhe was inſtantly to be ſeized 
with a fit, accordivg whereunto he obſerved a conſi- 
derable diſtention in her left kypochondre, which in 
a trace falling, ſhe was forthwith taken with horrid 
convulſive motions and heavy groans at firſt ; which 
afterwards as ſoon as ſhe was able to awe words, 
turned into expoſtulatory mourning againſt ſome wo- 
men; particularly Campbell and Naiſmith. Yer he 
thought theſe ſymptoms were reducible to the freaks 
of hypochundriac melancholy, and therefore put her 
6 in ſuch a courſe proper againſt that kind of malady. 
P Upon which being freed, for ſome time: he was a- 
larmed that the child was returned to town worſe. 
than ever for having his aſſiſtance, He then was 
frequently with her, and obſerved her narrowly, fo 

Fj that he was confident ſhe had no viſible correſpon- 
| dent to ſubminiſter hair, ſtraw, coal cinders, hay, 
and ſuch like traſh unto her ; all which upon ſeyeral 
occaſions he ſaw her put out of her mouth without 
G bdeiog wet; nay. rather as they had been dried with 
artifice, and actually hot above the natural warmth 


| of the body; ſometimes after ſevere fi's, and other 
L times without trouble when Giſcdurſing with him. 
N When ſhe had only light convulfive motions, but to 
by a ph degiee, ſuch rigidity of the whole body, as 
we call rte ſhe did got fancy as at other times, 


ſhe ſaw thele perſons already named about her : but 

. the upcaſting of the traſh abovementioned did. 
no ſooner ceaſe, then in all her fits when ſhe was 
able to ſpeak any, ſhe always cried out they were 
-prickiog or pinciag her. He ſaw her alſo when free 

| * 2 ſudden ly "oy with dumbneſs, &c. And 
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this he ſolemnly declares himſelf to have ſeen and 
handled, and were it not for the hay, ſtraw, &c. 
he ſhould not deſpair to reduce the other ſymptoms 


to heir proper claſſes, in the catalogue of human 
diſeaſes. And in reſpect of theſe and ſome other 


ſpecialities, the doctor thereafter being adduced upon 


. oath in the trial, depones, that in his opinion theſe 
things did not proceed from natural cauſes ariſing 
from the patients body. 

Mr Marſhal the apothecary concurs with- the 
doctor; and gives ſome particular inſtances of his 
own obſervation; ; and among the reſt, That the girl 
having fallen headlong vpon the ground, as fhe had 
been thrown down with violence, fell a reaſoning 
very diſtinctly thus: Katie what ails thee at me, 
I'm ſure I never did thee wrong; come let us gree, 
Jet there be no more difference betwixt us, let us 
ſhake bands together (putting forth her nd ſaid) 
well Katie I cannot help it, ye will not gree with 
me: And immediately ſhe cried, fell into a ſwcon, 
and out of that into. a rage, wherein ſhe continued 
without intermiſhon for about half an hour; and 
perfectly recovered Then ſhe told him that ſhe 


ſaw Katie Campbell, Nancy Naeſmith, &c. and many 
more; Campbell was going to thrult a ſword into 


her ſide, which made her ſo deſirous to be agreed 
with her; and when the girl told him this ſhe-inſtant-4 
ly fell i into another fit as formerly, in which ſhe con- 


tinued another half hour, &c. dated iſt Jan. 1697. 
During the dependence of the trial, Janet and 


Margaret Rodgers confeſſed in this manrer : The 
commiſſioners had adjourned for two ſeveral dieis, 


and though they were to meet on the third, yet it 


was not expected that they WEuld proceed till pro- 
videnoe might clear the priſoners guilt by further 
teltimonies of thoſe who might come to confeſs. 
The very morning of the third term, the Rodgers 
did confeſs, which was a ſurpriſe to every one that 
came up to attend the court, Lace rheſe as they 
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were women, and were not formerly noticed as o- 


thers were: fo they confeſſed of free motion, with⸗ 
ont any perſon's deſiring it of them at the time; 


they had not ſuch means of iuſtruction as were * 


miniſtred to others: and the conjupcture of many 


eircumſtances were altogether fingular. Their con- 


feſſions did coincede as to the meetings and things 


a ated therein, with the three former confeſſants, and 
the other evidences of the viſible matters of fat 
Only they were ſo pointed as to condeſcend upon 
ſorne of the pannels whom they did nor ſee at theſe 


rendezvouſes ; and great care was taken, to compare 
their teſtimonies which had been already diſcovered,” 
and to expiſcate their certain knowledge, by new 
interrogators when they were ſeparate from one ano- 
ther, &c. The whole criſis had ſuch an evidence, 


that now the commiſhoners, with the general appto- 


bation of the moſt intelligent of ihe country, who- 


came in to attend the court, allowed the going on 
of the proceſs to debate of the relevancy, and put- 


ting ſeven of the beſt known criminals, for whom ap 


zdvocate appeared, to the knowledge of an inqueſt x 


According whereunto there were ſome days allowed 
for the paonels giving in their informations upon the 
relevancy ; and at. the term, there was a great time 


ſpent in adducing the probation, an account whereof. 
is referred to another place. Upon the 21ſt of 
May. 1697, after trial of the ſeven witches, there 


is an atteſtation. ſubſcribed by Mr Patrick Sim- 
ſon miniſter at Renfrew, Walter Scot bailie ther 


xc. of this import, Jobn Reid ſmith in Iochinan, 


priſoner, did in preſence of the ſaid perſons and fome 
others, declare, That about a year ago, the devil 
(whom he knew to be ſuch thereafter) appeared to 


bim when he was travelling in the right time, but 


fpoke none to him at the firſt encounter. At the 


ſeeond appearance he gave him a bite or nip in his 


loin; which he found painful for a fortnight. That 


the third tne he appeared to him as a black man. 


&c. 
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&e. deſired him to engage in his ſervice, upon Aſur- 
ance of getting gear and comfort in the world ; ſince 
he ſhould not want any thing that he would aſk in 
the devil's name : and then he renounced his bap- 
tiſm, putting the one hand to the crown of his head, 
and the other to the ſole of his foot, thereby giving 
himſelf up to Satan's ſervice: After which the pain 
of bite or rip ceaſed. He told thatihitherto there 
was no others preſent; but thereafter he was at 
feveral meetings, particularly that in Bargarran's 
- Yard, about the time when there was a faſt for Cl riſ- 
tian Shaw; where the devil appeared in the ſame 
Kind of garb as he firſt appeared to him, and they 
conſulted Chriſtian's death, either by worrying or 
. drowning her in the well; and the devil faid, he 
ſhould warrant them, that they ſhould neither be 
heard, ſeen, nor confeſs; to which end he gave e- 
very one of them a bit of fleſh, that the declarant 
got, but let it fall and did not eat it. Thereafter | 
in the preſeace of the laird of Jordanhill, the mini- 
ſter, Mr Andrew Cochran town-clerk, and bailie 
Paterſon, he owned his former confeſſions: And 
being enquired of Jordanhill how they were adver- 
tiſed of he meetings, he ſaid that ordinarily at their 
meetings the time of the next was appointed; but 
for particular warning there appeared a black dog 
with a chain about his neck, who tioklirg it. they 
were to follow, &c. And being enquired by the 
miniſter, if he did now wholly renounce the devil 
for he had formerly told how: Satan had not per: 
formed his promiſe) and give himſelf to Jeſus Chriſt, 
and deſire to find mercy of God through bim: he al- 
ſented thereunto. It is to be obſerved that John Reid, 
after his confeſſion, had called out of the priſon 
window, deſiring bailie Scot to keep that old body 
-Angus Forreſter, who had been his fellow priſoner, 
Cloſe and fecure; wherevpon the company aſked 
Juohn, when they were leaving him, on Friday's night 
che 21ſt of May, whether he defired company 1 
3 would 
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= | wid be afraid alone, he ſaid he had no fear of any. 


thing. So being left til] Saturday's forenoon, he was 
found in this poſture, viz ſitting upon a ſtool, which 
was on the hearth of the chimney, with his feet on 


the floor and his body ſtraight upward, his ſhoulders 


touching the lintel of the chimney, but his neck tied 
with his own neckcloath (whereof the knot was be- 
hind) to a ſmall ſtick thruſt into a clift above the 
lintel of the chimney ; upon which the company, 
eſpecially John. Campbell a ſurgeen, who was 
called, thought at firſt in reſpect of his being in an 
ordinary poſtute of fitting, and the neckcloath not 
having any run loup, but an ordinary knot, which was 
pot very ſtrait. and the ſticks not having the (lrevgth 
to bear the weight of his body or the ſtruggle, that 


he had not been quite dead; but finding it otherwiſe, | 


and that he was 1n ſuch a An that he could. 
not have been the aor.thereof himſelf ; concluded 
that ſome extraordinary cauſe had done it, eſpecial- 
ly. conſidering that the door of the room was ſe- 
cured, and that there was a board ſet over the win- 
dow, which was not there the night before when 
they left bim 

There ſhall little be added anent what paſt a at the 
execution of the ſeven witches, becauſe there is ao 
ſubſcribed atteſtation thereanent : and the deſign of 


the publiſhers has been to advance nothing but what 


ſtands warranted by teſtimonies of known credit be- 
yond contradiction. Yet this much is notour ; that 
when they were ere going to the ſtake, one of the Lind- 
lays was overheard to ſay to the other, Now bro- 
ther it is time that we ſhould confeſs, ſince our keep- 
ing it up will ſerve us to no purpoſe,” or the like ex- 


| preſſion ; to which the other anſwered, that they 


ſhould never do that, &c. And Margaret Lang. be · 
fore and about execution, let drop at minutes of the 
devil's inadvertence, That when the devil firit. ap- 
peared ſhe knew not to be ſuch till afterwards ; that 
be gave her the iaſenſible marks found on her body-: 
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She yielded to engage herſelf in his fervice by a a co: 


venant; and beſides public meetings, ſhe had been 
-above eighty times in private conferences with him, 


Being enquired by a near relation of her own, anent 


her being in Bargarran's houſe tormenting Chriſtian 
Shaw. anſwered in theſe words, The devil baving 


an abſolute power and dominion over me, carried my 


ſhape whither he would:* and it is known how ſhe 
confeſſed unnatural luit, and prefound hypocriſy, &c, 
though truely it did appear from her concurring mein 
and circumſtances, that theſe things fell from ber 
at ſeaſons, when natural i ingenuity ard the vigour of 


truth, got the ſtart of Satan's manacles. So Agnes 
Naeſmith, &c. frequently told the minifter, that their 
heart and tongue were bound up infuch manner, that 
they could not expreſs what they would; and ſome- 
times it appeared by ocular inſpeRion.of their vi · 


ſage, that convulſive dampts did ſeize their heads up- 
on getting out the initial words of any ſuch attempt. 
There are two rematkable inſtances in the caſe of 


Katharine Campbell, who was chief inſtrument and 
author of the girl's trouble, viz, an eminent miniſter 


ciſcourfing before famous witne ſſes to Katharine, and 
enquiriog if ſhe did not diſtinctly remember the god- 
I counſels, and gracious admonitions, wh.ch Chrif- 
tian Shaw, while in a fit, mentioned inthe Narrative, 


page 22, 23, 24. gave her a certain time, and in- 
ſtancing ſome particulars thereof. Her anſwer was 
with. heavy groans, Les | remember. But being 


urged wheretore he would not confeſs the reſt as 
well as that paſſage; and finding herſelf to be gra- 
velled, the began to tetract and ſeemed dampt, not 
being able to extricate herſelf anſwered before- 
mentioned, This occurred while ſhe was in priſon. 
before the trial; and after it, ſhe in preſence of 
ſeveral witneſſes, did get out theſe words, That the 
doom pronounced on her was juſt, and that ſhe could 


not free herſelf of witchcrait : But upon ſuch at- 


pes ſhe fell down dead, ſtrangely diſtended, and 
that 
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that fix or ſeven times ſucceſſively, with a ſuddenneſs 
that was both ſurpriſing and convincing to the ſpec- 
tators : at which occaſion it was obſerved, that im 
mediately before her falling into theſe fits, and upon 

her eſſaying to ſpeak when there were charges laid 
home on her natural conſcience, her mouth feemed 
to contract; and ſhe uttered heavy moans ; where- 
upon did follow her convulſion, but after rifing out 
of them, ſhe turned to be obſtihate and inflexible x 

and whenever there was any appearance of her being 
more pliant, the foreſaid fits did overtake her. 
There is one thing further, which does abſtru& 
the credibility of what theſe confeſſants averred, viz. 

That there are ſome others, both men and women 

in the country, who have confeſſed and told the ſame 
things before ſome of the beſt gentry and others, 
whoſe care could proceed no further for want of 
authority, which in due time will, no doubt, not 

ſuffer theſe witches to live, whom divine and hu - 

man laws have ſo juſtly ordained to be cut off. 
Wherefore till the event of a further diſcovery, there 

ſhall only be added ſome paſſages which were omit · 

ted in the Narrative, though they be atteſted by 

ſome of the ſame perſons that were witneſſes to the 
other matters mentioned therein. . 
Particularly, the girl declares, that in one of her 
conflicts with the devil, he told her how a certain 
miniſter (for whom ſhe had a ſpecial reſpect) did 
compil his ſermons through the week, what books 

he chiefly made uſe of, and ſeveral other matters 
anent his method of ſtudy in his cloſet, that no mor- 

tal could know by ordinary means: By which, no 

doubt, Satan did partly deſign (though by a very 

falſe argumemt) to raiſe the eſteem of books above 

; ſermons collected out of them; concealing in the 

mean time, both the gift of improving helps, and 

the bleſſing promiſed to the hearer of the word 

preached. When the lady Bargatran received the 

two pieces of red cloath, that the girl had torn from 
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ene of the witches fleeves, as is above aimed; he 
Jocked up the ſame and kept the key ; hotwithſtand- 


ing of which caution, ſome friends having come to 


viſit the girl, and being deſirous to ſee the foreſaid 


pieces of cloath, ſhe being in one of her fits, laughed, 


and told that her mother needed not to ſeck for them 
in the place where they were locked up; 3 the witches 
haviog taken them away, and laid them in a corner of 
the cellar; and accordingly being ſearched for, they 
were found in the particular place condeſcended on. 


There was another like paſſage. which occurred to a 


friend, who came in with Bargarran for ſoliciting a 
commiſſion from the council: for he haviog brought 
alongeſt with him thoſe pieces of cloath, and but- 
toned his pocket on them at night, and put it in ſe- 
ewity as he thought ; behold they are a miſſing in 
the warning] but after ſearch are found in a good 
diſtance from the pocket, though none. viſible had 


been in the room to open it and carry them off. 


Finally, this git! did in diſcourſe, diſcover a great 


5 ſagacity, yet accompanied with extraordinry modeſ- 


ty; and among other inſtances, ſhe did obſerve the 
doors and wipdows open and ſhut again, upon the 
witches entry thereat, There was at no time ſuch 


a number of them about her as the room might not 


very well contain, with the viſible perſons that were 
preſent therein. She obſerved them to ſhift their 


place with a great agility, when any other came in- 


to ĩt, or attacked upon her pointing to them. And ſhe 


often averred from the inſtance of the ſpirit that 


ſpoke to her above her head told their names, and 


gave her other means cf ditcoverirg. of them, &c. 
That Satan does often contrive their ruin, by the i 


molt undiſcernable methods he can, becauſe an open 


deed would ſcar others to unde rtaxe with ſo farm left | 


a mater, &c. 
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An account of Two LirTans, which POT 
Summary of what appeared moſt Material or 
Curious, in the Trial of the Seven Wirenr 85 
who were condemned to be Burnt in Paiſſeyß. 


HE truth of the ſtrange things mentioned in 
the preceding Narrative, was at firſt, carefully 
ed into only by private perſons; but at laſt 
became fo notour, that, upon application founded on 
a journal of theſe extraordinary events, atteſted by 
many of the gentry in the country, the council 
gave a commiſſion for erquiring thereanent, 

The honourable perſons to whom this was re. 
commended, did, with great impartiality and exact- 
neſs, make a report; which, ia providence, proved a 
mean of moving the government to notice the exe- 
cution of juſtice on ſome'of theſe withes, who other- 
wiſe, might have Jurked without being diſcovered. 

For, hereupon, the council directed a ſecond com- 
miſſion, for trial of thoſe who appeared to them to 
be moſt loaded by the preliminary probation adduced 
on the firſt, Severals of theſe juJges were not only 
perſons of honour, but alſo of ſingular” knowledge 
and experience; conform whereunto they did pro- 
ceed with fingular caution, and were ſo far from 
precipitancy in the affair, that, after ſeyeral diets of 
court, they adjourned to a longer term, that, in the 
mean time, the prifoners might be provided of ad- 
vocates. | 

Accordingly an adyocate compeared for them, an 
managed their defence with all the accuracy that 
could be expected. There were about twenty hours 
employed, at one diet, in examination of witneſſes ; 
and the inqueſt being incioſed, did conſume about 
ſix hours in comparing the probation. Whereupon 
ſeven of the moſt notorious criminals were oonvic | 
and condemned. - | 

The crimes libelled and Pit proven againſt them, 
were not mere ſpectral imaginations, but open and 
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and perſons of age; and the torturing of ſeveral 
perſons, particularly, Bargarran's daughter; and both 
thefe, not at a diſtance, but contiguouſly by natural 
means of cords, pins and the like; befides the other 
ordinary works of witchcraft, ſuch as renouncing bap- 
tiſm, entering in contract with and adoring the devil 
under a corporeal ſhape, &c. which could not but be 
ſuſtained relevant in Scotland, fince there is an ex- 
pre ſs ſtature, Parl. 9th, AR 73. Queen _, ap · 
pointing the pain of death to ſuch. 

To make the probation the more convincing, it 
was adduced orderly in three periods. The firſt 
conſiſted of unſuſpected witneſſes, who proved facts. 
From whence it was neceſſarily inferred that there 
was witchcraft in the caſe. The ſecond did include, 
alſo unexceptionable witnefſes, whe deponed upon 
facts; which made it probable if not neceſſary, that 
the pannels were the witches. The third did com- 
prehend fix poſitive teſtimonies; of theſe who did 
fee and hear theſe witches committing the malcfices 
hbelled. < 

; The only valuable ſubje& of debate, was anent 
the import of theſe laſt teſtimonies; five whereof 
were by confeſſants, who had been at the meetings 
m which were committed the crimes libelled; and 
the ſixth of Bargarran's daughter, who was one of 
the perfons maleficiat, The antecedent part of the 
Probation was by witneſſes beyond exception; and 
the judges upon a long debate did fuſtain four of 
ee fix- only cum nota, and two of them to be exa- 
mined without oath, ſo nice were they in favours of 
of the pannels lives, ſince ſome of theſe witnefles 
might have been admitted in ſuch a crime without 
any quality, by the moſt ſcrupulous Judicatory in 
Europe. But all thirgs were carried on in this pro- 
cedure with tenderneſs and moderation: For even 
the advocates, who were ſent to proſecute the indict- 
ment, by his majeſty's council and advocate, did _ 
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act with the bias of parties: but on the contraty, 
ſhewed an equal concern to have the pannels aſſoili- 
zed, if it could be found compatible with juſtice. 

This is the reaſon for which the publiſher doubts 
not, but the two following Letters (the one whereof 
gives a compend of the advocates ſpeech to the jury, 
and the other of their anſwers to the objections a- 


: gainſt the confeſſant witneſſes) will afford a ſatisfy - 


ing view of the chiefeſt part of the trial; ſince the 
objections which were or might have been made, are 
therein ſtated and anſwered, or anticipate and pre- 
vented, and the intended brevity would not permit 
to print at this time the whole proceſs, wl. ich being 
extent upon record, any who ate curious . have 
eaſy acceſs thereunto. 

There is ſcarcely need to take notice of a late 
ſcurrilous pamphlet, that had been printed in Erg- 
land, and pretends to give an account of thoſe pro- 
ceedings; ; for any who reads it may eaſily find that 
the author has been either fool, knave, or both 
there being neither good language, 1 or truth, in 
the moſt part of 1 it. | 
5 LE T E R I. 

ITY 

OU having told me, that the odd tad which 

occur in the weſt, have put many of your neigh- 
bours and yourſelf, upon reading all the bogkg.you 


J 


can get, treating of witchcraft ; and therefore de- 


fired me to tranſmit to you my obſervatiops at the 
court, | ſhall not preoccupy your opinion by giving 
them in my own form; but herein I ſend to you 
the exacteſt duplicate of the advocates ſpeech to the 
inqueſt that I could obtain; and by the next poſt 


you ſhall have ſomething more curious, viz. A col- 


lection of their anſwers to the objections againſt cke 
the fix laſt witneſſes, that were adduced for coaclud- 
ing the proof : Having theſe, you will want little- 


that could be agreeable to ſuch an accurate guſt as 


yours is. 1 The 
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"The Speeches to the Inqueſt were of «is iber 
Gord Men of Inquek | 


o having fitten above above twenty How þ in 
overhearing the probation : and beingincloſed, 
where, tis like, you will take no ſmall time to recon- 
fider and compare it; we ſhall not detain you with 


_ fummiog up the ſame in particular; but ſhall only 


ſuggeſt lome things, whereof it is fit you take ſpecial 
notice in your peruſal of it, viz. iſt, The nature of 
your own power, and the management thereof. adly, 
The object of this power which lies before you, 
wherein you are to conſider. in the firſt place, whe- 


ther or not there has been witchcraft in the malefices 
Ybellzd ? and. io the next plate, whether or not 


theſe pannels are the witches? y \ 

As to your power, it is certain that you are both 
judges and witneſſes, by the opirion of our lawyerg 
and cuſtom ; therefore you are called. out of the 


neighbourhood, as preſumed beſt to know the qua- 


liiy of the pannels, and the notoriety of their guilt 


or innocence. Tour oath- is, That you ſhall all 
truth tell, and no truth conceal; which does plainly 
imply, that you are to condemn or aſſoil, conform 


w-your proper conviction. Such is the excellent 
ation of juries in England; and ought to hold 
more eeially in tbis circumſtantiate caſe, where 
the ae Trch 2 chain of different kinds of probation 


3 concurring againſt the ſame pannels, as will appear 
We: E by the review thereof in its. properplages. 


We are not to preſs you with the 5 ſeverity 
of threatning an aſſize of errot e n ſhould ab- 


ſolve; but wholly leave you to the Nac of God 


add your own conſcience, and deſire that you pro- 
ceed with all the care of the pannelsTives that is poſ- 


 fible for you, as the honourable judges have ſet ta 


you a debireable pattern, in their great caution there» 
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ceed from a natural diſeaſe, which ly proven before 


miting at the time; that ſhe declared the ſame to have 


| from a noatural. cauſe, 
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As to the probation itſelf, 'you ſee, that it is * 
vided in three parts, viz. The extraerdinarineſs of the 
malefices ; the probability of the concurring admini- 
cles; and the clearneſs of the poſitive probation- 

As to the firſt part, the maleſices, or corpora de- 
hai, are proven by unexceptionable witneſſes, to have 
fallen out in ſuch an odd and extraordinary a man- 
ner, that it points out ſome ether cauſes than the or- 
dinary courſe of 9 to * N theſe ef- 
fects. 

For clearing of this, e in re lation to che 
torments of Bargarran's daughter, you may ee, 
not only the extraordinary things that could not pro- 


you; but alſo ſeveral ether matters of fact, which is 
notour, have been ſeen by ſome. of yourſelves, and 
ly here in a journal of her fufferings ; every article 
whereof is atteſted by the ſubſcriptions of perſons of 
entire. credit, before the honourable cummiſhoners 
appointed by his Majeſty's PoOY a: for making: 
enquiry thereanent, 

This girls throwing out of hairs, pins, and coals A 
of greater heat than that of her body or blood; as: © it 
walls ſo dry that they appeared not to have come tity 
out of her ſtomach ; nor had ſhe any preſs of vo- 


been put in her mouth by her tormentors; is deponed lf [ 
by door Briſbane, in his opinion, not to proceed | 


She was not 8 by any of the panels after 5 LN 
their impriſonment ; except two nights by Katha» ' 
rine Campbell; which being a ſurprife, it was there- 
after diſcovered, that theſe two vights the Jaylor' 8 
doe got out Katharine r to ſpin in her 
houſe. | 

. She having been ſpeaking to one of her tormentors 
as preſent, (though inviſible to the by ſtandert) and 
aſking how her tormentors had got theſe clouted red 
lleeves; 3 he 3 gets up, takes hold of ** 

8 


1 
the company hears a ſhried, and ſhe pulls away two 
pieces of red cloth, which all the by-ſtanders beheld 
with amazement in her hands; nor was there any o- 
ther piece of this kind of cloth to be found in the 
room at that occaſior. 
She told, that her For mentors were giving her a 
. glaſs of fack, an orange pill, &c. (thereby enſnaring 
her to accept of a favour from them), and according- | 
ly ſhe was ſeen to move her lips, and to have an 
orange pill betwixt her teeth; though there was no 
viſible hand that could have done it. 
She advertiſed before hand that one of 15 tor- 


mentors was to be at the door at a particular hour: 
and that another of them was in the kitchen before 


any did tell her thereof ; which accordingly fell out. 
And theſe being brought to her preſence, became 
obnoxious to the ordinary means of diſcovery. 

When her glove fell down from her, at a time 
that ſeveral perſons were about her; it was lifted 
again by a hand inviſible to them. _ 

She was not only tranſported through the hall and 
don ſtairs without perceiving her feet to touch the 

ground; but alſo was hurried in a fl ght up fairs : 


| and - Ya a miniſter endeavoured to retain her, he 


found a ſenſible weight, _ beſides her own ſtrergth, 
drawing her from him, 

When ſhe complained, that her tormentors had 
bittea and ſcratched ber; the ſteads of the nails and 
teeth were ſeen upon her ſkin, with blood and ſpit - 
tle about the wounds, which 'were above twenty 
four ; while neither her own, or any other teeth that | 
were vilible, could have done it. 

She was moſt vehemen: ly diſtorted upon attempt- 
ing to tell or even write the names of her tormentors; 
yet that ceaſed as to any of them, how ſoon the 
perſon was delated ; and particularly ſhe had liber- 
ty after many paioful attempts, to accuſe Margaret 
Lang, how ſoon a charm of hair to feſtrain her, 


which Margaret had left behind the door, was m_ 
an 
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bell's pocket, with pins in it, and the burning of it. 


the terror), at a certain hour, and had left one of 


cloaths move in an extraordinary manner, after the 


alſo, that her ſiſter who was boarded abroad, had 


recover of the decaying ſickneſs till ſhe was brought 
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wid burnt; the girl having told it to have been "ey 
in manner mentioned in the depoſition, _ | 
she did throw out no more hair after the God. 
ing the ball of hair, of the ſame colour and kind 
with that thrown out by the girl, in Katharine Camp- 


After Agnes Naſmith had prayed for her, the cid 
pear to her, but not torment her. 
She foretold, that her tormentors had concerted 
to throw her in a fit, (whereof they did-premoniſh, 
of deſign to fright her to renounce her baptiſm by 


their number to execute it; according whereunto, 
there was a woman with a red coat ſeen under a 
tree in the orchard, and the torment was W 
at the time appointed. | 
When ſhe told there was ſomething tormenting 
her under the cloaths, the ſpectators ſaw the bed- 


girl had been raiſed out of them. 4 
When ſhe complained ſhe was beaten: the by: 
ſtanders heard the noiſe of the ſtrokes. | 
She cried out at a time, that her thigh was burt; 3 
and one of the cc mpany having ſearched her pocket, : 
found a knife; but unfolded : however, having fold 
ed up the ſame, and put in in a fecond time, the 
cries of new: and upon the ſecond ſearch, (it, tho“ 
ſecured by the ſpring), is Found open, to the great 
wonder of the heholders ; fince they did watch, that 7 i 
no viſible thing could have poſſibly opened it. _—_ 
She told of a charm under the bed: and accord». - 
ingly it was found in the ſhape of an egg, which - al 
melted away being put in the fire; the told 11 


charms put above her in the houſe, and would not 
out of it. According whereunto the child _— 


brought hame, ſhe ſtraightway recovered. 
She told of their meeting in the yard of Bargar- 
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ran, for conſulting Fi. the EET: of her; 1 
accordingly the confeffants have deponed, that they 
did meet and conſult her ruin in that place. 


oners, though at three miles diſtance, had granted 
a warrant to the ſheriff, to apprehend one of her tor- 
mentors ; her telling fo perfect an account of the 
ſheriff and of Mr Guthrie who was with him, while 


prehend d, and immediately thereupon, though at 
many miles diſtance, her telling that her tormentors 
were now taken, betwixt twelve and one o'clock in the 


Clare the ſeizure to have been about that time; is ſo 


put you in mind thereof. 
Her falling in fits upon the ſight, or touch of her 
tormentors, was no effect of imagination; for ſhe 
was fully hood-winked with a cloak, ſo as ſhe ſaw 
no body whatſomever; yet upon the approach of 
- ker tormentor, ſhe immediately fell down dead: 
whereas ſhe remained no ways ſtartled upon the 
touch of any other : which experiments was tried 
for aſcertaining this mean of diſcovery,” 


and difcovered her integrity in face of court; for 
when the preſident aſked, Whether or not ſhe knew 
one of the pannel's name that was to be pricked ? 


of herſelf; yet one had told her the name of this 
ane], when ſhe was ſent for to be confronted with: 
ber: 1 far did this girl diſcover her averſion from: 


the natural evidence of truth; and her firmneſs to 
the outmoſt againſt temptations of becoming a witch; 

particularly againſt the laſt aſſault of Satan; where- 
in he perſuaded her at leaſt to go to their meetings, 
and the anſwered, That ſhe would not follow ſuch a 
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The ſtory anent her telling, That the commiſſi- 


het eyes were tied and faſt ; her being in exceſſive 
torments, (as ſhef oretold), till that perſon wasap- 


morning, and the ſheriff when he returned, did de- 


1 # - notour, and fo well atteſted, that we. need only to 


Finally, ſhe is naturally ſagacious and obſervant, 
ſhe anſwered, That though ſhe knew her well enough 


any thing that might ſeem intended to aid unfairly 


baſe fallen creature; and he rejoining, T hat ſhe 


| 5 a ""M 
would go to hell bowerer be other ſins; and ſhe 
anſwering, That he was a Har from the begigoing 1 
and the blood of Jeſus would cleanfe her from all i- 
niquity: whereupon he diſappeared, and ſhe peifect--:. 
ly recovered upon the ſabbath thereafter; was ann 
happy end put ro this fearful tragedy of witchcraft, —_ 
and confirms to conviction the reality of it. 
- As to the mardering of the children, and the "ws 2 
niſter libelled ; you may obſerve ſeveral extraordi-- 
nary things appearing in them; particularly the 
witneſſes depone, the miniſter to have been in exceſ- 
five torments, and of an unuſal colour, to have been 
of ſound judgment; and yet he did tell of ſeveral 
women being about him, and that he heard the noiſe 
of the door opening, when none elſe did hear it. 
The children were well at night, and found dead in 
the morning, with a little blood on their noſes, and 
blaes at the roots of their ears; which were obvious 
ſymptoms of ſtraoglings: beſides that it is teſtified, 
that the keeper of one of them, cried out, « Matibew, 
Matthew, the child is dead.“ And the Avi -of the 
other was whitened within, with ſifting of meal the 
night before. Both which particulars were told and 
diſcovered by the confeſſants, before the witneſſes 
which now concur with them in it, were examined. 
The ſecond part of the probation conſiſts of ſe- 
veral adminicles, proven by unſuſpected witnefles, 
which lead us to ſuſpect thoſe panne's tobe wiches, as 
ſo many lines drawn from a circumf=renceto a center, 
f and as an avenue to the poſitive probation thereafter. 
adduced : and theſe Ather ſtiike at the whole pan- 
nels in general, or ſome of them in particular, la k- 
general we need not enumerate all theſe adminicles, {7 
but remit you to the probation, which is ſo full there- 
anent ; only you will be pleaſed to notice, that it is 
arly proven, that all the paonels have inſenſible 
marks, and ſome of them in an extraordinary man- 
ner; that moit of them have been lung reputed. 
witches, and ſome of them de lated in 1687, by a 1 
confeſſing witch, whole ſubſcribed confeſhion has. 3 
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been W you ſee that none of them doth ſhed 


tears; nor were they ever diſcovered to do it ſincè 


their impriſonment, not withſtanding of their frequent. 
_ howlings ;. ſo that it is not a ſudden grief or ſurpriſe, 
And finally, that the girl fell in fits of torment upon 


the pannels approaches to her, and that ſhe did name 
them all frequently, eitber out or in her fits. 

In particular, you ſee how Katharine Campbell 
was provok ed by this girl's diſcovering her theft; 


1 wWhereupon ſhe has brought in the reſt of her confe- 
|” derates to act the following miſchiefs ; how thereup. 


on Campbell did curſe and imprecate in a terrible 
manner; how the ſtayed out of her bed at night, 
and was frequently drouſie in the morning; how ſhe 


was named by the girl, particularly the two nights 


that the was out of priſon, The ball of hair was 
taken out of her pocket and burnt; whereupon the 
girl's throwing out of hair did ceaſe ; 5 ſhe could not 
expreſs one word, even when on her knees, of 
prayer; for the girl's recovery ; and the inſenſible 
marks on her were remarkable. 


Agnes Naſmith did not torment the girl er the 


had prayed for her; ſhe was repute a witch, and 
hath the marks She came early in the morning to 


5 Bargarran's cloſe, when by her refufinf to go in, 
it appeared ſhe had no buſineſs; yea, it is plain, 
that ſhe had a reſentment, fur her not getting a prea- 


ter alms the laſt time ſhe was there. The girl de- 


clared, ex incontinenti, that Naiſmith aſked her 

| health and age; which in theſe circumſtances was a 
- ſhrewd preſumption of ber evil deſign ; and ſhe ac- 
knowledged herſelf to have done this, when ſhe aſked 


the age of another child ; wherein by proyidence 
ſhe was befooled, fince that which ſhe thought would 


have been an excuſe, tended to diſcover ber guilt. 


And laſtly, after this appearance of Agnes Naſmith, 


the girl did take her firſt fit, and nominate her 2. 


mong her firſt tormentors. 


- "Margaret Lang that great impoſter, has been 1 
great maſter piece of the devil; ſhe has Midgets" I 


N 


| vnnatural luſt, w hich is known to ſome of zone noms: : 
der; ſhe ſar near [abi door where the charm of hair | 


was found; which the girl declated did keep up her 


tongue; and upon burning thereof, it was looſed. 


the girl fell in fits upon her approach; ſhe has no- 
table marks; particularly one, which the confeſſants 


declared he lately received; and by inſpection, it 
appears to be receat. When ſhe came from her pti- 
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vate converſation (no doubt with the devil), he ra- 
ged as if ſhe had been poſſeſt, and could not but de- "nl 


clare, That ſhe expected a violent death. She look-. 1 


ed in the face of James Millar's child, and aſked her 
ge, whereupon that child ſickened the ſame right, 
and named Margaret Lang on her death-bed : it ap- 
pears ſhe was ready to ſhuw to Janet Laird a ſight of 
her mother, who had been three years dead And 
finally. ſhe has been taken in ſeveral lies and groſs. 
prevarications z particularly you may remember how 
fix hours ago; .wheo the witneſf.s were examined 
on the ball of hair found with Katharine Campbell, 

a gentleman, (Mc S:ewart ) heard her lay to 
Katharine in the ear, This is well waird on you, 
beca-ſe pe would not put it away when I'defired 
you, &c.* Which the ſaid Mr Stewart did openly 
teltity in court upon oath; norwntt; ſtanding whereof; 
this impu lent wretch had the confidence to deny it, 
though Katharine Campbell alſo confeſſed, that the 
had pulled at er, and had ſpoke ſomewhat to her, 
to which ſhe did not advert. Fhis was no wonder, 
the witneſſes deponipg at the lamb time being clols 
againſt Katharine. 

Margaret Fulton was repute a witch, has the 
merk of it, and acknowledged in preſence of her 
buſband, that ſhe made uſe of a charm ; which ap- 
peared full of ſmall ſtones and blocd. That her 
huſband had brough her back from the fairies ; and 
her repute of being a witch, is of an old date, be- 
ſides her being often named by the maleficiat girl. 

- to the Lindlays, * all d. the mak, and 
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ve all of a long time repute to be witches. John 
Lindſay in Barlock, was accidentally. dicovered by 
the girls taking a fit npon his coming to the houſe. 
John and James Lindſay were delated by a confeſ- 
ling witch in anno 1687, Which confeſſion is pub- 
licly read before you; and there was money given to 


the ſheriff-depure for delaying of the purſuit. ' James 


"Lindſay appeared to William Sempel ſuddenly, and 
gew abour like a fowl, for an opportunity to ſtrike 


. VB him, in revenge of the q arrel mentioned in the de- 
Poſition, and at laſt prevailed to ſtrike him dead o- 
ver a dyke. And finally which is a remarkable indi- 


catron both to truth and providence, the very wit - 


neſſes adduced in the excuipation, for the Lindfays 


deponed ſo clearly againſt them, even beyond tlie 
putſuer s witneſſes, that their advocate was {tunned 
thereat; ard thereupon deſiſted from craving any 
more wimnicfſ-s to be examined on the exculpation. 
It is true, ſome of theſe indications may be in one, 
and others of them in another, either from nature 
or accident, and yet that perſon not be a witch: but 
it was never heard nor read, that all theſe indicati- 


ons, which are ſo many diſcoveries by providence, 


of a crime that might otherwile remain in the dark, 
did ever concur in one and the ſame individual per- 
ſons that was innocent: yea, on the contrary, they, 
by the wiſdom and expe:tence of all nations, do allo 
convincingly diſcover a witch, as the ſymptoms: of a 
leproſy concerted by all phyſicians, do unfold the 
_ perſon sffected with the ſame to be leperous. But 
ejfts, they are not ſufficieut of themſelves, yet their 


_ tendency and meaning, beiag cleared and applied to 


their proper cauſe, by a hquid and poſitive probati- 


on; there wants no more to determine you. — 


the Pannel's guilt. And therefore, _ 
Tbiidly, As to the third part of the Aion; 


We reinnt the poſitive depoſitions of the confeſſants, 


and agaigſt whom they do concur,” wholly to your 
own. peiulal or examination - obly you would be 
pleaſed te notice. ft, Semetkiog witch do very 
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; SHS 
* mucd ſuſtain the credibility of their teſtimonies; 

y ng from their examination in, court. 2dly, We 
wt ſhall explain to you the import of the word Wola, 
= 

0 

5 


which is added to the interlocutor of the jorge: ad- 
mitting theſe laſt witneſſes. 

Firſt, Eliſaberh Anderfon is of - (Sifcient age, 15. 
ing ſeventeen, ; but ſo young and pointed, that her 
0 depoſition appears no effect of melancholly: ſhe 8e ne 
© ceuſed her father to his face when he was a dying 

the priſon, as now there are two of her aunts ine 
OP Which certainly muſt proceed from tie” 
ſtrength of truth, ſince even Dives retained a natu- 
ral affaction to his relations; ſhe went on foot to the 


. 
* 


45 meetings with her father, except only that the de- 
g vil tranſported them over the water Clyde; Which : 14 
d was eaſy to the prince of the air, who does * great- 
* er things by his hurricanes, She tells that Mont 

1 gomerie s houſe was Meally when his child was 

3 


ſtrangled: and declares, that ſhe never renounced ll 
e her baptiſm, but was carried along by the concuſſion ll 
of the parent: ſo that nothing can be objected a- 9 
gainſt her teſtimony i in any b much wack a 

Cy " Exceſitee crime: 


K, james Lindfay, it is true, is of leſs import; j ver 43 1 
& by his weeping when he came in and way ane . : 381 
Ys ed of the greatneſs of his guilt; It appears that he 
on had an ſenſe of it: he hath a natural precipitancy in 
A What he ſpzaks, yet that is commonly: the concomi- 
e tant of ingenuity, as importing his expreſſions not to 
ut be fore thought. He concurs in moſt,zþhings with the 
1 others, and yet he has declared; that he faw not 
* Margaret Fulton at Dumbarroun, &c: Which im- 
95 plies that he does not file the pannels all at random, 
nt but tells what becurted to his ſenſes, ce. 
Janet and Margaret Rodgers are inſtances of a 
wy  Gogolar providence ; for they did confeſs the ſame 
mw morning that the court did laſt fit, of their own pro- 
” per motive, their being neither miniſters nor judges 


15 beſide them at the time. A gnes Naidraith- is Shale 8 
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wich that of two of theſe witneſſes: by the extraor- 


_ (e369). 1 
rad and ſhe tells that ſie. never: ecke 5 


Campbell, as Marg ret declares, that the did nat fee 
John T'ndfay in Barloch; which plainly: demonſtrates 


that they tell only the nen of their natural con- 
ſcience, arifing from diſeretion and knowledge of 


the true matters of fact! they both profeſſed their 


3 | repenta. ge laſt Cabbath. in the church; and do perſiſt 


Vich great firmneſs: as you fee their depoi ment in 


Weponiog to he congruous and exact. 


Thomas Lin- ſay aud Chriſtian Shaw, being er 


& pupilatity, we did not preſs their being put to an 11 


oath ; yet you ſaw that they did declare in court a- 
gainſt thoſe pannels in ſuch an harmooy with the ret 
of the deponents, and gave ſuch an cauſe of their 
knowledge, that it is certain their own ycungneſs in 
years, adds extremely to the credit of their teſtimo- 
ny: b>cauſe thereby it is incredible, that they could 


have canttived or executed the acting of concert. 


As io the ſecond, Since theſe witneſſes are admit- 
ted by the judges ; it neceſſarily implies, that they 
meant them to be probative; only they adj ed 
-the words, curz neta; that. is, you mult notice, 
or notandum ef}, that there muſt ſ:methirg elle con- 
cur to prove the guilt of the pannels, by and atour 


re depoſitions of any two ſuch witneffes : but ſo it | 


is, that all the adminicles on which you have ſeen 
probation. led, for more than ſix teen hours of your 
time, are ſtrengthening evidences, of thoſe witnefles 
<iedibility, and cannot but have been noticed by 
you as illative of the fame things which they depone. 
Whereby the velta is fully taken off by the corcur- 
rence uf four other poſitive teſtimonies, agreeing 


n * Mae a * 


dinarineſs of the corpora delicti: by the probability 

of the adminicles; and finally by the whole chain of 

this affair, and the ſparkles of an infernal fire which 

. In every place bath bruken cut of it. | 
It is true, there are ſome few of the 333 

that are proven only by one witneſs] but as to this 

you "yy corlider iſt, That a witnels deponing ds 
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. i. 
fas proprio, is in law more credited than any other 
fingle witneſs. And this is the * preſent caſe. as to 
fome of the adminicles. 2dly, the antecedent con- 
comitant and ſubſequent circumſtances of fact, do 
fuitain the teſtimony ard make the ſemi Plengns 
, probation to become full. But zdly, The other 
adminicles undoubtedly proven by concurring wit- 
neſſes, are per /e, ſufficient ; and therefore you ſaw 
us, at the deſire of the judges forbear to call the, 
far greateſt part of our witneſſes ; becadle the time 
had already run to ſo great a levgth, and it was 
thought that there was already enough proven of 
preſumptions; for it may alſo. reaſonably be imagi- 
ned, that the moſt regular and curious {ſcheme had 
emerged from the fortuitous concourſe. of atoms, 
roving without rule, as that ſo many indications 
ſhould concenter againſt each of theſe pannels, and 
yet they remain inrocent of witchcraft. _ | 
Now upon the whole, you will take notice, that 
preſumptions being vet.ement, make a more certain 
brobatioa then witneſſes; _b<cauſe preſumptions are 
natural emanations of the thing itſelf, which cannot 
be bribed ; whereas witneſſes are obnoxious ; ſo in- 
oar law there was one condemned fer theft, rothen 
for falſehood, anda third for murdering of a child; 
merely upon preſumptions, as is related by M* Kenzie 
in his Criminal Treatiſe, much more may preſumpti- 
ons abſtruct the faith of, and teke cf the nc from 
poſitive witne ſſes; for it is a groſs miſtake, that ſe- 
veral proc fs which have each of them ſcme i impert, 
may not ebe joined to make à full evidence, the fame: 
way as two {mall candles in a dark room, will not 
ſuffice, yet ſeveral others being added to them, will 
make a ſufficient light, toditcoyer the muidere r; tx 
boys will be able to carry a weight which one of 
them would rot be able to ſullein, as two units 
make a full 'nuniber : one witneſs of whatſoever 
dignity proves nothing ; yet out of the mouth of tuo 
or Ty witneſſes, every truth ſhall be ellebliſned. 


* 3 N 


— N bs IN 
— - 2 ws _ 


% 
— — n Das, 
1+ 90% — m_— 139 . N n 
4 my 2 * * 


uu 


„1K 
— r 
7 9 2 2 * 
: * * 
4 - 


8 
— 


— 
_ = 4 
, Py 


5 * > 10 
— unn a 
r 
r . 


w „ 
- And @alty, though one coal make not a fire” that 
can do the work; yet ſeveral coals added to it; in- 
creaſe the flame, which is. 3 hoped will be ſufficient 
for the operation. 
Wie ſhall therefore leave you. ih his concluſion, 
That as you ought to beware to condemn the inno- 
"cent, and ought to incline to the ſafeſt ſide: fo if 
_ theſe pannels be proven legally guilty; then guad 
bygones, your: eye ought not. to ſpare them them, 
nor ought you to ſuffera: witch to live ; and as to 
" the future, you in doisg etherwile. would be acceſ- 
ſory to all the blaſphemies, apoſtaſies, murders, tor- 
ture and leduftions, & e. Whereof theſe enemies 
of heaven and earth ſhall thereafter be guilty, when 


—_— they have got out. So that the queſtion ſeems ſimp- 


ply to come to this, Whether upon your oath ge deli, 

you can ſwear, that the pannels, potwithſtandirg of all 

that is proven againſt them, are not guilty of witch- 
craft; in the determination whereof, we pray God: 
may direct you to the right couiſe. 

The inquelt being incloſed near fix hours, brought 
in their verdict to court that they found the. —_ 
proven. 

LET T R R * 

Six, 

Have collected, according to my promiſe, what 
appeared tv me moſt ſpecious in the reaſorings, 
either in court or pri vate converſation, anent receiv- 
ing of the confellants as witneſſes. You are not te 
imagine, that the pannels were condemned on the 
faith of theſe ; for 1 do believe the probation by un- 
exceptionable witneſſes, led. antecedent to this laſt, 
was fo pregnant that the panrels might have been con- 
demned on it, though theſe laſt had not been adduced. 

I may have mill:d the energy of the argument 
ſometimes, in a caſe which in itſelf is abſtruſe: bow- 
ever, you have it in ſuch a manner as I was able to 

|  pererrate thereunto. as follows. 

i order to the more ſatisfatory ee of the 

obj: ions made againſt theſe laſt wirnelſes, 7 


do be expoſed to other witneſſes, than tho 
ed in it; but whether they can be received in this Wl 
extraordinary, ocult and excepted crime of witch= i 


BY 227% ER 


fall firſt, Jay before you the ſtate of the calc 3 ; and 


then clear up the determination of it. 


As to the firſt, the queſtion is not, whether part- 


ners in the crime, or others mentioned in the objec- 
- tions, can be a conciuding proof of themſelves, tho“ 
two of them would concur as to the ſame act of witch- - 
craft; but whether the corpora delicti appearing al- 
ready to imply witchcraft, and the extrinſic adminicles 
being ſo pregnant, to infer that theſe pannels are the 
witches; there concurriß tuch characters, as 


obſervance of all nations ad ages, are the ſymptoms. 


of a witch; particularly, the marks, fame, not ſned- 
ding of tears, &c. which are diſcoveries of provi- 


dence of ſuch a crime, that like avenues lead us to 


the ſecret of it. And finally, when. ſix perſons of 
different ages and ſtations, five confeſſants and tlie 5 
girl, do, when ſeparately examined, agree in their 
anſwers to every material queſtion that is put to them, 


even though it be new; fo that it could not be con- 


certed: Weſay; Wer or not in ſuch a caſe, may 1 
witneſſes be received to put the capeſtone en the evi- 


dence by a poſitive probation, of a matter of fact 
which is the object of ſenfe, though otherwiſe rows. 
be liable to exception, if ſuch extraordinarineſs-of © 
the. cor pora delicti, clear neſs of ihe adminicles, and 
of the diagnoſtics of witches, did not precede them as 


you have ſeen proven be fore you that they do. 


The caſes is not, whether theſe witneſſes would be 
rin in an ordinary crime, Which common! 8 tis 
> concern= 


craft, wherein there are two ſpecial caſes to be no- 
ticed, viz. Sometimes the acts thereof are open and 


admit the choice of witneſſes; fuch as charms uſed Ml 


in the days time, when the the actor is viſible. But 
that part of witchcraft, whereby witches meet in the 
night time, adore their-lord, contrive their malefices, - 
and accordingly thereafter execute them when other 


wunelſes are aſleep, or the witches themſetves are x 
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joined to the poſitive proof and admioicles defore- 
. mentioned, 


- Ous, &c. Neither do we contend, tkat Thomas Lind- 


_ gators, by which it may appear, whether or notthey 


of conſiderable knowledge and natural conſcience 
> (which is a ſufficient fund for all the credit that we 
need in this caſe, that is already almoſt full bros} 
i is to be received as a witneſs. - -— 

wt L As to the 2d, we ſhall make this as clear as noon. 
| . From reaſon and the nature of the thing. 2. Our 


ty * of the circumſtantiate caſe. 
| fG 4 f 
- As to the firſt, the going to an coming rom 


worſhipping the devil*there, under a corporeal ſhape 
(which he had when he tempted our Saviour to do 
s & e actual murdering of children by a cord 
a; andthe tormenting of others by pins, 
& are plain objects of ſenſe ; and therefore the 


241 thi: gs intelligible. and faith things ſapernatu- 
| objects, whereanent they are to be truſted, ay and: 


or that the witneſs, of it, is an impoſtor. I is a 
part of the witches purchaſe from the devil, that 


GX , 1 * 
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. from ſight; we ſay, that this can be no & 
therwiſe proven than by theſe that are intimate to it, 


We do not talledge, that perſons altogether defi- 
A tue of koowledge and natural conſcience, are not to be 
E-- admitted in any caſe, ſuch as infants, furious, fatu-. 
lay and Chriſtian Shaw, who are under pupilarity, 
mould be put to an oath ; for they. are only 10 be 
examined ſeparately before the codit, upon imerre- 
coincede with the four other conſeſſants, that are 10 
depone before them; and this is the panne] s ad- 


vantage in caſe of diſagreement. But we inſiſt, that 
any perſon above pupilarity; giving evidences: 


on cultoms and deciſions. And 3. The ſingularity 


meetings, eſpecially on foot; the falling down and 


ſenſes are be believed anent them. For as reaſon 
: ſo the ſenſes have things corporal for their 


while it be proven, that the appearance is inipoffible, 


WF they caonot be ſeen at ſome occzſions: fo that the | 


2 
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+ publiſh ſuch things without the approbation of the. 
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abominations commited; then weuld remain un pu. 
n ſhed, if ſuch witgeſſes wete not admitted. It — 
nut be thought that witches (who of all crithinals 
are the molt obſtinate to confeſs): would venture the 
loſs of their own lives, by deponing againſt others, 


agaiuſt whom they have no ſpecial pque; yea, for 


whom they have particular affection, as ſeverals ok 
the pannels are ſome of the witneſſes relations. Nor 


has the devil any peculiar intereſt to inftigate them 


thereunto : For ſeveral of the-pannels have confeſſed 


other execrable crimes; whereby it cannot be ſup⸗ 


poſed, that Satan would be divided om himſelf, 
God in his ordinary; providence has taken ſuch care 


of public jadgments, that the enemy of juſtice his 
ſpecial power ceaſes thereabout, as appears by the 


ee 
dy Wy 2 


witches not being able either to do more harm, o 


eſcape after God's miniſters being to counteract Sa- 
tan's \inſtruments by impriſonment. And finally; 
the oddneſs of the maleſices, the concurrence of the 
adminicles, and the exiſtence of matters of fact 


wherein theſe confeſſants (though not knowing be 


fame otherwiſe) do agree with other unexceptionable 


witneſſes, e. do ſafficiently abſtruct their eredibiſityc = 


For as falſhood being a crime, is never preſumed z 


ſo a perſon found true in many thiogs, is ſtill pre- 

ſumed to continus ſuch till the contrary be evinced. 
As to the ſecend, we have the te ſtimony of our 

famous K J. 6th, Demon lib. 2. C. ult. telling us, 


chat it is our law, that boys, girls, infamous per ſongg 
Kc. ate not to be rejected any more in witcheraft; 


others to have been preſent at imaginary meetings : 
Becauſe this ſuppoſes their having entered into a pre 
contract; he ſavs that Satan's mark and the want of 


tears, are pregnant aids to the diſcovery. He gives 


than in human leſe majeity, even though they effert 


an inſtance of a girl, who having named witches in 


her ſits they were all condemned upon other concur- 
ring -adminictes. This not a common suthor, but 
a man who as curious, was exact; as prudent did not 


ions. 


— 
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beſt divines and lawyers ; as a prince is: to be credit · 
ed anent the law of his own country; and as a king 
has determined any dubiety that might have remain - 
ed ic this point, allo far as the law of our Ng 
ment will permit. . 47 


But further our judges and lawyers have followed | 


"is majeſty : For in all the proceſſes in the journals; 
- fame and delation, and the mark, are ſtil} ſuſtained; 
as moſt pregnant preſumptions whereupon, and a 
very ſmall probation beſtdes, witches-have been fre- 
quently condemned. So in the proceſſes againſt the 
bewitchers. of Sir George Maxwell bf Pollock, and 
Hamilton of Barns, Anno. 1677. ſocius oriminis, 


though under age, is ſuſtained to be a witneſs: And 


"witneſſes are adduced before the inqueſt for proving, 
chat the mark was found upon ſome of the witches. 


Women and minors have been received by multitudes 


of deciſions cited by M*Kenzie, Tit. prob. by wit- 
| and Tit. witchcraft. And he alſo cites deci- 
where in parallel cafes, ſocii criminit and o- 
thers iahabile, were admitted; particularly in trea- 
ſon and in falſhood : And all lawyers conclude, that 
witchcraft is as much an excepted crime as theſe. 

As to the third, Whatever inhability theſe wit- 


* > Salts might be under, it is fully made up, and they 


rendered une xce ptionably habile by the chain of this 
Whole buſineſs. It is true one man through the con- 
currence of corroſive humours, may have an inſenfible 
mark; 
fſbrough ſudden grief or melancholy, not be able to 


weep, &c. a fourth may be loaded with ſuſpicious : 
circumſtances, when extraordinary things fall out in 


another be enviouſly defamed ; a third may 


the country ; a fifth may be deponed againſt by two 


falſe witnefles, though neither of theſe ſeparately be 


truely witches. But by the known obſervation and 


experience of mankind, none except witches haye had 
the unhappy medley. and concourſe of all or, moſt of 


theſe indicia, and ordinarily, and for the greater 
part, witches have them : So that ſince the rules of 


judgment are eſtabliſhed upon that guod plerumgue 
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ft, which does obtain till an exception be 9 
in a ſpecial caſe, tl e cor juoction of theſe in ove per · 
ſon, does as plainly give his character, as t _ 
certain ſymptoms of the plainelt diſeaſe,” bei 
verſally concerted in all parts of the world, — 
out to us that the haver of them is a perſon truelß 
affected with that diſeaſe, whereof he hath the con- 
current diagnoſtics. In a word, one or other of 
theſe may concur in the innocent; but no writers do 
atteſt, that all of them have concentred in any other 


perſon in the world but a witch: And on the other 


hand, they taking place in witches, through all parts 
in the word, muſt proceed from a common, and not 
from a peculiar humour or cauſe. 
The ſpecific aptitude, of ſome of the niceſt of tha 
Indicia, which appeared from the probation already * 
led, to diſcover a witch, do ſerve to clear the ground 


o 
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of the world's obſervation anent them. Particularly . 


the devil, as aping God, imprints a facrament of his 
covenant ; be ſides that, commonly this mark being” 
given at the firſt meeting, does by its intuJerable pain 
force the witch to a ſecond rendezvous for curing it, 
at which the poor wretch being under this furious 
neceffity, fixes the pactiun by renewing it with de- 
liberation, having been diverted inthe mean time 


from cocfidering the horridneſs of the firſt engage» 


ment by the pain. The inabilny to thed tears may 
be characteriſtic of hardening, though not always in 
the caſe of Chriſtians; yet in thoſe who have ceaſed 
to be ſuch, leaſt the devil giving them ſuch words of 


5 and prayer as many have, it ſnould be im- 


poſſib 
Satan's own intereſt, fince by this diſcovery, occaſion 
is given to buffoon the profeſſion of helineſs. A re- 
port often ariſes without ground. but a eonſtant repute 
that keeps footing, implies for the molt part a ſurer 
cauſe, eſpecially when it is of perſons below envy; 
and by perſons above calumny. The girl falling in 
kts at approach of the pannels might proceed from 
autipathy, ariſing ”_ the poiſonous ſteams of the 


to diſcover their hypocriſy ; and that is not 
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witch -accuſtomed. to produce that effe&t 8 * | 
vertu? athxed. thereto. by the devil, by cogjunctioon 


Of natural gauſcs (the ſam? way as the-inviliple peſ. 


tileace does operate) or his promiſe of caſting.the 
giel in fits at the wi ches preſence, might have 
been general; whereby the witch was eventually be- 
fooled and diſcovered as it often falls out: For Sa- 
tan eavies even their temporal felicity, and fears leſt 
by continuing here, they ſhould be reft out of bis 
hands by coaverſio a; when they come to perceive the 


deluſion of his promi ſes to make them rich, &c. 


There was one thing further whien was tried be · 
. your lordihips, viz. None of the pannels that 


were tried (thoug 1 maſt ſagacious and knowing, and 


tfect in memory, ſo that it could noi proceed from 


8 ignorance or forgextulneis) could make out the at- 
tempt of ſaying the Lord's Prayer ; Which may either 


be a ſecret judgment for renouncing heir firit Lord, 
after who nit is peculiarly denomigate, or by reſtraint 


of their new lord who may think that too ſpecial 


an homage to his adverſary But we have hindered: 
you ton long with that weich is not neceſſary : For 
this being incontrovertible law and cultom, there 
needs no philoſophy to (upport it ; ſincę legiſlators 
do reaſon, but ſuej cds muſt obey 3 and both the 
fool and lazy (who have neither read nor thought 


| n to enger{tand this ſubject) are to be left to 


their own chimeras; yet leſt they thould inſult, we 
ſhail anſwer in their fathion, luch of the objections as 
the pannels a Jvocate thought any ways worthy to be 
repeated in this place. be 
Whereas it is objected, that D- lrio ſet: 5 W 
favs, that cli are not to be admitted wit: 1 s ad 


conde mnandum eſp:cally, conſi lering that the prom | 


bation ought to be /uce meridianga clarior. | 
It is anſwered that the place itteif confutes this 
lofgrence in the preſeat caſe: Por it lays Ex his ſotis 
non eft proced:ndum ad condemnationem ſc io cu 
trerium communius teneri & in praxt obtinere, G. 
So it is evident, 1. The common opinion and cuſtom 


1 


hs * 
3 
- * 


> 


3 — 


PTA OY 
is inthe contrary, even where there 13 no other proba» 
tion, but by the partners of the crime. Yet, ad. we are nl 
not ſo ſtraitned but ſubſume in his very words ex bis Me 
ſolu we do not deſire the pannels ſhould be condemn - 
ed; but your lordſhips ſee theſe witneſſes we are 
to adduce are not Vli or alone; for the probation 
led theſe laſt ſixteen hours, are fo many concomitants 
and diſcoveries of providence, which abſtruct and 
make up any defect in their credit that can be deſi · 
derate. 3d. Hence .the meaning of that maxim 
(which is metaphorical, as appears by the words, 
clarizr luce meridiana, an equal clearneſs being 
ſufficient) is fully anſwered, and takes place in the © 
preſent caſe ;wfor the extraordinarineſs of the cor- 
fora delicti, pregnancy of the #)minicles and point? ny 


edneſs of the phſitive probation, being corjoined 3 a 
there is not a clearer proof upon record in any aation, © ll 
than that to which it is hoped theſe will amount. 
| Whereas this alledgance is enforced, by pretend. 
ing it were of dangerous confequence to allow ſuch 3 
witneſſes to prove meeting with the devil, ſince Sa-. 
tan might have repreſented others by their falſe ſhapes. 
It is anſwered, r. That we are not ſtraitened in this, 
becauſe there are manv-other articles proven, which 
could not have been falſified. But if we give ſome Mi 
ſcope to reaſoning even in this point, it is to be con- 
fd ed, that the rules of judgment are eſtabliſned 
upon that which for the moſt part does ſtil] obtain, 
and rules ate to be followe.l, till an exception be 
proven in a parcicul.r-circumſtantiate caſes Bat ſo 
it is, by the experience and obſervation of the wiſeſt 
divines, lawyers, philoſophers, phyſicians, ſtateſnen, 
judges ard hiſtorians, at home and abroad (that are 
too wile to be impoſed upon, and too ingenious to 
deceive us, when. hey all concur in the ſame matter 
of fact) beſide the teſtimony of witches themſelves 
every where, makes the apparitions of witches to be 
commonly and moſtly real; and therefore the teſti. · 
mony of the ſenſes is always to be credited anent 
55 | K : them, 


8 110 * 
ther, ay and while it be canvelled. For "IEP or 
few inſtances of falſe repreſentations to the ſenſes. 
eſteeming them to be true, or a poſſibility of appear · 
ances being falſe, can nowiſe. invalidate the rule e- 
ſtabliſhed upon experience, which is common, and 
for the moſt part, whereby no exception is to be pre- 
ſumed till be proven in a ſpecial caſe; ſince a wonder 
does not ſubvert the proof drawn from the common 
- courſe of nature: logic admits not to argue a par- 
_ Hiculari, or from poſſibility to exiſtence ; law puts. 
the burden of proviag ſimulation on the affirmer, 
and that which ſeldom 0cours, is not conſidered by 
= the legiſlators. — | 
8 ag For illuſtrating of which, it is furthgr to be con- 
rs ſidered, that for the moſt part and, ordinarily, the 
witches are perfonally exiſtent in the places where 
they appear, becauſe it is more eaſy for the prince of 
the air to tranſport them in his hurricanes which he 
can raiſe, as is plain in the inſtance of Job (who was 
put in his power, i. e. his natural power without de- 
legation) f-rmiog a fence upon cheir face, whereby 
the violence of the air may be diverted from choak- 
ing them; then to form the curious miniature of ſuch 
various tranſactions on their brain: the difficulty 
whereof is the greater, that all their fancies are not 
| diſpoſed at all times the ſame way, and they have 
vot the ſeeds of this work, unleſs they had once ac- 
ted it in reality, It is both the greater crime and 
-pleaſure to act in truth; which theretore the devil 
and witches do rather choole (unleſs the place be 
far diſtant or the party indiſpoſed), and this de acts 
is atteſted to be ſo, by che writers and witches in 
| all nations and ages, as ſaid is. 
2dly, Notwithſtanding that the rule muſt bold, 
till an exception of exculpation be evinced, guoad 
a particular perſon, by evidencing that the real ap- 
pearance was in that ſpecial caſe a true miſtake ; yet 
this exception is ſufficient for ſafety of the miſrepte- 
ſented ; ſince the fame providence which permitted 
the aon, will order the eutgate and exculpation, 
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either by the ærial bodies not biding che touch, Ir 

ſome other diſtinction, as providence commonly al- 
lows the devil to perſonate only with a cloven foot; 
or that the apparition was folly to one ſingle wit - 


neſs, who cannot be a proof; or that the innocent WM 


can prove alibi; ; or finally the notour character of 


a Samuel, will purge and diſpel the aſperſions c Sa- 47 


tan, canriived of purpoſe to diſcredit the evidence 
of ſenſe, by which alone his inſtruments can be diſ- 
covered. Eſpecially this character being joined to 
the other circumſtances of the providence ; ſuch as, WM 
when good men are diſguiſed they are moſtly paſhve 
in the ſcene and outwith thereof: Whereas witches 
are perſonally active in their common life by ſuch 
words and deeds as (in conjunction with theſe ap- 
pearances) conſpire to make us know and diſtinguiſh,” 
them from the truely good; ſince theſe witches open 7 
profanity, naughtineſs, or unveiled hypocriſy, being ñ⁵⁶¹ 
cleared by fame, ſealed by the mark, and confirmed i 


by the other diſcoveries of the adminicles that Ihe 1 | 
proven before you, do ſtill make a land-mark be- 
twixt the children of darkneſs and light. So Delrio 


lid. 5. ſect. 16. N. 5. tells of Athanaſius and St Ger- 
manus, againſt whom probation was adduced for 
forcery, but providence did canvel it. Its a famous 


| inſtance of Suſanna, repreſented by the elders ; which 
though not in the caſe of ſpectre, yet agrees in the 
rational, The repreſentation by Pharoah's magicians 


| had concomitants, by which they were diſcovered 
and confounded. But laſtly, ſuppoſe that God in 
the depths of his wiſdom (to convince the error of 
nimious ſelf-confidence) ſhould permit all neceſſary 
probation to concur againſt an innocent; yet the 
judge following the faith of prbofs eſtabliſhed by 
divine and human laws, is altagether innoxious: 
Since this caſe being very rare, the evil is leſs than 
the eſtabliſhing a principle, by which molt of all theſe | 
monſters could not be cut off. 
* the 9 25 8 it is;certain, thas as though oft 
8 


5 FP 1 12 "3 
times falſe witneſſes ſet on by the devil, have taken 
away a harmleſs life, by accuſing it of other drimes; 

Vet the teſtimony of witneſſes muſt ſtill be credited 
till they be redargued ; ſotheſe appearances of witch- 

es with the other ſpecialities before expreſt, being 
proven, ought to be eſteemed real, till the fallacy 

de eſtabliſned. Eſpecially ſeeing there are examples 
in ancient and modern hiſtory, of Satan's repreſent- 
ing the beſt of men, as committing murther, buggery, 

Kc. in effigy. So Delrio lib. 5. ſect. 16. N 5. re- 
lates, that St Silvanus was repreſented by the devil, 

as committing a common capital crime; and the like | 
of a monk; whereof there are ſeveral modern pa- 
rallel inflavces.: : yet this cannot eneryate the rule 
and faith of public judicatures, found on no more 
but upon the fight of the like appearances ; and any 

_ argument againſt the probation in- witchcraft, will 

cemqually hold againſt the probation of any other crime 

Mhatſomever; wherefore the rules of them both 

Muſt be common, as to believing the ſenſes fortified 

2, /upra, till their error be individually ciſcovered, 

'- if Finally, the certainty is noways diminiſhed by the 
extraordinarivels of the appearance to the ſenſes: 

W For in law and cature reality and not ſimulation is 
= preſumed, till the contrary be made appear, that it is 
actually falſe. This is anſwer enough to thoſe who 
Place a great part of their ſmall wit in nonſenſical 
arguing againit all divine authority : But writers 
further illuſtrate that the extraordinarineſs of a mat- 
ter of fact, does not exclude its realities being the 

ſubject cf the teſtimony of witneſſes in our Saviours 
miracles, trans ſiguration, walking on the waters, 
ſtanding in the midſt of the diſciples while the doors 
were ſhut, and arguing aſſurance by their ſenſes, 
that a ſpirit had not fleſh and bones, though indeed 

we ſurer word of propheſy did pat theſe beyond 
doubt. 
Nor could it be alledged for the pannels (though 
they had the laſt word as perhaps they have not, in 
objections againſt wirneſſes, lince therein rei funt 
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that its not conceiveable, how the girl or witneſſes 


could ſee what the byſtanders could not behold : 
Befide the impoſſibility of the real bodies entering at 


cloſe doors and windows, or not iatercepting the © 


fight of what is at its back, 
For this it would be cd. iſt, proven ſacts 


muſt not be denied, though philoſophers have not 


pet, certainly reached the inviſible manner of their. 
exiſtence : So in nature the loadſtone draws the iron, 


the compaſs turns always to the poles, &c. In Scrip- 


ture the angels (and the devil was once ſuch, retain- 
ing as yet his natural powers) ſmote the Sodomites, 


that they could not ſee the door, though they ſaw 
the houſe. Balaam's aſs perceived the angel. that 
ſtood nadiſcovered to himſelf; and the rod thrown 
down by the magicians of Egypt, was no doubt ſeen 


by themſelves, though inviſible to the byſtanders, 


which holding of their eyes, intecpreters explain to 


have been done by natural means; and yet the man- 


ver thereof is certainly difficult. = 
However it is alſo certain, that if a peſlible way, 


can be propoſed, the reality of a proved fact is not 


to be contradicted: and this can be done 1 in the pre- 2 


fent caſe : For, 

2dly, Satan's ratura]) knowledge and acquired ex- 
perience, makes him perfect in the opties and limning: 
befides that, as a ſpirit be excels in ſtrength and a- 
gility, whereby he may ealily bewitch the eyes of 


others; to whom he intends that his inſtruments 
ſhould not be ſeen in this manner as was formerly 


hinted, viz. he conſtricts the pores of the witches 
rehicle, which intercepts a part of the rays reflecting 
from her body, he condenſes the interjacent air with 


groſſer meteors blown into it, or otherwiſe does vio- 
lently agitate it, which drowns another part of the 


rays: and laſtly, he obſtructs the optic nerves with 


humours ſtirred toward them: All which joined to- 


gether, may eaſily intercept the whole rays refleing 
2 


* 


„enn 

; "OY theſe bodies, ſo as to make no impreſſion upon 

"the commen ſenſe ; and yet at the ſame time, by the 
refraction of the raygliding alongſt the, fitted des 

of the volatile couch, wherein Satan tranſports them, 

and thereby meeting and coming to the eye, as if 

there were nothing interjacent, the wall or chair 

behind the ſame bodies may be ſeen ; as a piece of 

money lying out of fight in a cup becomes viſible 

©. how foon the medium is altered by pouring in ſome 

water on it. Se verals of your number, do know, that 

the girl declared, that ſhe faw and heard the doors 

and windows open at the witches entry, when, no 

doubt, the devil had precondenſed a ſoft poſtage on 
tze eyes and ears of others, to whom that was un- 

perceived. 

80 Apolonius eſcaped Domitians fight ; and Giges 
became inviſible by his magical ring. John of Saxiſ- 
bertie tels us of witch, that could make any thing 
8 not to be ſeen: and Meje us relates another, that 
bad the like power. Some Italian witches of great - 
er thao ordinary wit, confeſſed to Grilandus the de- 
vil opening doors and windows for them, though the 
* more ignorant, by a faſcination, think themſelyes 
actors ot this. Whence it ought not to be doubted 
by any reafonable man, what in all times and places 
is fo unconteſtible fact. 

Finally the pannels could not infiſt, that theſe con · 
feſſants are to depone only on their imignation, which 
can prove no more againſt chemſelves or others than 
| a dream. 
= For {till its to be minded, that ben are other 
fitools to which this is only neceſſary as a conſonant 
adminicle. But further, Arg. cauſa. It is anſwered, 
that the allegiance is a miſtake ; ſeeing they are 
plain matters of fact obvious not anly to one, but ſe- 
veral of their ſenſes, viz. Some of them went the 
greateſt part of the way to theſe meetings on foot; 
they there ſaw and touched their confederates ; they 
heard their combinations to deſtroy, and torture the 
infants, girl, and miniſters: they returned on foot 
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again, and even when they were carried fore ot + dicks 1 


they knew on the next day that it was no dreams. I 


the ſame way as all other moirals diſcover the*dif=" 
| ference. But mGreover, this is admirſiculate by ſome 


real effects of a perſonal preſcnce, as you have Tees 


in the probation: and yet it is further cleared bythe 
journal of Bargarren's daughter's ſufferings ; which 


* 


was attelted before the former comm: overs; and is 


notour in the country, particularly, the glaſs of ſack 


and orange pill, the pieces of the clouted ſlee ves, 


the words expreſſed by the kecper on the ſudden 


murder of the child; which are conſtantly told by 4 


ſome of the e ; as alſo the houſes bein 


mealy that night. The girl though houd winked, 2 
her falling in firs at their approach, &c. And others 
Which ſhall be pointed at to the aſſize, cor joined to- 


gether; can be aſcribed to do other cauſe than the 


real exiſtence of the witches perſons in the place; 


unleſs it be ſaid, that Satan might poſſibly: have 


foiſted and ſuborned all theſe, and thence it be con- 
cluded, that the devil did actually ſo, in which ba 
the objectors are the perſons that bottom their opi» | 
nion on imagination, without any poſitive ground Y 
the reality of what they fancy; yea againſt poſitive 8 
grounds of belief in the contrary, which argu! 


from poſſibility to exiſtence, is already ſufhciently 
exploded. 

Whereas for ſuſtaining the objection, it is like- 
wiſe alledged, that the coufeſſants having been in 


the devil's ſervice, and renounced Chriſt, they. are 1 


not capable of the religion of an oath. 


1ſt, In the rules of charity, &e. The conſe. 1 


fants, though once witches, yet now they atJeaft 


the majority of them, have ceaſed: to be ſuch,” ha- 

ving had the uſe of means by the miniſters and word, = 
and actually declared their repentance, and the devil 
ceaſing fo moleſt them; particularly Eliſabeth An- 
derſon was only carried alongſt violently by her fa- 


ther, and ſtood out to the laſt againſt her renoun- 
cing al ber * or conſenting to theſe crimes | 


1 0 were contrived in their meetings. Janet and 
Margaret Rodgers do teſtify a great remorſe, and 
- avowed the ſame laſt ſabbath, in the face of the con- 
gregation. So thoſe three are ſufficient, whatſover 
it might be ſaid againſt che other two, eſpecially if 
we join the improbability either of hazardiog their 
=” own lives, or the devil's ſending them out againſt the 
pannels, of their deſtroying their own relations, as 
was remarked before. But, ; 
= 2dly, Whether they remain witches or not, it is 
| |. = certain by reaſon and experience, that the devil's pe- 
coeuliar influence ceaſeth in and about judgment: by 
1 . , — the common courſe of providence : and therefore the 
=_—_ authors before cited admit witches whether peni- 
= = tent of not. 
3 zdly, All the defects i their hab'lity is ſupplied, 
and the intireneſs thereof compleated, by their teſti- 
monys being ſo wonderful adminiculate ; particularly 
the confeffants are conſtant from the frft diſcovery; 
uniform in ſo various circumſtances, not only with 
= themſelves, but with the girl: They declare no- 
= thing but what is probable, moſt of the pannels have 
We Seen reputed witches, all of them having the maik; 
and one or other of them, (to whom the affociates 
delighted in miſchief, never miſſed to join), having 
had particular irritation to take revenge by the tor- 
ture and deaths libelled : befides the other admini- 
cles of guilt already proven before you. The con- 
feſſants were threatned to retract by the parnels 
themſelves and their friends; beſides the bad uſage 
from others in the country. "They concur with the 
maleficiat's teſtimony, and amongſt themſelves, even 
when interrogate ſingly; and upon new things, 
as ſeverals of your number have tried the experi- 
8 ip 2 The reiteration of the acts which they de- 
dclare anent ſome:perſons whom they never ſaw ex- 
cept in theſe congreſſes; yet whom they know now 
on the firſt ſight, is anaccountable if they were fal- 
ſaries. And that they are not ſuch, is further abſtructed 


| by ſene of the pannels being delated by a confeſſing 


9 
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Rr 
witch in anno 1687. And you know that others 4 
lated by theſe confeſſants were lately brought. ia 


- guilty by the verdict of a former inqueſt, &c. which : FH 


are ſo many joint proofs of theſe witneſſes integrity, 


and makes a chain of evidence and moral demonſtra- 


tion, both againſt error in themſelves, and deluſion 

in relation to others, &c. c L- 
There were ſome things objected out of the H 

of Scotland, of which I ſhall give you ſome touch.. 
Whereas it was alledged, T bat irretiti crimini- £ 


bus capitalibus, and ſo under the purſuers power, þ A A 


cannot be admitted to bg witneſſes ; ; cpnform to a 
ſtatute in Regiam Maj eſtatem. 5 

To this it was anſwered, that we need not avg 
that theſe ſtatutes have not the force of law, except 
in ſo far as they are received by cuſtom, unleſs con- 
form thereto. A laik cannot witneſs againſt a clerk, 
or e contra, &c, Nor need we make ufe of that 
which is obvious, viz, That theſe ſtatutes are only 
common rules in ordinary crimes, fuch as witche 
craft, & Nam omnu regula ſubverti poteft, and 
particularly this rule is actually ſo reſtrifted in the 
caſe of witchcrafty by the opinion of lawyers. ard 
cuſtoms before mentioned, which are the beſt inter- 
preters of laws; for if this application ſhould hold, 
ſocius criminus could rever be admitted: but we : 
poſi:ively deny, that thoſe confeſſants are under our 
power or influence ; ſeeing Eliſabeth Arderſon is 
not guilty of witchcraft, for ary thing that does ap- 
pear ; the Lindſays were never indicted for it; and 
the dyet was deſerted again(l the Rogers ; as the 
Whole commiſſion is to expire againſt the firſt of June, 
betwixt and which time, they are to proceed no 
further thau this particular trial. So that this ob- 
jection vaniſhes to ſmoak. \ 

Whereas it 1s pretended, That the Rogers cannot 
be received, becauſe not given out in the liſt of wit- 
neſſes, conform to the regulation, whereby the pan- 
. nels might have brove their  objeQion by their ex- 

culpation, 
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m was anfwered, 1. This objection onght to be ! 
_—  repelle, becauſe, beſides that the act ſpeaks only of 
1 2 = eriminal hbells, and not indictnents, which with the ] 

lit of the witneſſes may be gives in far ſhorter time 
wdhan the additional lift has been given to the pannels, a 
beieiagpriſoners: This act is interpreted by the com- 2 
mon cuſtom of the juſtice court; of giving additional 4 
Fits after the firſt, upon ſhorter time then this has 
TH been given; as is particularly atteſted by Jaaes | 
1 1 Guthrie macer, who has given them, and who being 

2 perſon.in office, his teſtimony is to be credited in | 

what relates to Lis office; ſo that the old cuſtom 
__ corfrmed by a deciſion, Aug. 3. 1661, where Alex- 4 
mnder Forreſter was cited apud acta againſt a witch, | 
_ continues guoad this point, as is related by M. Kenzie, 
Page 529. But 2. Any objection that the pannels 
pretend againſt theſe witneſſes, is in jure, or may 
iiaſtantly appear. 3. The caſe is altogether extraor- 
_ Cdinary and circumſtantiate ; for the witneſſes had | 
not confeſſ-d; and ſo were not exiſtent under that | 
redublication when the principal lift was given out; : 
| whereby the act of parliament can only be underſtood = 
Uo of witneſſes, that were then exiſtent. And finally, 
tte pannels'got a general warrant of exculpation for 
= citing of any witneſſes they pleaſed, and they have 
Had ſeveral days fince they got this additional lift, o 
mat they might have cited witneſſes to prove their | 


- objections, were it not the truth is; they have none 

+belides theſe that are common, and before aoſwered. 

Thus I have given you hin's that your own reaſon- 

og (which I know to be refin:d), may improve and 
apply, fo as to diſſolve the quibles which the petty | 


=_ wits, who have not ſoul enough of themſelves to 5 

8 -penetrate into the true light of what 1s recondire, 
may raiſe againſt it; it being their common talent ei- 
ther to ſkip over the ſurface of mines, or otherwiſe 

os | - to tear aſunder ſome appurtenances of a ſcheme, and : 

wien preſently pronounce it mortally mainied. FF. 

ö | | I muſt confeſs, that none could be more ſceptical fo 
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nor inquiſitive for ä the reality and explicas 
tions of them; than I was before my attendances on 
Bargarran's W ee and the ſeveral diets of courty, 
and my converſation with ſome of theſe concerned 
thereanent. But now, after all I have ſeen, reaſous 
ed. and heard; 1 do acknowledge myſelf entirely 
_ captivate by the dictates of natural underſtanding,” © 
and common ſenſe, into a ſound mind and perſuaſion, 
that, as there is ſuch a thing as witchcraft, ſo it was 
eminent in its forementioned effect; and the ſexen > 
pannels were ſome of the witches. 
I have troubled you little with my proper RY” | 
tions; yet leſt you ſhould think me either too lazy. 
or peeviſh, ſhall make one, and it is. that I do not 
think the greater part of the condemned priſoners 
will ever ful'y co feſs; of which conj dure 1 have 
two chief grounds, viz. That they are neither — 8 
rant nor melancholic ; but on the contrary, ſome of 
them would ſeem to tare been once enlightened be- 
fore they fell away, lo that, if this be a fin unto 
death, there is no appearance that they will glorify 5 
God by acknowledgment. | 
| Severals of them are of ſingular n 04 c 
a cu eneſs Feyond the common level of their (tation: 
particularly, Margaret Lang; did make harangues ian 
her own defence, which neither divine nor lawyer 
could reaſonably mend: Yet 1 thought that when 
they ſpoke in a matter of any Concern, their eyes 
| ſtood ſquint and fixed, as if they had been turaing © 
their ears and attentive to a dictator. Their anſwers 
to the trying intecrogators put to them, were ſur⸗ 


priſingly ſubtle and cautious ; though indeed, by the 41 


Anduſtry of ſome of the judges and lawyers, they 
were at occaſions involved in lies, prevaricatione and 
contradictions; which might have procceded.cither 
from natural or pre ternatural cauſes. Some of them 

were eſleemed in the country very ſagacious and ex! - 

act in their buſineſs: Margaret Lang having been a 


midwife, and one of the Lindſays having acquired a a * 


| coaliderable fortune by his wage and trade; yet it "al 
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1 = = Hom > nd Lindſay is finely get off om 4 
*  theriff when he was formerly accuſed in 1687. gs 
*Melancholians are lovers of ſolitude; witches of 
3 and feaſts; thoſe are commonly pale and hea · 
i maay of theſe corpuùſent and voluptuous.  Witch- 
e hard to confeſs as knowing their guilt ; me- 
5 ancholians delight to diſcover their hor«ideſt dampts, 
"becauſe they think them no crime; the one s con- 
—teflions every where ate uniform; the other's phan- 
taſms are as various as their humours. Finally, 
1 * teach their trade; whereas conceits would 
th > die with them, and could be no more conveyed than 


_ 

| HEM — theſe diſtinguiſhing characters do hold in general; 
3 5 1 is 8 manifeſt, that the real effects in fore 
Fg Bargarran's daughter, were not poſ- 
8 > 8 Fany imagination or humour; and 
5 ll is ſpecial-in this caſe, that neither the pannels nor 
©: confefſants werediſtempered by being kept from ſleep, 
= tortured, or the like, which were too uſual in former 

1 . „ "times; but all the meaſures were ſtrictly obſerved, 
1 dhat are the requiſites of a truely impartial jodament. 
| Indeed not to have ſent unto you the- doubles of 
; A depoſitions themſelves ; becauſe it is not denied 
| - That the depoſitions are Ch as they are repreſented 
1 [| ia the pleadings ; the chief queſtion being anent the 


We expect the defender's part of the debate, ſeparately 
1] | 1 by itſelf, in reſpect that what was d ſperſed here and 
there for them, is faithfully repeated and implied in 
1 5 #3 What you have; as io thoſe points which 1 thought 
1 worthy the notice. 
Pp the. whole, I do believe, that there is 
* ſeatcely a more rare providence of this nature in any 
| j ''F rye biſtory ; a more exact caution in any enquiry or 
| * Trial of this kiad: a more clear probation, without 
1 . 1 cooſeſſion of the pannels themſelves, or a more jult 
| N puttipg together all circumſtances, « 
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the humour which is the ſpeciſic cauſe thereof. As 


> hability of the Jaſt deponents. Neither was you to 
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